iMtonriiMleiamy 


-e. 


Ko 


d\v 


.  /»^<5^  '  ^ 


-^.Vj  - 


^/ 


U\^ 


^> 


'.iL 


y 


Given  By 


3J 


The   Parish   Church   of  St.  Andrew's, 


HINGHAH,   NORFOLK. 


T"^"^^T^l- 


SEARCHES    INTO    THE    HISTORY 


OF   THE 


GILLMAN    OR    OILMAN     FAMILY. 


Farncombe  &  Co.,  Printers,  Lewes,  Sussex. 


Searches  into  the  Ibistor^ 


/ 

OF  THE 


(3tllman  or  (3ilman  J^amil^ 

Including  the  Various  Branches  in 
ENGLAND,    IRELAND,    AMERICA  and   BELGIUM. 


By   ALEXANDER   W.    GILLMAN. 


Illustrated  with  Engravings  of  Coats  of  A  rms,  Portraits,  Copies  of         ^ 
Ancient  Pedigrees y  Monumental  Inscriptions,  &c.,  &c. 


Volume   II. 

C 

LONDON:       ;**'  VV  \/  ,.'.^  ;;'  ' 

ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row. 

1895. 


{_A/I  rights  reserved. '\ 


^ 

-r 


t.\  y  ^ 


-xia^i  -, 


; 


Chapter  IX. 
The  Gilmans  of  Norfolk. 

ARTHUR   GILMAN,  in  his  "  History  of  the   Gilraan  Family," 
which    is   principally   the   history  of   the   American    and   the 
Norfolk  branches,  commences  the  latter  with  Edward  Gilman 
of  Caston,  who  died  in  the  year  1573. 


The  aim  of  the  author  of  these  present  searches  has  been  to  trace 
the  family  further  back  than  Edward  of  Caston,  but  owing  to  the 
frequent  interruptions  in  the  continuity  of  the  wills  registered  in  the 
four  various  Norfolk  Probate  Registries,  and  the  non-existence  of 
Parish  Registers  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  it  is  impossible  in  one  unbroken  chain  to  carry  the  family 
further  back.  But  the  discoveries  the  writer  has  made,  which  are  the 
result  of  much  labour  and  expense,  will,  he  thinks,  be  of  great  interest, 
especially  to  his  American  kinsmen,  enabling  them  to  have  a  greater 
retrospective  view  of  their  family  history  in  Norfolk  of  over  200  years, 
and  by  connection  with  the  other  branches  of  the  family,  still  earlier 
records,  viz.,  to  John  Gylemyn,  King's  Marshal  in  Henry  III.'s  reign, 
A.D.  1 26 1,  and  probably  still  further  to  Gilmin  Troed-dhu,  820  A.D., 
and  Coel  Godeboc,  King  of  the  Britains,  circa  300  A.D. 

The  earliest  Gilman  record  specially  connected  with  Norfolk  gives, 
singularly  enough  the  name  of  Geoffrey  Gilemyn,  as  belonging  to  the 
Lete  of  St.  Peter,  Mancroft,  Norwich,  on  a  Norwich  Roll,  6  L.  R., 
No.  9,  circa  1300-10.  This  is  probably  the  same  Geoffrey  Gilmyn  as 
the  Keeper  of  Canterbury  Castle,  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter, 
'  Gillmans  of  Kent.' 

M 
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These  being  the  only  two  instances  which  the  writer  has  met  with 
of  the  names  of  Geoffrey  connected  with  Gilmyn,  and  as  the  dates 
agree  in  time,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  other  than 
one  and  the  same  person.  This  shows  a  distinct  connection  with  the 
Gilmyns  of  Kent  and  probably  also  with  those  of  Bristol. 

"^  Reginall  Gilmyn  of  Pagrave,  and  Cecilia,  his  wife,  who  were 
parties  to  a  'fine'  of  land  in  Shipdham  in  6  Edward  III.  (1333),  a 
village  about  six  miles  north  of  Caston,  are  probably  the  ancestors  of 
the  Caston  and  Hingham  Gilmans. 

The  wills  registered  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Norwich  commence 
in  the  year  141 6,  and  the  oldest  Gylmyn  will  is  that  of  Alice  Gylmyn 
of  Upton,  dated  the  Feast  of  Saints  Fabian  and  Sebastian  in  the 
year  1426.  It  is  written  in  Latin,  and  Alice  desires  to  be  buried  in 
the  churchyard  of  St.  Margaret's,  of  Upton,  a  parish  12  miles  north- 
east of  Norwich  and  1 1  west  from  Yarmouth,  the  parish  church  being 
dedicated  to  St.  Margaret. 

There  are  no  relations  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Alice  Gylmyn,  so 
there  is  no  further  clue  from  this,  the  oldest  testamentary  record  of  the 
Gylmyns  in  Norfolk.  It  will  be  remembered  the  other  oldest  Gylmyn 
will,  that  of  Thomas  Gylmyn  of  Bristol,  is  dated  22  years  before  this 
Norfolk  one. 

The  proximity  of  Upton  to  the  ancient  port  of  Yarmouth  would 
betoken  that  the  Gylmyns  arrived  in  Norfolk  by  sea.  Landing  at  that 
port  or  at  Norwich,  which  was  a  more  important  port  at  that  time  than 
Yarmouth,  they  came  possibly  from  Kent,  being  connected,  as  indicated 
by  the  Norwich  Roll  of  1300-10,  with  Geoffrey  Gilmyn,  appointed  in 
1327  by  Edward  III.  the  Keeper  or  Governor  of  Canterbury  Castle. 
Or,  perhaps,  from  the  more  distant  port  of  Bristol  amongst  the 
numerous  vessels  trading  from  that  port,  from  which,  as  we  have  seen 
in  Chapter  VII.,  'The  Gillmans  of  Bristol,'  there  was  much  communi- 
cation with  Yarmouth  and  Norwich  connected  with  the  woollen  trade, 
Norwich  and  Bristol  being  in  the  fourteenth  century  the  chief  seats 
of  that  manufacture. 
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The  next  Norfolk  will  is  registered  in  the  Norwich  Archdeaconry 
Court,  the  wills  of  which  commence  in  1469,  and,  singular  to  say,  is 
that  of  another  Alice  Gylmyn,  described  as  a  widow  and  of  Norwich, 
and  desiring  to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Clement  at  the 
Bridge,  in  Norwich.  It  is  dated  April  3,  1500,  and  proved  on  May  4, 
1501. 

She  leaves  tenements  in  St.  Clement's  parish  to  be  sold  and  the 
proceeds  to  be  disposed  of  "  in  fulfilling  the  will  of  Robert  Gylmyn 
late  mine  Husband."  The  will  of  Robert  Gylmyn  does  not  appear  to 
be  now  in  existence  as  it  cannot  be  found  in  the  Norfolk  or  other 
registries.  The  only  other  relation  mentioned  in  Alice  Gylmyn's  will 
is  her  daughter. 

Rather  older  than  the  above  will,  but  proved  in  the  Ipswich 
Registry,  is  that  of  Johes  (John)  Gylmyn  of  Walbswyk  (Walbers- 
wick),  dated  8th  of  February,  1446.  Walberswick  is  one  mile  from 
Southwold  on  the  sea  coast  of  Suffolk,  not  far  south  of  Lowestoft,  a 
port  ten  miles  south  of  Yarmouth.  This  is  again  evidence  that  the 
Gylmyns  arrived  in  the  Eastern  Counties  by  sea.  In  Suffolk  the  name 
is  only  to  be  found  in  close  proximity  to  the  County  of  Norfolk  near 
the  sea  coast  and  then  the  family  died  out,  moved  into  Norfolk,  or 
further  west  by  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century.  No  name  is 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Gylmyn  of  Walbswyk,  except  that  of 
his  wife  Alice.  This  is  not  the  before-mentioned  Alice  Gylmyn, 
widow,  of  Norwich,  as  her  husband's  name  was  Robert. 

The  connection  of  the  early  Gylmyns  of  the  Suffolk  border  with 
Norfolk  is  shown  in  the  next  will  of  Richard  Gylman  (sic)  of  Coorton 
(Corton),  dated  Nov.  10,  1540,  Corton  being  on  the  sea  coast  about 
three  miles  north  of  Lowestoft,  Suffolk,  and  seven  miles  south  of 
Yarmouth,  Norfolk.  The  testator  leaves  his  house  in  *  Yermouth ' 
and  all  his  houses  and  lands  in  Corton  for  ten  years  to  his  wife  and 
then  to  his  son,  Richard  Gylman. 

About  the  same  time  is  the  will  of  Thomas  Gylmyn  "  now 
dwelling  at  St.  Martin  at  the  oak  Norwich,"  so  called  "  from  a  large 
oak  tree  which  stood  in  the  churchyard,  and  in  which  was  placed  the 
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image  of  our  Lady."     This  will  was  proved  19  July,  1536,  and  again 
Alice  Gylmyn  is  left  a  widow,  but  no  children's  names  are  mentioned. 

Thomas  Gylmyn  of  Norwich  is  described  as  a  wool  and  worsted 
manufacturer,  the  name  worsted  being  derived  from  the  town  of 
Worstede,  situated  about  13  miles  north  of  Norwich,  the  original 
seat  of  the  manufacture.  The  wool  trade  and  manufacture  of  woollen 
goods  being  the  great  early  trade  of  Bristol  and  afterwards  of  Norwich, 
as  we  have  already  noticed. 

In  the  next  will  that  of  "John  Gilmyn  the  Elder,"  we  find  the 
family  27  miles  north-west  of  Norwich,  or  at  Little  Walsingham. 
He  desires  to  be  burled  at  the  Church  of  All  Hallows,  Little  Wal- 
singham, "  before  the  Image  of  our  ladye  in  the  Wall."  This  was 
a  most  noted  place  of  pilgrimage,  Kings  and  Queens  of  England  and 
distinguished  foreigners  from  all  parts  of  Europe  resorting  hither  to 
pay  their  devotions  at  the  famous  shrine  of  our  Lady  of  Walsingham. 
The  last  regal  devotee  was  Henry  VIIL,  who,  in  the  second  year  of 
his  reign,  A.D.  15 10,  walked  barefoot  to  the  shrine  from  Barsham,  a 
village  distant  about  three  miles.  The  King,  however,  a  few  years 
later  (1538)  very  ungallantly  caused  the  image  to  be  burned  at  Chelsea. 

The  will  of  John  Gilmyn  the  Elder,  of  Little  Walsingham,  was 
proved  23  June,  1505,  by  his  wife  Elyn,  and  four  days  later  that  of 
his  son,  John  Gilmyn  of  the  same  place,  was  proved  by  his  wife  Alice. 
Again  we  have  no  children's  names  mentioned. 

At  Ingworth,  about  1 3  miles  north  of  Norwich,  a  William  Gylmyn 
in  the  year  1545  resides  and  is  buried  in  the  churchyard  there,  and 
only  Margaret  his  wife  is  mentioned  in  his  will,  proved  19th  Oct.,  1545. 

In  March,  1558,  Rauff  (Ralf)  Gylman  (sic)  dies  at  Shipdenham 
(Shipdam),  14  miles  east  of  Norwich  and  six  miles  north  of  Caston, 
according  to  his  will,  dated  March  21,  1558,  and  proved  on  the  14th 
March,  in  the  same  year. 

This  brings  us  to  the  nearest  record  in  time  and  place  to  Edward 
Gylman  of  Caston,  hitherto  the  oldest  known  ancestor  of  the  Norfolk 
Gilmans. 
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Ralf  Gylman  leaves  to  his  'uncle's  children'  (no  names  given) 
all  his  lands  and  houses  in  Shipdam,  and  Carbrooke  a  village  half-- 
way  between  Shipdam  and  Caston,  being  three  miles  from  the  latter 
place,  the  uncle  to  occupy  them  till  the  children  come  of  age.  There 
was  no  doubt  a  close  relationship  between  Ralf  Gylman  of  Shipdam 
and  Edward  Gylman  of  Caston,  the  latter,  probably,  being  one  of  the 
former's  'uncle's  children,'  and,  therefore,  they  were  first  cousins.      . 

From  the  Parish  Register  of  Caston  it  is  found  that  Edward 
Gilman  married  Rose  Rysse  on  June  12,  1550,  who  survived  her 
husband  and  proved  his  will,  which  was  dated  Feb.  5,  1573,  on  July  7 
in  the  same  year.  By  his  will  he  devised  his  houses  and  lands  in 
Caston  to  his  eldest  son,  John,  and  his  other  estates,  lands  at  Saham 
Toney  being  mentioned,  were  divided  between  his  other  three  sons 
and  his  five  daughters.  .  The  widow  married  again  at  Caston,  April  3, 
1578,  and  was  buried  at  Caston,  Oct.  3,  1613. 

As  the  Parish  Registers  of  Caston  commence  in  1539,  the  date 
and  place  of  birth  of  Edward  Gilman  are  not  known. 

The  children  of  Edward  Gilman  of  Caston  and  Rose  Rysse  his 
wife  were  : 

Second  Generation. 
I.    John, 

II.     Edward, 

III.  Robert,  who  was  baptised  at  Caston,  July  10,    1559.     He 

married  Mary ,  and  was  buried  at  Caston,  March 

6,  1 63 1.  On  March  2,  163 1,  he  enfeoffed  his  son  John 
with  the  lands  which  had  been  left  to  him  in  his 
father's  will,  of  whom  directly. 

IV.  Laurence,  baptised   at    Caston,    Nov.   3,    1561  ;    buried   on 

Aug.  21,  1629,  at  the  same  place.  Will  dated  Aug.  i, 
1629;  was  proved  Dec.  8,  1629.  He  married  first 
Elizabeth  James  of  Caston,  June  20,  1588,  who  was 
buried  in  the  same  place,  Dec.  20,  1602.  He  married 
secondly  Joan  Sponer,  who  outlived  him,  of  whom 
presently. 
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1.  Margaret. 

2.  Katherine. 

3.  Rose. 

4.  Jone. 

5.  Elizabeth. 

The  author  has  arranged  the  particulars  of  the  birth,  marriage, 
death,  burial,  &c.,  of  all  the  descendants  of  the  above-named  sons,  as 
collected  by  Samuel  Heyhoe  Le  Neve  Gilman,  together  with  some 
further  particulars  ascertained  by  the  writer,  in  the  form  of  a  pedigree 
at  the  end  of  this  chapter,  from  which  all  the  various  relations  can  be 
the  most  plainly  seen. 

In  the  following  pages,  for  convenience  of  description,  the  same 
division  into  generations,  as  adopted  by  Arthur  Gilnxan  in  his  book, 
will  be  followed.  The  above-mentioned  children  of  Edward  Gilman 
being  the  Second  Gserieration.  ...  ' 

Some  of  the  Gilmans  now  appear  to  have  moved  to  Hingham, 
a  small  market  town  about  5^  miles  from  Caston,  six  miles  west 
from  Wymondham,  and  now  three  miles  S.W.  from  Kimberley  and 
Hardingham  Stations  on  the  Dereham  branch  line.  The  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  is  a  noble  edifice  of  flint  stone  and  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  Decorated  style,  consisting  of  chancel,  lofty  nave, 
aisles,  south  porch,  and  a  massive  western  tower,  containing  eight 
bells.  On  the  floor  of  the  church  are  several  monumental  stones  to 
the  memory  of  many  members  of  the  Gilman  family  of  several  genera- 
tions, bearing  the  family  arms  and  crest.  Some  of  the  inscriptions  on 
these  tablets  are  given  on  the  following  pages. 

The  children  of  Robert  Gilman,  of  Caston  and  Mary his 

wife  were  : 

Third   Generation. 

I.     Robert  of  Hingham,  who  married   first  Rose  Hawes,   at 

Hingham,  May  14,  161 1,  and,  second,  Mary ,  who 

survived  him,  proving  his  will,  dated  Sept.  27,  1658, 
on  Jan.  21,  1658-9,  of  whom  directly. 
II.     Edward,  married  at  Hingham,  June  3,  1614,  to  Mary  Clark. 
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The  date  of  birth  of  these  two  sons  is  not  known,  the  Register  at 
Hingham  commencing  1601. 

Edward  Gilman  and  his  wife,  three  sons,  two  daughters  and  three 
servants  emigrated  to  America  on  April  26,  1638,  leaving  Gravesend 
on  that  date  in  the  ship  Diligent^  of  Ipswich,  Captain  John  Martin, 
and  arrived  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  10,  1638. 

Edward  Gilman  became  thus  the  ancestor  of  nearly  all  the  large 
family  of  Gilmans  now  in  America  (see  'The  American  Gilmans,' 
Chapter  XII.)     The  occasion  of  this  emigration  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Rev.  Robert  Peck,  who  was  then  Rector  of  Hingham,  having 
been  instituted  as  far  back  as  the  year  1605,  was  "  a  man  of  very 
violent  and  schismatical  spirit."  He  pulled  down  the  rails  and  levelled 
the  altar  and  the  whole  chancel  a  foot  below  the  church  ;  but  being 
prosecuted  for  it  by  Bishop  Wren,  he  determined  to  leave  the  kingdom 
and  seek  a  shelter  in  the  New  World.  A  party  of  133  men,  women 
and  children,  his  parishioners,  having  sold  their  estates  for  half  their 
value,  joined  him,  and  including  Edward  Gilman,  his  wife  and  children, 
sailed,  as  before  mentioned,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Hingham,  on 
Massachusetts  Bay,  at  which  place  emigrants  from  Hingham,  England, 
had  settled  five  years  previously. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Peck,  who  had  promised  never  to  desert  his 
flock,  hearing  that  the  Bishops  in  England  were  deposed,  left  them  to 
shift  for  themselves  and  returned  to  Hingham,  England,  in  the  year 
1646,  was  re-instituted  into  the  rectory  and  died  there  in  the  year  1656. 

The  other  two  sons  of  Robert  Gilman  were  : 

III.  Lawrence,  baptised  at  Caston,  Dec.   i,   1594.     He  married 

Anne  .      His  will  was  proved  on  8  Feb.,    1647, 

mentioning  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Katherine. 

IV.  John,  baptised  at  Caston,  Feb.  28,  1598.     He  was  enfeoffed 

by  his  father  in  March,  1631,  of  lands,  devised  to  him 
by  his  father,  Edward,  in  1572.  His  will  was  proved 
14  June,  1639,  by  his  wife  Anne. 
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Children  of  Laurence  Gilman,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  James : 

I.     Leonard,    baptised    at    Caston,    Aug.    17,    1597.      Married 

Elizabeth ,  who  survived  him  and  proved  his  will, 

dated  Sept.  9,  1634,  on  Feb.  3,  1635.  He  was  buried 
at  Caston,  Sept.  24,  1634,  of  whom  presently. 
II.  Edward,  married  at  Caston,  Jan.  29,  1614,  Rebecca  Spooner, 
and  was  buried  at  Caston,  Dec.  24,  1624,  leaving  one 
child,  Edward,  bapt.  at  Caston,  Dec.  30,  1615,  who 
received  an  annuity  as  "lame  grandchild"  in  Lawrence's 
will  in  1629  and  is  mentioned  in  his  Uncle  Leonard's 
will  in  1634.     He  died  unmarried. 

Children  of  ROBERT  Gilman  of  Hingham,  and  Rose  Hawes,  his 
first  wife : 

Fourth  Generation. 

I.     Daniel,  third  son  and  fourth  child,  baptised  at  Hingham, 
March  25,  1624,  who  was  father  of 

1.  Mary,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Nov.  8,  1647. 

2.  Daniel,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Feb.  14,  1648;  married  Ann 

;   will   proved    17 13    or    14,    and   had   issue  (i) 

Daniel,  who  married  Sarah  Andrews  and  was  buried 
at  St.  Lawrence,  Norwich,  17 16,  having  one  son, 
Daniel,  of  whom  nothing  is  known ;  (2)  John ;  (3) 
Luke,  of  whom  we  have  no  particulars. 

3.  Edward,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  April  12,  1651. 

II.     A   daughter,  who   married,   first,  Thomas   Beloe ;    second, 
Bayes. 

Children  of  Robert  Gilman  and  Mary ,  his^'^ond  wife : 

I.     Samuel,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Oct.  5,  1644,  blmed  at  Hingham, 

Sept.  2^,   1698.      He  married  Lydia  Williams,  at  St. 

Peter's,   Hungate,    Norwich,    July   i,    1674.      She  was 

buried  at  Hingham,  Aug.  7,  1727.     Of  whom  directly. 

II.     Four  daughters,  named  ISIary,  Sarah,  Anne  and  Lidia. 
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Elizabeth, 
bom  in  1741. 
d.  Nov.  S,  179; 


House,  Norfolk. 


bom  in  1750. 

s  G,  Payne,  of  Hinghai 


b.  Sept.  28,'i77i. 
m.  Joseph  Howlett. 


bora  Nov.  25,  1779. 


married  Anne  C 

Feb.  18,  i8if 

d.  s. p.  April  4,  I 


IDWARD  CASEOILMA^ 

born  Nov.  28,   1775. 

married  second  wife, 

Sophia  Fulcher, 

Nov.  8,  1842. 

died  April  28,  1855. 


Seven  other  childrec 
who  died  young. 


Cbarles  Giluan, 


died  unmarried. 


Suckling, 
married  at  St. 
Margaret's.  Norwich 
Aug.  28,  1804. 


Edward  Oilman,: 
bora  at  Hingham, 
March  31,  1811. 
Emigrated  to  Canada 
in  1836,  relumed  to 
Hingbam,  England, 


iMary  Thompson, 


married  John  Harvey  of  Norwich. 


t  St.  Andrew's,  Norv 


Rev.  Patrick  Roylc. 


Ann  Suckling  Oilman, 

bom  June  27,  i8oq. 

:.  W.  T.  D.  Eagles,  of  Aylesbury. 

d.  July  3,  1887.     No  issue. 


bora  Oct,  IS,  1833. 


Marv  Elizabeth, 


1.  Aug.  4,  1859,  Eliz.  P.  Johnson 
Emigrated  to  U.S.A.,  where 
he  died,  leaving  two  daus. 


b.  March  24,  185 

married  June  6,  il 

J.  Stanley. 


Ellkn  Lydia,  b.  Aug.  25,  i860. 

m.  Sept.  22,  1892, 

James  Pond  Adair,  of  Chicago,  U.S.A. 

died  July  31,  1894,  leaving  one  son, 

Charles  Oilman  Adair, 

b.  Sept.  II,  1893. 


B  arri  ster-at-Law. 


I  Charlotte 


Gilman,=^Gertrude  V 
m.  Aug. 


Rose  Lvdia 

Oilman, 

March  18,  1847. 


Edward  Philip 


JfARV  Gk 

IRUDE 

Henry  Char 

b.  Dec.  6 

1882. 

Ran  DON, 

d.  March  4 

,  1884. 

b.  Feb.  14,  iS 
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Children  of  Leonard  Gilman,  Esq.,  of  Caston,  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife : 

I.     John. 
II.     Robert. 
III.     Lawrence. 

Children  of  Samuel  Gilman,  Esq.,  and  Lydia  his  wife : 

Fifth  Generation. 
I.     Samuel,  born  1675,  of  whom  directly. 
II.     Mordecai,  never  married. 

III.  Robert,  married  ,  and  had  one  son,  Robert,  who  died 

without  issue,  at  Spitalfields.   Will  proved  May  1 2, 1 766. 

IV.  Reuben,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev.  —  Stannard  of 

Laxfield,  and  niece  of  Laurence  le  Neve,  and  had  issue: 

1.  Sarah,  born  1712  ;  died  March  7,  1733. 

2.  Henriette,  born  1716;  died  Dec.  14,  1738. 

3.  Reuben,  died  unmarried. 

4.  Charles,  died  unmarried. 

5.  John,  married  Mary  Williams,  and  had  three  children, 

Mary,  John  and  Reuben,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
and  were  buried  at  Bungay,  and  a  daughter,  Mary, 
who  married  Edward  Bodham  and  died  without  issue. 

Samuel  Gilman,  Esq.,  married,  y?;^^-/,  Hester,  daughter  of  William 
Le  Neve  of  Wymondham,*  on  Nov.  13,  1701,  at  Wymondham  Church. 

*  The  family  of  Le  Neve  is  one  of  great  antiquity  and  respectability.  The  following  is  the 
pedigree  of  the  branch  referred  to  in  the  text : 

Adam  Le  Neve,  time  of  Edward  I.,  had 

Jordan  Le  Neve  of  Quiddenham,  Norfolk,  of  the  time  of  Edward  II.     He  had 

Jeffry  Le  Neve,  who  had 

Robert  Le  Neveof  Tivetshall,  County  Norfolk,  ist  year  of  Henry  IV.'s  reign,  1399.    He  had 

John  Le  Neve  of  Tivetshall,  6th  year  of  Henry  VI. 's  reign,  1428.     He  had 

Robert  Le  Neve  of  Tivetshall,  i486.     He  had 

Geoffrey  Le  Neve  of  Tivetshall;  died  1539.  He  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Roger,  and 
sister  of  William  Brett,  and  had 

Lawrence  Le  Neve  of  Aslacton,  County  Norfolk;  died  1587.  He  married  Aveline  Martin, 
and  had 

Jeffrey  Le  Neve  of  Aslacton,  born  1578.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Robert  Burcham 
of  Aslacton.     He  was  own  uncle  to  Sir  William  Le  Neve,  Clarencieux  King  at  Arms.     He  had 

Thomas  Le  Neve,  born  1614 ;  married,  1639,  Alice  Greenwood,  and  had 

William  Le  Neve  of  Wymondham;  died  1720.  He  married  for  his  second  wife,  Alice 
Burrell,  and  had 

Hester  Le  Neve  ;  died  1724.     She  married  Samuel  Gilman,  as  above. 
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Second^  Anna,  daughter  of  Francis  Amy  as,  who  was  born  in  1677,  and 
by  whom  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  children.  He  died 
Nov.  28,  1 741,  and  a  tablet  to  his  memory  is  erected  in  the  chancel 
of  Hingham  Church,  where  he  is  buried. 


Tablet  of  Samuelis  Gilman. 


At 


^ :: — y 


M.  S. 

Samuelis  Gthnaii,  Generosty 

Qui  Uxoribus  Maritum,  natis  Parentemy 

Scrvis  Magistrum;  Jiindis  Amicitia  Amicujn ; 

Semper  se  prcEstitit  optimum. 

Sine  Invidia  Laudem  meruit 

Et  placidaifi  Egit  vitam  : 

Morte  710)1  Acerha  quievit ; 

Die  28°  Nov.  1741  ; 

Anno  j^t.  66. 

Haud  procul  ab  hoc  deposita  sunt  ossa 

Patris  et  Matris 

Samuelis  et  Lydice  Gilman. 


The  inscriptions  on  the  opposite  page  are  over  the  graves  of  the 
two  wives  of  Samuel  Gilman  in  the  chancel  of  Hingham  Church. 
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Hestera  Gilman 

Gulielmi  Le  Neve  Generosi  Filia 

Samuelis  Gtlmati  hufus  Parochtce  Generosi 

Uxor  charissima 

Ret  domesticcB  &  pollentissima 

Christiance  patientice  insigne  exemplar  : 

Obijt  23°  February 

Anno\^^^''^''  ^724 

(  stalls  Slice  43° 

Hie  quoque  jacent 

Hestera  &  Sara 

OptimcE.  Spet\  nee  no7t 

Amantissifnortmi  parentum 

Filice. 


[Crest  as  above.] 

Hie  facet 

Anna,  Francisci  Amy  as  Generosi  Nata, 

Samuelis  Gilman   Uxor  altera, 

QucB 

Pare7itibus  Reverentia 

Marito  Fidelitate 

Familiaribus  Amicitia 

Pauperibus  Charitate 

Deo  Pietate 

rite  peractis 

immaculata 

SI  qucB  alia 

Morte  succubuit 

Die  Mar  tie  10 

Anno  j^t.  63 

Salutis  1740. 
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Samuel  Gilman,  Esq.,  by  his  first  wife,  Hester,  had  issue  : 

Sixth  Generation. 

I.  Alice,  born  in  1706  ;  died  March  9,  1777  ;  married  Rev.  John 
Breeze,  M.A.,  who  was  20  years  Rector  of  Hingham, 
and  whose  monumental  tablet  is  in  the  floor  of  the 
chancel  of  the  church  at  Hingham. 
II.  Samuel,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Dec.  30,  1708  ;  died  in  the  same 
place,  March  20,  1768.     Of  whom  directly. 

III.  Hester,  died  unm.  )  Buried  in  Hingham  Church.   Their  monu- 

IV.  Sarah,  died  unm.  S     ments  are  on  the  floor  of  the  chancel. 
V.     Mary,  born   in    1726;   died  July   22,    1763;   married   Capel 

Bringloe. 


Samuel  Gilman,  Esq.,  married  Frances,  dau.  of  the  Rev.  Edward 
Heyhoe  of  Hardingham,  Oct.  22,  1740,  at  Wicklewood.  She  died 
March  23,  1767,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Hingham  Church. 
They  had  issue  : 

Seventh  Generation. 

I.     Elizabeth,  born  in  1741  ;  died  Nov.  8,  1797. 
II.     Samuel,  bapt.  Oct.,  1 3,  1 742,  at  Hingham ;  buried  in  the  same 
place,  Dec.  13,   1826;  married  Lydia,  dau.  of  Edward 
Case,  of  Pattisley  House,  Norfolk,  Dec.  27,  1770.     Of 
whom  presently. 

III.  Reuben,  born  Jan.   21,    1743;   died  at   Hardingham  Hall, 

Nov.  23,  1789;  married  Anna  Ellis,  of  Wymondham, 
June  15,  1769.  She  died  Dec.  12,  1787.  Of  whom 
hereafter. 

IV.  Frances,  died  in  infancy. 
V.     John,  ditto. 

VI.  Hester,  born  in  1750  ;  died  March  14,  1834  ;  married  Thomas 
Gregson  Paine,  Esq.,  of  Hingham.  Her  monument  is 
in  the  church. 
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Samuel  Gilman  was  an  attorney-at-law,  and  in  Hingham  Church 
are  the  epitaphs  of  himself  and  his  wife  : — 


To  the  memory  of 

Saimiel  Gilmmiy 

late  of  this  Parish^  Attorney  at  Law, 

whose  U7ihlemished  honor  in  his  profession 

spoke  him  the  honest  man ; 

Generous  and  sincere  Friend. 

He  departed  this  life  the  itth  of  March 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1768, 

and  in  the  both  year  of  his  age. 

Also  in  memory  of 

John  &  Frances  Gilmany 

Son  and  daughter  of 

Samtiel  Gilman  and  Frances  his  wife^ 

who  died  in  their  infancy. 
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To  the  memory  of 

Frances  the  wife  of 

Samuel  Gihnan^ 

late  of  this  Parish,  Gentlemaji, 

and  daughter  of  Edward  Heyhoe,  Clerk, 

late  of  Hardiftgham. 

She  zvas  a  tender  and  affectionate  wife, 

kind  and  indulgent  Mother, 

a  sincere  and  constant  friend, 

whose  amiable  qualities  made  her  greatly 

respected  by  all  her  acquaintances. 

She  departed  this  life  the  20th  of  March, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1767, 

and  in  the  sSth  year  of  her  age. 
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Children  of  Samuel  Oilman,  Esq.,  and  Lydia,  his  wife : 
Eighth  Generation. 
I.     Lydia,  born  Sept.  28,   1771  ;  died  Jan.  21,    181 6;  married 
Joseph  Howlett,  Nov.  2,  1792. 
II.     Francis  Heyhoe,  born  Nov.  28,   1772;  died  Dec.  30,   1866, 
aged  94  years. 

III.  Samuel  Heyhoe  Le  Neve,  born  Nov.  12,  1773  ;  died  without 

issue,  April  4,  i860,  aged  86  years.  He  married  Ann 
Case,  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Feb.  3,  181 8;  she  died 
Feb.  9,  1879,  aged  85  years. 

IV.  Maria  and  six  other  children,  who  died  in  infancy. 

V.  Edward  Case,  born  Nov.  28,  1775,  died  April  28,  1855; 
married  first,  Elizabeth  Margaret  Buck,  Jan.  7,  1807; 
second,  Sophia  Fulcher,  Nov.  8,  1842,  by  whom  he  had 
no  children.     By  his  first  wife  he  had  issue, 

Edward  Gilman,  born  at  Hingham,  March  31,  181 1,  emigrated  to 
Canada  in  1836,  and  married  Mary  Thompson,  Dec.  21,  1837,  ^t 
Simcoe  Talbot  District,  Canada  West,  and  by  her  had,  in  Canada, 
six  children,  who  are  the  only  surviving  representatives  of  this  branch 
of  the  family  (see  pedigree  at  the  end  of  chapter). 

VI.  Charles  Case,  born  Aug.  26,  1780;  married,  March  2,  1809, 
Catherine  Hammond  ;  died  in  1865,  leaving  no  children. 
VII.  Philip  Case,  born  28  March,  1783  ;  died  unmarried  Oct.  19, 
in  1858,  at  Hingham.  He  was  appointed  a  Cadet  in 
the  Bengal  Establishment,  July  4,  1804,  and  remained 
in  India  until  1829,  when  he  returned  to  Hingham  on 
account  of  his  health.  He  died  there  October  19,  1858, 
at  which  time  he  held  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Bengal 
Native  Infantry,  having  never  left  the  service  of  the 
Hon.  East  India  Company.  Upon  his  return  to  his 
native  place  in  1829,  he  was  received  with  marked 
tokens  of  welcome.  His  remains  are  interred  in  the 
churchyard  of  St.  Andrew's. 
VIII.  Henrietta,  born  Jan.  7,  1785;  died  Feb.  24,  1863;  married 
Harvey  Goodwin  of  Lynn. 
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These  epitaphs  are  to  be  found  in  Hingham  Church  : — 


To  the  memory  of 

Samuel  Gilman 

late  of  this  Parish,  Gentleman, 

the  eldest  son  of 

Saviuel  Gilman  by  Frances 

his  wife,  the  only  daughter  of 

the  Rev^-  Edward  Heyhoe 

late  of  Hardingham 

Born  13''^'  October,  1742 

Died  13''^'  December,  1826 


To  the  Memory  of 

Lydia  the  late  wife  of 

Samuel  Gilman  Gent. 

of  this  Parish 

and  daughter  of 

Edward  Case  Gent. 

of  Pattesly  House 

in  this  County 

Born  it'''  June  1743 

Died  14'^'  Ocf-  181 7 
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The  following  account  of  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Le  N.  Gilman  appeared 
in  the  Norfolk  C/iro/iiclc,  published  at  Norwich  : — 

"  In  our  last  we  recorded  the  death  on  the  4th  instant  of  Samuel 
Heyhoe  Le  Neve  Gilman,  Esq.,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age.  His 
remains  were  interred  on  Tuesday  last  at  Hingham.  The  funeral  was 
attended  by  his  relatives  and  friends,  and  many  of  the  tradesmen  and 
inhabitants  of  the  Parish.  During  nearly  all  his  long  life  he  resided 
in  his  native  town  of  Hingham,  in  which  place  his  family  have  been 
settled  for  many  generations,  and  have  always  held  a  high  and 
honorable  position.  As  a  private  gentleman  he  was  honoured  with 
the  friendship  of  many  of  the  noble  and  worthy  of  our  land ;  in  his 
own  circle  he  was  cherished  as  a  true  and  valued  friend ;  and  to  all, 
whether  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  he  readily  afforded  all  the  assist- 
ance in  his  power,  both  by  his  advice  and  his  purse.  As  a  lawyer,  his 
talents  and  high  moral  and  intellectual  character  procured  him  the 
respect  of  his  professional  brethren  and  the  confidence  of  his  clients. 
He  also  for  many  years  held  the  appointment  of  distributor  of  stamps 
for  Norwich  and  Norfolk.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he  took  a 
prominent  and  active  part  in  the  political  questions  and  contests  of 
the  day.  He  was  engaged  on  several  occasions  as  the  agent  of  the 
Conservative  party ;  and  his  strenuous  exertions  and  indefatigable 
zeal  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  Conservative  cause,  and 
ultimately  to  gain  the  elections  for  the  late  Edmund  Wodehouse,  Esq., 
one  of  the  late  Members  for  Norfolk.  His  name  is  so  identified  with 
the  prosperity  of  Hingham,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  person  in  the 
middle  ranks  of  life,  living  in  the  place,  who  has  not  been  benefited 
by  his  numerous  and  important  undertakings.  He  has  died  full  of 
years  and  full  of  honors.  He  has  carried  with  him  to  his  grave  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  his  private  worth ;  and  in  him 
many  have  lost  an  inestimable  friend,  a  kind  master,  and  a  generous 
benefactor.  Of  him  it  may  in  truth  be  said,  that  a  good  man  and  a 
good  Christian  has  passed  from  amongst  us." 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Le  N.  Gilman  collected  the  greater  part  of  the 
particulars  here  given  of  the  Norfolk  Gilmans  subsequent  to  those  of 
Edward  Gilman  of  Caston,  1573,  which  were  furnished  to  Mr.  Arthur 

N 
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Gilman,  now  Regent  of  Radcliffe  College,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.S.A., 
by  Mrs.  Ann  Gilman,  the  widow,  in  the  year  1865,  and  were  given  by 
him  in  his  'Gilman  Genealogy,'  published  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  1869.  Mr. 
S.  H.  Le  N.  Gilman  was  the  last  of  this  branch  of  Gilmans  living  in 
Hingham. 

Children  of  Reuben  Gilman,  Esq.,  and  Anna  his  wife : 

Eighth  Generation  (continued). 

I.     Anna,    born    June    13,    1770;    married    a    surgeon    named 

Keymer  and  went  to  America. 
II.     Seven  other  children,  who  died  young,  and  John,  born  Aug. 
9,  1782,  who  died  unmarried  at  Norwich,  July,  1842. 
III.     Charles,  born  Nov.  15,  1779. 

Charles  Gilman,  Esq.,  married  at  St.  Margaret's,  Norwich, 
Aug.  28,  1804,  Ann  Suckling,  niece  of  Capt.  Suckling,  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  who  first  took  to  sea  his  nephew,  Horatio  Nelson,  afterwards 
Lord  Nelson.     He  died  Jan.  6,  1857,  ^^^  ^3-*^  issue: 

Ninth  Generation. 

I.     Martha  Suckling,  born  Aug.  18,  1805  ;  married  John  Harvey 

of  Norwich.     Is  still  living  (March,  1895). 
II.     Charles  Suckling,  born  at  St.  Andrew's,  Norwich,  March 
18,  1807.     Of  whom  directly. 
HI.     Ann  Suckling,  born  June  27,  1809  ;  married  Woodfield  T.  D. 
Eagles  of  Aylesbury,  Buckinghamshire.     Died  July  3, 
—  1887.     No  issue. 

Charles  Suckling  Gilman,  Esq.,  married  at  St.  Martin's  in 
the  Fields,  London,  June  i,  1832,  Mary  Elgar  of  Wells,  Norfolk;  he 
died  at  Norwich,  March  8,  1888,  and  left  issue: 

Tenth  Generation. 

I.     Charles  Rackham  Gilman,  born   Oct.    15,    1833,   of  whom 
directly. 
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II.  William  Suckling,  born  Dec.  21,  1836;  married,  Aug.  4, 
1859,  Elizabeth  Press  Johnson,  and  emigrated  to 
U.S.A.,  where  he  died,  leaving  two  daughters,  Mary- 
Beatrice,  who  married  James  McCandlish  of  New 
Orleans,  and  was  left  a  widow  with  three  children, 
two  of  whom,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  survive ;  and 
Maud  Elizabeth,  who  married  T.  W.  Whiting  of  New 
York. 

III.  Marianne  Charlotte,  born  April  9,  1839. 

IV.  Lydia  Louisa,  born  Jan.  24,  1841  ;  died  May  15,  1841. 

V.     John  Henry  Stother,  born  Jan.  20,  1843.    Of  whom  presently. 

VI.     Rosa  Lydia,  born  March  18,  1847;  married  G.  B.  Kennett 

of  Norwich,  and  has  issue  one  son  and  four  daughters. 

VII.     Edward  Philip  Reuben,  born  Dec.  9,  1852.    Resides  in  India. 

The  following  account  of  Mr.  Charles  S.  Gilman  is  taken  from 
the  Norfolk  Chronicle^  of  March  17th,  1888  : — 

"  We  last  week  briefly  intimated  that  Mr.  Charles  Suckling 
Gilman,  of  St.  Giles'  Street,  in  this  city,  expired  shortly  before 
midnight  on  the  8th  inst.  Thus  there  is  removed  from  us  not  merely 
an  active  and  useful  citizen  who  had  attained  to  a  green  old  age — for 
he  was  an  octogenarian — but  one  who  in  his  day,  or  rather  throughout 
his  life,  contributed  to  the  commercial  status  of  Norwich.  And  when 
we  say  contributed,  the  term  is  to  be  understood  in  no  ordinary  sense, 
because  the  late  Mr.  Gilman  was  one  of  those  few  men  to  whom  the 
power  is  given  of  originating  and  founding  new  institutions  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community.  A  contemporary  of  the  late  Sir 
Samuel  Bignold  when  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  and  influence  as  an 
insurance  celebrity,  Mr.  Gilman  displayed  his  genius  and  exerted  his 
energy  in  the  same  field  of  insurance  enterprise,  though  with  a  some- 
what different  clioitele  to  serve.  For  considerably  more  than  half  a 
century  he  laboured  assiduously,  and  has  left  enduring  marks  of  his 
skill  and  energy  upon  our  local  life.  In  1824,  when  in  his  seventeenth 
year,  he  was  articled  to  a  solicitor,  and  early  displayed  that  contempt 
for  idleness  and  that  passion  for  industry  which  distinguished  him 
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throughout  his  career.  Within  a  year  of  receiving  his  'baptism  of 
law'  he  was  at  work  at  society-founding,  for  it  was  to  his  initiative 
that  the  Norwich  Law  Students'  Amicable  Society  owed  its  creation. 
Four  years  later  (in  1829)  he  was  following  the  practice  of  the  law, 
but,  unlike  so  many  men  of  that  generation,  he  recognised  even  then 
what  in  our  own  day  is  felt  to  be  such  an  important  desideratum — the 
physical  development  as  well  as  the  mental  culture  and  training  of 
young  people.  Accordingly  he  discerned  the  health-giving  advantages 
of  our  Norwich  streams — then  unpolluted — and  founded  the  Norfolk 
and  Norwich  Aquatic  Club,  which  at  one  time  engaged  in  rowing 
contests  with  crews  from  the  two  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge. He  also  aided  in  the  founding  of  the  Norwich  Athenaeum, 
which,  though  its  particular  form  had  disappeared  in  the  efflux  of 
time,  its  spirit  survives  and  dwells  amongst  us  in  other  institutions 
which  have  for  their  object  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the  people. 
These  were,  however,  but  the  initial  stages  on  that  road  towards  the 
establishment  of  local  institutions  with  which  Mr.  Gilman's  name  is 
inseparably  associated.  His  business  ventures  were  accompanied 
with  that  boldness  and  sagacity  without  which  originality  is  denied 
success.  In  1834  he  founded  the  ]\Iilitia  Substitute  Insurance  Associa- 
tion, which  was  welcomed  in  its  day  as  a  means  of  providing,  by  cash 
payment,  a  substitute  in  the  event  of  any  member  of  the  association 
being  drawn  for  military  service,  and  it  only  terminated  its  useful 
work  when  the  passage  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  rendered  its  purpose 
obsolete.  It  was  nine  years  later  (1843)  that  a  great  opportunity 
came  for  Mr.  Gilman.  In  the  August  of  that  year  occurred  the 
memorable  hailstorm,  which  levied  such  widespread  disaster  upon  the 
crops  of  the  country  that  a  voluntary  rate  was  made  in  many  places 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  and  as  a  means  of  future  protection  to 
farmers  against  pecuniary  losses  from  such  a  cause,  Mr.  Gilman 
applied  himself  to  the  founding  of  the  General  Hailstorm  Insurance 
Society,  to  which  he  became,  and  remained  till  his  death,  the  secretary, 
and  which  has  been  so  prosperously  and  beneficially  at  work  for 
upwards  of  a  generation.  Later  on  (in  1 846)  we  find  him  the  leading 
promoter  and  secretary  of  the  Norwich  Mutual  Marine  Assurance 
Society  ;  in  1849  ^6  established  the  Norfolk  Farmers  Cattle  Insurance 
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Society,  of  which  he  also  became  secretary;  and  in  1856  he  was  an 
able  assistant  to  his  son  (Mr.  C.  R.  Gilman)  in  the  formation  of 
another  insurance  office — the  Norwich  and  London  Accident  Insurance 
Association — which,  under  their  management,  has  a  reputation  far 
and  wide,  and  we  may  well  believe  a  very  long  and  prosperous  career 
before  it. 

"The  late  Mr.  Gilman  was  a  remarkable  example  of  the  truth, 
not  perhaps  commonly  understood,  that  it  is  the  busiest  man  who 
finds  the  most  leisure  in  which  to  engage  in  congenial  pursuits  outside 
the  routine  of  everyday  business  life.  His  occupations,  incessant  as 
was  the  demand  which  they  must  have  made  upon  his  time,  did  not 
prevent  him  from  doing  his  part  either  in  the  way  of  assisting  in  the 
municipal  government  of  the  city,  or  in  furthering  those  institutions, 
the  mission  of  which  was  to  bring  succour  and  support  to  the  sick  and 
suffering  and  necessitous  around  him.  In  the  former  connection 
we  have  to  record  that  he  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  the 
Corporation  of  pre-Reform  days,  having  been  elected  for  the  Wymer 
Ward  in  March,  1830,  a  member  for  some  time  of  the  present  Copora- 
tion,  a  revising  assessor,  a  member  of  the  old  Court  of  Guardians,  as 
well  as  of  the  present  body,  and  an  old  Paving  Commissioner.  In 
the  latter  connection  we  find  that  he  was  engaged  with  Joseph  John 
Gurney  and  others  in  founding  and  organizing  the  Norwich  District 
Visiting  Society — which,  when  he  was  the  active  counsellor  in  associa- 
tion with  the  late  Mr.  John  Withers  Dowson,  always  anticipated  the 
wants  of  the  unemployed  in  times  of  exceptional  distress  ;  he  was  one 
of  the  oldest  Life  Governors  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital ;  a 
member  of  the  Festival  Committee  (the  continued  success  of  which  is 
so  much  owing  to  the  services  so  fi-eely  and  effectually  given  for  its 
advancement  by  his  esteemed  son,  the  Honorary  Secretary)  ;  and  of 
the  committees  of  the  Blind  Institution,  the  Eye  Infirmary,  the  Dis- 
pensary and  the  Jenny  Lind  Infirmary.  Besides  this,  he  manifested 
great  interest  in,  and  was  a  liberal  supporter  of,  various  useful 
societies,  such  as  the  Horticultural  Society,  at  whose  shows  he 
officiated  for  years,  even  down  to  the  very  last,  as  one  of  the  judges ; 
of  the  Tradesmen's  Benevolent  Society,  the  Archaeological  Society, 
the  Museum,  the  City  Mission,  the  Norwich  Cricket  Club,  and,  in  fact, 
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almost  every  society  of  primary  importance  in  our  midst.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  observation  that  in  1847,  with  Mr.  John  Henry  Gurney  and 
the  late  Sir  Samuel  Bignold,  he  formed  the  Norwich  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  it  is  now  felt  ought  to  have  been  more  vigorously 
supported,  and  there  is  some  talk  of  reviving  it. 

"  Mr.  C.  S.  Gilman  was  descended  from  an  old  Norfolk  family, 
going  back  into  the  sixteenth  century,  and  one  of  his  maternal  ancestors 
was  the  great  Norfolk  hero,  Nelson.  In  politics  deceased  was  an 
earnest,  consistent  Conservative.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
deceased  gentleman  was  within  ten  days  of  completing  his  8ist  year. 
Of  an  exceedingly  kind,  amiable  and  genial  disposition,  Mr.  Gilman 
was  generally  esteemed — we  may  say  venerated.  With  the  exception 
towards  the  close  of  his  life  of  slight  deafness  and  severe  periodical 
attacks  of  bronchitis,  he  retained  his  faculties  unimpaired.  His  loss 
will  be  widely  felt  and  greatly  mourned." 

Charles  Rackham  Gilman,  Esq.,  married  Feb.  11,  1858, 
Sophie  Louisa,  daughter  of  Thomas  Storey  of  London.  He  resides 
at  Stafford  House,  Eaton,  Norwich,  and  has  issue: 

Eleventh  Generation. 

I.  Sophie  Mary,  born  ISIarch  24,  1859;  married  June  6,  1878, 
J.  Stanley.  Resides  abroad. 
II.  Ellen  Lydia,  born  August  25,  i860;  married  Sept.  22^  1892, 
James  Pond  Adair  of  Chicago,  U.S.A.,  and  died  July 
31,  1894,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  Gilman  Adair,  who 
w^as  born  Sept.  11,  1893. 
HI.     Charles  Storey,  born  May  13,  1864.     Of  whom  presently. 

The  following  short  biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  Charles  Rackham 
Gilman  is  abridged  from  a  local  publication : — 

"  Among  the  citizens  who  have  helped  to  keep  the  name  of 
Norwich  to  the  fore,  by  coupling  it  with  a  great  institution  of  his 
origination,  is  Charles  Rackham  Gilman,  Esq.,  who  was  ]\Iayor  in 
1882-3.  The  son  of  the  late  Charles  Suckling  Gilman  (who  was  a 
man  of  varied  gifts  and  great  business  capacity),  he  was  successful  in 
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establishing,  in  1856,  the  Norwich  and  London  Accident  Insurance 
Association,  Mr.  Gilman  succeeded  his  father  in  the  secretaryship  of 
the  General  Hail  Storm  Insurance  Society,  founded  in  1843,  to 
indemnify  agriculturists  and  others,  paying  a  moderate  premium, 
against  the  ruinous  consequence  which  often  attend  a  heavy  storm 
of  hail.  It  was  because  of  Mr.  Gilman's  acquaintance  with  agricul- 
tural matters,  through  his  business  relations  with  the  Hail  Storm 
Insurance  Society  that,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  disastrous  Cattle 
Plague  in  1865,  he  was  requested  by  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  the 
county  to  become  the  Secretary  of  the  Norfolk  Cattle  Plague  Associa- 
tion, the  members  of  which  adopted  a  scheme  of  mutual  insurance 
from  loss  by  that  fell  disease.  For  his  valuable  services  rendered  to 
that  Association  during  its  existence,  Mr.  Gilman  received  special 
recognition  at  the  hands  of  its  members.  In  1882  Mr.  Gilman,  a 
Conservative  in  politics,  was  urged  by  his  friends  to  enter  the  Town 
Council  in  succession  to  his  father,  who  had  been  also  a  member 
of  the  old  Corporation,  and  no  sooner  had  he  taken  his  seat  in  the 
Council  Chamber  than  he  was  unanimously  requested  to  accept  the 
position  of  President  of  the  Council  and  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  city. 
For  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Mayor,  Mr.  Gilman's  previous 
training,  in  connection  with  the  great  institutions  of  which  he  was 
secretary,  had  somewhat  prepared  him,  while  he  was  possessed  with 
the  tact  and  public  spirit  that  were  sure  to  make  his  election  satisfac- 
tory. Among  the  important  events  of  Mr.  Gilman's  Mayoralty  were 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  declaring  that  Mousehold 
Heath  was  an  estate  vested  in  the  Corporation  (since  which  time 
he  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Conservators  of  the  Heath),  and  the 
formal  opening  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital  by  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Connaught,  on  20th  August, 
when  a  grand  bazaar  was  held  in  the  completed  wing.  For  some 
years  Mr.  Gilman  has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  city  and  he 
is  an  active  supporter  of  our  leading  charities.  Though  a  sincere 
and  ardent  politician,  Mr.  Gilman  is  always  most  courteous  to  his 
opponents,  and  his  speeches,  remarkable  for  their  clearness,  deal  only 
with  principles,  never  with  persons.  It  is  this  fair-minded  dealing 
which  has  won  for  him  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  generally." 
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Mr.  Gilman  is  a  Member  of  the  Board  of  Management  of  the 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  of  which  he  has  also  been  chairman, 
and  is  a  Trustee  or  on  the  Committee  of  the  principal  Charities  in 
the  City. 

John  Henry  Stother  Gilman,  Esq.,  married  January  26,  1882, 
Eliza  Harriette  Worcester,  daughter  of  John  Randon  Worcester  of 
London,  and  has  issue  : 

L     Mary  Gertrude,  born  December  6,  1882  ;  died  March  4,  1884. 
11.     Henry  Charles  Randon,  born  February  14,  1884. 
HI.     Ann  Theodora,  born  November  5,  1885. 
IV.     Hetty  Irene,  born  January  8,  1887. 
V.     William  Geoffrey,  born  December  29,  1888. 
VI.     Mia  Christine,  born  May  21,  1893. 

Charles  Storey  Gilman,  Esq.,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 

Barrister-at-Law,   married    on  Aug.    i,    1889,   Gertrude,   daughter   of 

William  Wadsworth,  at  Eaton,  Norwich,  where  he  resides,  and  has 

issue : 

Twelfth  Generation. 

I.     Yvonne  Gertrude,  born  Sept.  i,  1891. 
II.     Aileen  Sophie  Mary,  born  April  12,  1893. 


JAMES    GILLMAN,    Surgeon, 

"The  Friend  ol  S.  T.  COLERIDGE." 
f From  an  Oil  Painting  in  the  possession  of  Alex.  IV.  Gitlman.J 
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The  Grove,  Highgate. 


Chapter  X. 


T/ie  Gillmaiis  of  Highgate  (Middlesex). 


LETTERS   OF   S.   T.   COLERIDGE. 


JAMES  GILLMAN,  the  well-known  surgeon  of  Highgate  (grand- 
father of  the  author  of  this  work)  was  born  at  Great  Yarmouth, 
Norfolk,  and  baptised  in  the  Parish  Church  of  that  town  on  the 
7th  of  July,  1782. 

He  was  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  John  Gilman  and  Elizabeth 
Bracey  of  Great  Yarmouth,  who  were  married  on  March  15th,  1777, 
at  the  Parish  Church  of  that  town.  John  Gilman  subsequently  married 
Frances  Keymer,  the  daughter  of  a  surgeon  at  Norwich,  and  dying  at 
Heigham,  near  Norwich,  in  January,  1821,  was  buried  at  St.  Peter's 
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Church,  Norwich,  January  15th,  182 1.  James  Gillman  acquired  his 
first  knowledge  and  taste  for  surgery  from  Mr.  Keymer,  having  been 
probably  articled  to  that  gentleman,  but  after  his  father's  second 
marriage,  he  came  up  to  London,  and  supporting  himself,  completed 
his  medical  and  surgical  training  at  the  Westminster  Hospital  and 
at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  where  he  obtained  in  the  year 
181 1  the  prize  for  his  essay  on  the  "Bite  of  a  Rabid  Animal," 
which  was  subsequently  published,  being  dedicated  to  Anthony 
Carlisle,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Royal  Academy  and 
Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  who  wrote  an  appendix  to  the 
same. 

James  Gillman  married  on  the  i8th  July,  1807,  at  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  London,  Anne  Harding,  daughter  of  James  Harding, 
Esq. 

He  settled  at  Highgate,  where  he  practised  as  a  surgeon,  and 
soon  became  well  known  for  his  medical  skill,  not  only  in  that 
suburban  village,  but  also  in  London,  to  which  he  was  frequently 
called  in  important  consultations. 

He  first  lived  on  Highgate  Hill,  but  afterwards  removed  to  No.  3 
in  The  Grove,  the  house  being  the  central  one  in  the  illustration 
heading  this  chapter.  A  view  of  the  back  of  the  house,  showing  the 
room  which  he  raised  in  the  roof  for  the  study  of  the  Poet  Coleridge, 
is  given  opposite  page  168.  The  latter  engraving  is  from  a  drawing 
in  the  writer's  possession,  made  by  Amelia  Boyce,  in  the  year  1835, 
and  now  published  for  the  first  time. 

His  acquaintance  with  the  Poet  and  Philosopher,  S.  T.  Coleridge, 
which  has  made  the  name  of  James  Gillman  as  world-wide  known  as 
that  of  his  inmate,  guest  and  friend,  began  in  the  year  18 16  in  this 
wise. 

Coleridge,  in  order  to  allay  the  pain  of  a  disease,  had  acquired 
the  habit  of  '  opium  eating '  in  the  form  of  taking  large  doses  of 
laudanum.  The  vice  became  one  of  which  he  could  not  break  himself, 
and  at  the  age  of  forty-three  he  at  last  perceived  that  his  only  hope  of 
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redemption  lay  in  a  voluntary  submission  of  his  enfeebled  will  to  the 
control  of  others,  and  he  had  apparently  just  strength  of  volition  to 
form  and  execute  the  necessary  resolve.  He  appears,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  have  consulted  a  physician  of  the  name  of  Adams,  who, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  put  himself  in  communication  with  Mr. 
Gillman  of  Highgate.  "  A  very  learned,  but  in  one  respect  an 
unfortunate  gentleman,  has,"  he  wrote,  "  applied  to  me  on  a  singular 
occasion.  He  has  for  several  years  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  large 
quantities  of  opium.  For  some  time  past  he  has  been  in  vain 
endeavouring  to  break  himself  of  it.  It  is  apprehended  his  friends 
are  not  firm  enough,  from  a  dread  lest  he  should  suffer  by  suddenly 
leaving  it  off,  though  he  is  conscious  of  the  contrary,  and  has  proposed 
to  me  to  submit  himself  to  any  regimen,  however  severe.  With  this 
view  he  wishes  to  fix  himself  in  the  house  of  some  medical  gentleman 
who  will  have  the  courage  to  refuse  him  any  laudanum,  and  under 
whose  assistance,  should  he  be  the  worse  for  it,  he  may  be  relieved." 
Would  such  a  proposal,  inquires  the  writer,  be  absolutely  inconsistent 
with  Mr.  Gillman's  family  arrangements  r  He  would  not,  he  adds,  have 
proposed  it  "  but  on  account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  character 
as  a  literary  man.  His  communicative  temper  will  make  his  society 
very  interesting  as  well  as  useful."  Mr.  Gillman's  acquaintance  with 
Dr.  Adams  was  but  slight,  and  he  had  had  no  previous  intention  of 
receiving  an  inmate  into  his  house.  But  the  case  very  naturally 
interesting  him,  he  sought  an  interview  with  Dr.  Adams,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  latter  should  drive  Coleridge  to  Highgate  the  following 
evening.  At  the  appointed  hour,  on  the  loth  of  April,  1816,  however, 
Coleridge  presented  himself  alone,  and,  after  spending  the  evening  at 
Mr.  Gillman's,  left  him,  as,  even  in  his  then  condition,  he  left  most 
people  who  met  him  for  the  first  time,  completely  captivated  by  the 
amiability  of  his  manners  and  the  charm  of  his  conversation.  The 
next  day  Mr.  Gillman  received  from  him  a  letter,  finally  settling  the 
arrangement  to  place  himself  under  the  doctor's  care,  and  on  the 
following  Monday  Coleridge  presented  himself  at  Mr.  Gillman's, 
bringing  in  his  hand  the  proof  sheets  of  '  Christabel,'  now  printed  for 
the  first  time.* 

*  Mr.  Traill's  "  Coleridge." 
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"From  his  ninth  year  Coleridge  had  been  a  wanderer  and  a 
sojourner,  finding  <  no  city  to  dwell  in,'  and  now,  when  he  was  at  his 
wits'  end,  tossed  in  a  sea  of  troubles,  the  waves  suddenly  stilled,  and 
he  felt  that  he  had  reached  his  desired  haven.  His  first  sight  of  the 
Gillmans  seems  to  have  convinced  him  of  this,  and  his  prescience  was 
justified,  for  during  the  eighteen  years  of  life  that  remained  to  him 
their  house  was  his  home."* 

A  cool  and  peaceful  evening  after  the  storms  of  a  hot  and  feverish 
day.  Here,  on  the  brow  of  Highgate  Hill,  to  quote  Carlyle,  "he  sat, 
looking  down  on  London  and  its  smoke-tumult,  like  a  sage  escaped 
from  the  inanity  of  life's  battle ;  attracting  towards  him  the  thoughts 
of  innumerable  brave  souls  still  engaged  there,— a  heavy-laden,  high- 
aspiring,  and  surely  much  suffering  man." 

He  began  his  residence  at  The  Grove,  Highgate,  simply  as  a 
temporary  patient,  but  before  three  months  had  passed  he  was 
inspired  to  write  thus  to  a  recent  acquaintance  who  had  done  him  a 
kindness : — 

"  If  I  omitted  this  due  acknowledgment,  I  should  think  myself 
less  deserving  of  the  fortunate  state  of  convalescence,  and  tranquil, 
yet  active  impulses,  which,  under  Providence,  I  owe  to  the  unrelaxed 
attention,  the  professional  skill,  and  above  all  to  the  continued  firm- 
ness and  affectionateness  of  the  medical  friend  whose  housemate  I 
have  been  for  the  last  three  months,  and  shall,  I  frzisf,  continue  to 
he  indefinitely."  f 

The  following  account  of  Coleridge's  life  at  Highgate  is  taken 
from  Professor  A.  Brandl's  "Life  of  Coleridge"  : — 

"  The  Gillmans  gave  our  poet  a  more  luxurious  refuge  at  Highgate 
than  he  had  had  with  the  kind  Morgans  at  Hammersmith.  They  were 
then  living  at  No.  3  in  The  Grove  and  had  a  portion  of  the  roof  raised 
in  order  to  gain  a  room  where  he  could  place  his  great  book  chests  and 

*  "Life  of  S.  T.  Coleridge,"  by  Mr.  J.  Dykes  Campbell.     1894. 

t  Letter  to  John  Gale,  8tli  July,  1816,  "  Lippingcott's  Magazine,"  June,  1874. 
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work  undisturbed.  His  windows  overlooked — and  overlook  still  —  a 
beautiful  view  of  the  Nightingale  Valley,  with  the  green  heights 
behind,  the  shady  walks  and  half-hidden  villas  of  Hampstead.  In 
the  depth  to  the  left  lies  the  great  metropolis — through  the  smoky 
cloud  of  which  many  a  soaring  tower  is  visible ;  while  the  sky  spreads 
forth  all  the  rich  colours  of  the  Western  sun.  The  Gillmans'  manner 
towards  him  was  all  that  was  sensible  and  hearty.  Their  grand- 
daughter, Mrs.  Henry  Watson  (St.  Leonard's  Vicarage,  Tring),  who 
admitted  me  with  utmost  kindness  to  the  family  traditions,  possesses 
portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman — he  with  brown  eyes  and  hair  and 
manly  expression  ;  she,  a  pretty  blonde,  with  rosy  cheeks  and  blue 
eyes.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  with  these  good  people  Coleridge 
felt  himself  at  home  for  eighteen  long  years.  Mr.  Gillman  had  an 
extensive  practice ;  still  he  found  time  to  enter  gladly  and  eagerly 
into  the  philosophical  discussions  of  his  guest.  Before  this  (as  we 
have  seen)  he  had  written,  in  a  professional  way,  "  A  Dissertation  on 
the  Bite  of  a  Rabid  Animal."  Now  he  turned  to  Schelling's  compre- 
hensive speculations,  and  worked  out,  in  conjunction  with  Coleridge, 
a  '  Theory  of  Life '  (printed  1848),  seeking  in  it  an  idea  of  life  capable 
of  being  enrolled  in  the  sphere  of  natural  science.  Mrs.  Gillman  was 
a  good  listener,  but  first  and  foremost  she  was  an  excellent  manager ; 
their  servants  remained  with  them  for  years.  She  was  proud  of 
ministering  to  the  happiness  of  the  celebrated  and  much-to-be-pitied 
poet :  nor  did  she  forget  the  ornaments  of  life,  and  had  always  some 
of  his  favourite  plants — geraniums  and  myrtles — in  his  room.  No 
opium  entered  the  house  unless  prescribed  by  the  doctor  for  very 
severe  pains.  On  the  other  hand,  relations  and  friends  were  welcomed 
at  all  times.  Mrs.  Coleridge  came  for  Christmas,  1822,  and  after  that 
maintained  a  confidential  correspondence  with  Mrs.  Gillman,  in  so  far 
an  advantage  to  her  husband,  who,  when  he  did  venture  to  open  her 
letters,  was  usually  dispirited  for  days.  Lamb  dined  with  them  almost 
every  Sunday.  Strangers  also,  from  all  parts,  anxious  to  know 
Coleridge,  were  readily  introduced.  It  would  take  long  to  enumerate 
the  names  of  those  who  sought  him  ;  from  that  of  Emerson,  the 
brilliant  American  essayist,  to  that  of  Joseph  Green,  the  celebrated 
surgeon,  who  acted  almost  the  part  of  an  amanuensis  ;  from  Hookham 
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Frere,  the  refined  ex-minister  and  Byron's  humorous  precursor,  to  the 
naive  and  often  over-enthusiastic  Thomas  Allsop,  who  would  willingly 
have  played  the  part  of  a  Boswell  if  he  had  had  the  talent  for  it. 
Dressed  all  in  black,  as  he  moved  through  house  and  garden,  Coleridge 
might  have  been  taken  for  a  clergyman.  He  shared  his  breakfast 
with  the  birds,  and  his  knowledge  with  his  friends,  without  greatly 
concerning  himself  about  either  class  of  guest.  On  being  asked  by 
Gillman's  son  (afterwards  the  Rev.  James  Gillman,  B.C.L.  Fellow  of 
St.  John's  College,  Oxford),  for  help  in  a  school  exercise,  he  was  known 
to  give  him  a  lecture  an  hour  long  on  the  profoundest  principles  of  the 
subject,  beginning  from  our  first  parents,  till  the  boy  took  care  not  to 
apply  to  him  again.  He  would  still  also  from  time  to  time  discourse 
so  enchantingly,  that  the  whole  circle  of  visitors  sat  silent,  and  hung 
more  or  less  bewitched  on  his  words.  The  trembling  of  his  limbs,  it 
is  true,  did  not  cease  ;  his  gait  remained  unsteady,  and  the  habit  of 
walking  first  on  one  side  of  his  companion  and  then  on  the  other, 
which  Hazlitt  had  remarked  even  at  Stowey,  never  left  him.  But  the 
tottering  limbs  became  rounder,  the  large  grey  eye.  and  full  lips 
retained  a  childlike  expression,  and  his  luxuriant  white  hair  was  like 
a  crown  of  honour.  Wherever  he  appeared,  whether  in  the  flowery 
fields  or  woods  of  Highgate,  old  and  young  took  off  their  hats. 

"  It  is  well  known  how  Keats — already  with  the  seeds  of  con- 
sumption in  him — addressed  him  on  such  an  occasion  with  gushing 
veneration,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  press  his  hand.  Coleridge 
never  quitted  this  refuge  for  long.  He  went  regularly  every  summer 
to  the  nearest  seaside — Ramsgate  —  and  once,  in  1828,  when  the 
Gillmans  were  in  Paris,  he  accompanied  Wordsworth  on  a  visit  of 
three  weeks  to  the  Rhine.  Otherwise  he  remained  faithful  to  his 
beautiful  Highgate,  where  the  clock  of  the  Gothic  church  struck  the 
hours  of  his  increasing  age,  and  where  he  lived  to  the  last  in  dignified 
leisure."* 

"From  1820  onwards  the  house  of  Mr.  Gillman  had  gradually 
acquired  a  unique  distinction,  as  a  rallying-point  for  intellectual 
activity.      The   residence    of   Coleridge  with   the   Gillmans    drew   to 

*  "Life  of  Coleridge,"  by  Prof.  Alois  Brandl,  translated  by  Lfldy  Eastlake. 
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Highgate  many  men  and  women  who  were  celebrated  in  their  several 
walks.  One  day  a  week  or  oftener  there  gathered  about  Coleridge  a 
select  band  of  young  men,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  to  a  '  master.' 
Among  them  were  Edward  Irving,  Frederick  Denison  Maurice,  Arthur 
H.  Hallam,  Joseph  Henry  Green,  Julius  Hare  and  Coleridge's  nephew, 
H.  N.  Coleridge.  Men  of  an  older  generation  often  joined  this  weekly 
gathering,  and  of  these  there  was  Basil  Montagu,  whose  estrangement 
from  Coleridge  in  181 1  did  not  forbid  a  genial  social  intercourse. 
Charles  Lamb  was  often  of  the  circle,  and,  on  rare  occasions  of  their 
visits  to  London,  Wordsworth  and  John  Wilson  were  at  Highgate. 
It  does  not  appear  that  Shelley  ever  met  Coleridge  at  Mr.  Gillman's 
or  elsewhere,  and  this  was  probably  due,  not  to  any  lack  of  apprecia- 
tion on  Shelley's  part,  for  he  described  him  as  <  a  hooded  eagle  among 
blinking  owls,'  but  to  the  circumstance  that  Shelley's  circle  among 
poets  was  that  of  Leigh  Hunt;  and  after  18 17  the  editor  of  T/ie 
Examiner  could  hardly  be  a  welcome  guest  or  sincere  disciple  where 
Coleridge  was  practically  in  the  position  of  the  honoured  host  and 
prophet." 

"  Coleridge's  attractions  as  a  talker  were  great,  but  in  the  days 
at  Highgate  they  were  probably  at  their  best.  The  only  satisfying 
record  of  Coleridge's  powers  in  conversation  is  the  volume  of  '  Table 
Talk,'  collected  by  H.  N.  Coleridge,  from  the  end  of  1822  to  the 
middle  of  July,  1834."* 

Lord  Hatherley  has  given  us  some  interesting  notes  of  the  con- 
versation of  Coleridge : — 

"  During  the  last  year  and  a  half  of  my  study  for  the  Bar  I  had 
also  received  much  kindness  from  the  late  Basil  Montagu,  Esq.,  and 
his  admirable  wife.  I  had  been  allowed  free  access  to  their  home  in 
Bedford  Square  on  any  evening  I  thought  fit  to  go,  when  it  was  their 
custom  to  receive  those  who  had  this  privilege  from  eight  to  ten. 
Thursday  was  the  only  day  on  which  these  receptions  did  not  take 
place,  for  every  Thursday  evening  was  spent  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montagu 
at   Highgate,  in  the  company  of  Coleridge.      I  had   the   privilege, 

*  Mr.  Hall  Caine. 
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through  Mr.  Montagu's  kindness,  of  frequently  accompanying  on  these 
pilgrimages,  and  I  entertain  most  lively  recollections  of  many  an 
evening  passed  there  of  the  highest  enjoyment  and  interest. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  Coleridge  poured  out  all  the  riches  of  his 
prodigious  memory  and  all  the  poetry  of  his  brilliant  imagination  to 
every  listener.  I  was  not  only  so  addressed  myself,  but  I  heard  the 
whole  of  the  poet-philosopher's  favourite  system  of  Polarites — the 
Prothesis,  the  Thesis,  the  INIesothesis,  and  Antithesis — showered  down 
on  a  young  lady  of  seventeen,  with  as  much  unction  as  he  afterwards 
expounded  it  to  Edward  Irving.  I  was  also  present  at  some  discus- 
sions between  Edward  Irving  and  Coleridge,  on  subjects  of  higher 
and  holier  import,  in  which  the  poetical  temperament  of  Irvnng  shone 
forth,  but  not  with  the  genial,  all-embracing  fervour  that  distinguished 
Coleridge."  * 

Before  taking  leave  of  Coleridge,  there  is  an  incident  connected 
with  a  visit  paid  to  him  by  Charles  Lamb,  which  so  essentially  belongs 
to  Highgate  that,  although  the  joke  is  somewhat  'time-honoured,'  it 
ought  to  find  a  place  here. 

Lamb  had  been  to  supper  with  Coleridge,  and  on  reaching  the 
stage  coach,  which  ran  from  the  Fox  and  Crown  to  Holborn  (fares, 
IS.  6d.  outside,  2S.  in),  one  very  wet  night,  fortunately  found  one 
vacant  seat  inside,  and  whilst  congratulating  himself  on  his  good 
fortune  a  lady  opened  the  door  and  anxiously  asked,  "  Any  room 
insider"  "No,  madam,"  said  Lamb,  "quite  full;"  adding  with  a 
kind  of  blissful  remembrance,  "  it  was  the  last  bit  of  puddeu  at  Mr. 
Gillman's  that  did  it ;  but  I  can't  speak  for  the  other  passengers." 

Coleridge  died  July  25th,  1834,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Gillman, 
The  Grove,  Highgate,  and  was  buried  at  Highgate  Old  Chapel,  a 
monument  being  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  new  Church  of  St. 
Michael  by  the  Gillmans.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  epitaph  to 
his  memory,  which  was  composed  by  Mr.  Gillman,  who,  after  a  close 
association  of  ig  years,  spoke  with  authority. 

*  "Life  of  John  Sterling,"  by  Thomas  Cailyle. 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory 

Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge^ 

Poet,  PJiilosophery  Theologian. 

This  truly  great  and  good  man  resided. 

For  the  last  nineteen  years  of  his  life. 

In  this  hamlet. 

He  quitted  "  the  body  of  this  death  " 

July  2^th,  1834, 

In  the  sixty-secojid  year  of  his  age. 

Of  his  profound  learning  and  discursive  genius 

His  literary  works  are  an  imperishable  record ; 

To  his  private  worth, 

His  social  and  Christian  virtues, 

James  and  Ann  Gillman, 

The  friends  ivith  whom  he  resided 

During  the  above  period,  dedicate  this  tablet. 

Under  the  pressure  of  a  long 

And  most  painful  disease 

His  disposition  7vas  unalterably  sweet  and  angelic; 

He  was  an  ever-during,  ever-loving  friend. 

The  gentlest  and  kindest  teacher, 

The  most  engaging  home  companion. 


"  O  frayned  for  calmer  times  attd  tiohler  hearts! 
O  studious  poet,  eloquent  for  truth  ! 
Philosopher  contemning  wealth  and  death. 
Yet  docile,  childlike,  full  of  life  attd  love. 
Here  on  this  monumental  stotie  thy  friends  inscribe  thy  worth." 


Reader !  for  the  world  mourn. 
A  light  has  passed  away  from  the  earth  ; 
But  for  this  pious  and  exalted  Christian 
Rejoice,  and  again  I  say  unto  you,  rejoice. 


Ubi 
Thesaurus, 

Ibi 

Cor 
S.  T.  C. 
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Writing  of  the  death  of  Coleridge,  Charles  Lamb  says  :  " .  .  . 
Never  saw  I  his  likeness,  nor  probably  the  world  can  see  it  again.  I 
seem  to  love  the  house  he  died  at  more  passionately  than  when  he 
lived.  I  love  the  faithful  Gillmans  more  than  while  they  exercised 
their  virtues  tOAvards  him  living."* 

Coleridge's  gratitude  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman  was  thus  expressed 
in  a  paragraph  of  his  will  : — 

''  I  bequeath  my  pictures  and  engravings  to  James  and  Ann 
Gillman,  my  more  than  friends,  the  guardians  of  my  health,  happi- 
ness, and  interests,  during  the  fourteen  t  years  of  my  life  that  I  have 
enjoyed  the  proofs  of  their  constant  zealous  and  disinterested  affection 
as  an  inmate  and  member  of  their  family." 

There  are  two  inaccurate  statements  which  are  made  by  some  of 
Coleridge's  biographers  which  the  author  of  this  work  deems  that  it 
is  due  to  his  grandfather's  and  Coleridge's  memory  should  be  corrected. 
One  is  that  Coleridge  was  never  thoroughly  cured  of  opium-eating, 
and  the  other  that  Coleridge  *  paid  for  board  and  lodging '  during 
the  eighteen  years  he  lived  in  Mr.  James  Gillman's  house. 

In  regard  to  the  first  statement : 

A  few  days  before  Coleridge  settled  at  Highgate,  in  1816,  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  ]\Ir.  Gillman,  in  which  he  detailed  with  frankness  the 
temptation  to  which  his  besetting  weakness  exposed  him,  of  acting  a 
deception,  of  which  prior  habits  of  rigid  truthfulness  made  it  impossible 
for  him  not  to  speak.  *'  I  have  full  belief,"  he  wrote,  '*  that  your 
anxiety  need  not  be  extended  beyond  the  first  week,  and  for  the  first 
week  I  shall  not,  I  i?iust  not  be  permitted  to  leave  the  house,  except 
with  you.  Delicately  or  indelicately,  this  must  be  done,  and  both 
your  servants  and  the  assistants  must  receive  absolute  commands  from 
you."  A  more  resolute  determination  could  not  have  been  made  by  a 
man  whose  will  had  never  been  sapped  by  disease.  There  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  its  sincerity,  and  only  the  idlest  gossip  to  question  its 

*  From  "  Maiy  Lamb,"  by  Mrs.  Alex.  Gilchrist,  page  252. 
t  This  will  was  made  by  Coleridge  four  years  before  his  death. 
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faithful  observance.  It  is  true  that  De  Quincey  said  that  "  Coleridge 
never  conquered  his  evil  habit ; "  true,  too,  that  irresponsible  persons 
have  alleged  that  down  to  his  death  Coleridge  continued  to  obtain 
supplies  of  laudanum  surreptitiously  from  a  chemist  in  the  Tottenham 
Court  Road  ;  but  the  burden  of  proof  is  in  favour  of  Mr.  Gillman's 
clear  assurance  that  the  habit  zvas  eventually  overcome,  and  this 
assurance  has  just  received  unexpected  confirmation.  The  report  was 
that  the  doctor's  boy  procured  Coleridge  the  drug  when  he  went  to 
Town  weekly  for  other  medicines.  This  boy — a  boy  no  longer,  but 
now  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Highgate — a  quiet,  truthful 
much-respected  man,  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  until  lately  a  shoemaker  in 
the  North  Road — states  that  he  lived  a  long  while  with  Mr.  Gillman 
"  that  he  never  procured  any  opium  for  Mr.  Coleridge,  nor  did  he  ever 
hear  of  his  alleged  habit  of  taking  it;"  but  he  added,  "He  was  a 
great  consumer  of  snuff,  and  I  used  to  bring  him  a  pound  of  Irish 
blackguard  (his  favourite  snuff)  at  a  time,  with  which  he  smothered 
himself."  * 

With  respect  to  the  second  inaccurate  statement  it  is  true  that 
in  that  first  letter  to  Mr.  Gillman,  Coleridge  stated,  in  these  terms, 
the  condition  on  which  he  proposed  to  become  an  inmate  of  his 
house :  "  With  respect  to  pecuniary  remuneration,  allow  me  to  say  I 
raust  not  at  least  be  suffered  to  make  any  addition  to  your  family 
expenses,  that  I  cannot  offer  anything  that  would  be  in  any  way 
adequate  to  my  sense  of  the  service  ;  for  that  indeed  there  could  not 
be  a  compensation,  as  it  must  be  returned  in  kind,  by  esteem  and 
grateful  affection." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  when  Coleridge  came  to  Highgate  as  a 
resident  patient  to  be  cured  of  opium  eating,  it  was  his  intention  to 
make  some  'pecuniary  remuneration,'  and  on  that  expression  in  his 
letter  is  based  the  very  objectionable  and  inaccurate  remark  in  a  foot 
note  of  Mr.  Hall  Caine's  "  Life  of  Coleridge,"  that  "he  paid  for  board 
and  lodging  at  Gillman's  from  18 16  to  i834."t  The  writer  of  this 
book  was  more  than  once  told  by  his  father,  the  Rev.  James  Gillman 

*  "  The  Histoiy  of  Highgate,"  by  Mr.  John  H.  Lloyd. 
t  Mr.  Hall  Caine's  "Life  of  Coleridge,"  page  io8. 
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(the  eldest  son  of  James  Gillman  of  Highgate),  but  who  died  previous 
to  the  publication  of  Mr.  Hall  Caine's  book,  that  though  Coleridge 
might  possibly  at  first  have  contributed  something  as  a  return  for  the 
medical  care  and  advice  which  he  received,  he  practically  lived  as  a 
guest  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Gillman  for  those  eighteen  years.* 
Besides  which  many  of  his  friends  were  weekly  entertained  at  dinner, 
&c.,  no  doubt  to  the  great  pleasure  and  edification  of  his  host  and 
hostess,  who,  in  addition,  endeavoured  to  relieve  Coleridge  as  far  as 
possible  of  all  anxiety  concerning  his  petty  expenses. f 

It  could  not  be  otherwise,  for  Coleridge  had  no  means  or  income 
out  of  which  to  make  any  '  pecuniary  remuneration,'  though  the 
writer's  father  has  said  that  probably  with  that  indifference  to 
mundane  affairs  with  which  most  real  geniuses  are  blest,  he  may,  and 
probably  was  under  the  impression  that  he  did  make  this  remuneration, 
from  which  happy  frame  of  mind  Mr.  Gillman,  who  was  celebrated 
for  his  kindness  to  all  poor  and  badly  off  patients,  no  doubt  never 
disillusioned  the  poet.  As  Mr.  Hall  Caine  himself  says  in  another 
place  :  "  The  Gillmans  were  attached  to  him  by  every  tie  of  esteem 
and  love,  and  the  day  must  have  been  dark  for  them  in  which  they 
could  have  beclouded  Coleridge's  life  with  one  thought  of  his  pecuniary 
indebtedness." 

Coleridge's  pecuniary  circumstances  may  be  judged  from  the 
following  extract  from  Mr.  J.  Dykes  Campbell's  "  Life  of  Coleridge," 
page  242  : — 

"  And  yet  in  this  spring  of  181 9  he  (Coleridge)  must  have  been  in 
desperate  need  of  money,  for  he  had  been  unable  to  make  any 
remittance  to  his  wife  out  of  the  net  proceeds  of  his  lectures,  and  the 
fund  for  sending  Derwent  to  College  was  still  incomplete.  Next,  in 
the  summer  time,  came  the  bankruptcy  of  Rest  Fenner. 

*  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Rev.  James  Gillman  lived  in  his  father's  house  after 
leaving  the  University  of  Oxford  for  several  years  prior  to  Coleridge's  death,  and  must  have  been 
well  acquainted  with  his  father's  private  affairs.  He  was  probably  the  only  one  who  could  have 
known  the  facts  of  the  case  and  "  the  secret  jealously  guarded  by  his  (Coleridge's)  generous 
hosts,"  as  Mr.  Ernest  H.  Coleridge  puts  it  in  a  note  on  the  subject  in  his  recent  work.  His 
evidence  is  therefore  almost  indisputable,  as  all  modern  biographers  of  Coleridge,  including  even 
his  grandson,  could  not  even  have  ever  seen  Coleridge  or  his  host,  James  Gillman. 

t  The  same  facts  were  also  frequently  stated  to  the  author  by  Dr.  Seth  B.  Watson,  the 
editor  of  Coleridge's  "Theory  of  Life,"  published  in  1848. 
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"  All  the  profits  fi-om  the  sale  of  my  writings  (writes  Coleridge  to 
Allsop)  which  I  should  have  had,  and  which,  in  spite  of  the  accumu- 
lated disadvantages  under  which  the  works  were  published,  would 
have  been  considerable,  *  I  have  lost ;  and  not  only  so,  but  have  been 
obliged,  at  a  sum  larger  than  all  the  profits  of  my  lectures,  to  purchase 
myself  my  own  books,  and  the  half  copyrights  ...  I  have  with- 
drawn them  from  sale.' " 

And  again,  on  page  248  : — "  Out  of  the  dead-lock  he  (Coleridge) 
can  discern  but  one  way — it  is  not  a  new  one — that  a  few  friends  '  who 
think  respectfully  and  hope  highly  of  his  powers  and  attainments ' 
should  subscribe  for  three  or  four  years  an  annuity  of  about  ^200. 
Two-thirds  of  his  time  would  be  tranquilly  devoted  to  the  bringing 
out  of  the  four  minor  works,  one  after  the  other  ;  the  remainder  to  the 
completion  of  the  Great  Work  '  and  my  Christabel,  and  what  else  the 
happier  hour  might  inspire.'  Towards  this  scheme  Mr.  Green  has 
off^ered  ^30  to  ;^40  yearly  ;  another  young  friend  and  pupil  ;^5o  ;  and 
he  thinks  he  can  rely  on  ^10  to  ^20  from  another.  Will  Allsop  advise 
him  r  he  asks,  and  decide  if  without  '  moral  degradation  '  the  statement 
now  made,  but  in  a  compressed  form,  might  be  circulated  among  the 
right  sort  of  people  r  " 

It  is  true  that  for  five  years  from  1825  to  1830,  Coleridge  received 
a  pension  from  George  IV.'s  private  purse  of  100  guineas  per  annum, 
but  that  ceased  on  the  king's  death.  This  sum,  and  what  little  he 
earned  from  his  lectures,  writings  and  books,  which  latter,  owing  to 
the  unfortunate  failure  of  his  publisher,*  was  not  much,  was  probably 
all  required  for  the  support  of  his  wife.  It  was  not  till  after  Cole- 
ridge's death  that  his  writings  were  appreciated  and  that  there  was 
much  sale  for  them,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  the  "  Aids  to 
Reflection."  There  was  an  annual  payment  of  £^2b.  5s.  6d.,  which 
Coleridge  had  to  make  on  his  life  insurance  policy,  to  meet  which  he 
often  had  to  borrow  the  money  fi-om  his  friends. t  This  life  policy 
realised  ;^2,56o  on  Coleridge's  death,  which  went  to  his  widow. + 

*  On  May  8th,  1825,  Coleridge  writes  to  his  nephew  concerning  his  publisher,  "I  trusted 
him,  and  lost  £\,  100  clear,  and  was  forced  to  borrow  ^150  in  order  to  buy  up  my  own  books  and 
half  copyrights,  a  shock  which  has  embarrassed  me  in  debt  (thank  God,  to  one  person  only)  even 
to  this  amount." — Prof.  Alois  Brandl's  "  Life  of  Coleridge,"  page  353. 

t  See  Mr.  Dykes  Campbell's  "  Life  of  Coleridge,"  page  211.  %  Ibid.,  page  279. 
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The  payment  of  this  pension  of  loo  guineas  per  annum  was 
stopped  after  1830,  whereupon  Mr.  Gillman  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  the  Times,  which  appeared  in  the  issue  of  that  paper  on  June  4, 
1831 :— 

"  Sir, — In  consequence  of  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the 
Times  of  this  day,  I  think  it  is  expedient  to  state  the  fact  respecting 
Mr.  Coleridge  as  it  actually  is.  On  the  sudden  suppression  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Literature,  with  the  extinction  of  the  honours  and 
annual  honoraria  of  the  Royal  Associateships,  a  representation  in 
Mr,  Coleridge's  behalf  was  made  to  Lord  Brougham,  who  promptly 
and  kindly  recommended  the  case  to  Lord  Grey's  consideration.  The 
result  of  the  application  was,  that  a  sum  of  ;^200,  the  one  moiety  to 
be  received  forthwith,  and  the  other  the  year  following,  by  a  private 
grant  from  the  Treasury,  was  placed  at  Mr.  Coleridge's  acceptance  ; 
but  he  felt  it  his  duty  most  respectfully  to  decline  it,  though  with 
every  grateful  acknowledgment,  of  the  prompt  and  courteous  attention 
which  his  case  had  received  from  their  Lordships. 

"  I  remain,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

"James  Gillman. 
"Highgate,  June  3." 

Stuart,  however,  wrote  to  King  William's  son,  the  Earl  of  Munster, 
pointing  out  the  hardship  entailed  on  Coleridge,  whom  he  describes 
as  old  and  infirm,  and  without  other  means  of  subsistence.  He  begs 
the  Earl  to  lay  the  matter  before  his  royal  father.  To  this  a  prompt 
reply  came,  excusing  the  King  on  account  of  his  '  very  reduced 
income,'  but  promising  that  the  matter  shall  be  submitted  to  His 
Majesty. 

Since  the  foregoing  pages  were  written  and  in  type,  a  very  kind 
acknowledgment  of  the  hospitality  Coleridge  received  at  Highgate 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Ernest  Hartley  Coleridge,  the  poet's  grandson, 
in  his  new  work,  "  The  Letters  of  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge."  The 
following  extract  is  taken  fi-om  a  notice  of  the  book  in  the  Daily  News 
of  April  27,  1895,  s-iid  gives  also  the  reviewer's  remarks. 
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"  Finally  Coleridge  was  destined  to  find  such  help  as  all  his 
failings  required  at  the  hands  of  the  Gillmans,  who,  in  1816,  took 
him  into  their  house  at  Highgate,  and  kept  him  there  to  the  end  of 
his  days,  an  honoured  and  a  cherished  guest.  His  present  editor 
shows  a  becoming  sense  of  the  family  obligation  to  that  most  worthy 
pair  : 

'With  Coleridge's  name  and  memory  must  ever  be  associated  the 
names  of  James  and  Anne  Gillman.  It  was  beneath  the  shelter  of 
their  friendly  roof  that  he  spent  the  last  eighteen  years  of  his  life,  and 
it  was  to  their  wise  and  loving  care  that  the  comparative  fruitfulness 
and  well-being  of  those  years  were  due.  They  thought  themselves 
honoured  by  his  presence,  and  he  repaid  their  devotion  with  unbounded 
love  and  gratitude.  Friendship  and  loving  kindness  followed  Coleridge 
all  the  days  of  his  life.  What  did  he  not  owe  to  Poole,  to  Southey  for 
his  noble  protection  of  his  family,  to  the  Morgans  for  their  long-tried 
faithfulness  and  devotion  to  himself?  But  to  the  Gillmans  he  owed 
the  "  crown  of  his  cup  and  garnish  of  his  dish,"  a  welcome  which 
lasted  till  the  day  of  his  death.  Doubtless  there  were  chords  in  his 
nature  which  were  struck  for  the  first  time  by  these  good  people,  and 
in  their  presence  and  by  their  help  he  was  a  new  man.  But,  for  all 
that,  their  patience  must  have  been  inexhaustible,  their  loyalty  unim- 
peachable, their  love  indestructible.  Such  friendship  is  rare  and 
beautiful  and  merits  a  most  honourable  remembrance.' 

"  And  Coleridge  himself  expressed  his  gratitude,  towards  the 
close  of  his  life,  in  one  of  the  finest  letters  in  these  volumes  :  * 

'1830. 

*  Dear  Mrs.  Gillman, — Wife  of  the  friend  who  has  been  more 
than  a  brother  to  me,  and  who  have  month  after  month,  yea,  hour 
after  hour,  for  how  many  successive  years,  united  in  yourself  the 
affections  and  offices  of  an  anxious  friend  and  tender  sister  to  me-ward! 
May  the  Father  of  Mercies,  the  God  of  Health  and  all  Salvation,  be 
your  reward  for  your  great  and  constant  love  and  loving  kindness  to 

*  The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Henrj'  Watson  (late  of  St.  Leonard's 
Vicarage,  Tring,  Herts),  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Gillman  and  sister  to  the  compiler  of  this  book. 
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me,  abiding  with  you  and  within  you,  as  the  Spirit  of  guidance, 
support,  and  consolation  !  And  may  His  Grace  and  gracious  Provi- 
dence bless  James  and  Henry  for  your  sake,  and  make  them  a  blessing 
to  you  and  their  father.  And  though  weighed  down  by  a  heavy 
presentiment  respecting  my  own  sojourn  here,  I  not  only  hope  but 
have  a  steadfast  faith  that  God  will  be  your  reward,  because  your 
love  to  me,  from  first  to  last  has  begun  in,  and  been  caused  by,  what 
appeared  to  you  a  translucence  of  the  love  of  the  good,  the  true,  and 
the  beautiful  from  within  me, — as  a  relic  of  glory  gleaming  through 
the  turbid  shrine  of  my  mortal  imperfections  and  infirmities,  as  a 
Light  of  Life  seen  within  "  the  body  of  this  Death," — because  in 
loving  me  you  loved  our  Heavenly  Father  reflected  in  the  gifts  and 

influences  of  His  Holy  Spirit. 

*S.  T.  Coleridge.' 

"  Who  will  give  us  a  set  of  biographies  of  the  great  friends  of 
great  men — the  Gillmans,  the  Unwins,  the  Abneys  ?  Coleridge  was 
relieved  of  all  care.  The  most  famous  people  came  from  all  parts  to 
listen  to  the  outpourings  of  his  wonderful  mind — not  always  with  a 
becoming  tenderness  and  reverence,  as  we  know  by  the  memorable 
example  of  Carlyle.  In  1834,  still  in  the  same  harbour  of  refuge,  he 
gently  passed  away."  * 

In  the  year  1827  Mr.  Gillman  undertook,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Jameson,  a  friend  of  Hartley  Coleridge's  and  the  husband  of  Mrs. 
Jameson,  the  well-known  writer  on  Art,  to  superintend  for  Coleridge  an 
edition  of  his  Poems,  to  be  published  by  Pickering.  This  edition  was 
published  in  1828  in  three  volumes  (though  it  was  advertised  to  appear 
in  four),  and  only  three  hundred  copies  were  printed,  which  were  all 
sold  before  October  in  that  year.f 

*  Daily  News,  April  27,  1895. 

t  Mr.  Ernest  H.  Coleridge,  in  a  note  to  his  "  Letters  of  S.  T.  Coleridge,"  page  658,  says 
that  Mr.  Gillman  received  the  profits  of  this  edition,  and  refers,  no  doubt,  as  his  authority  to  a 
letter  written  by  S.  T.  Coleridge  to  Mr.  .Stuart,  editor  of  the  Mortiing  Post,  on  Feb.  24,  1827, 
which  is  published  in  Mr.  J.  Dykes  Campbell's  "  Life  of  Coleridge,"  on  page  263  of  that  book. 
The  wording  of  this  letter  does  not  fairly  seem  to  imply  this  meaning  ;  it  only  states.  "  That  is  to 
say,  I  have  given  all  these  poems,  as  far  as  this  edition  is  concerned,  to  Mr.  Gillman,"  he  having,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Jameson,  "  undertaken  to  superintend  the  edition."  If  Mr.  Gillman  had 
received  any  profits  from  these  300  copies  it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  known  in  the  Gillman 
family,  and  the  surviving  descendants  would  have  heard  of  the  same,  which  they  never  have. 
(See  Note  on  page  176.) 
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JAMES    GILLMAN,    Esq., 

OF    HIGHGATE,   SURGEON. 
(From  a  Drawing  by  C.  R.  Leslie,  R.A.,  in  the  year  i8l6.y/ 
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As  has  already  been  mentioned,  many  were  the  literary  men  of 
the  day  who  received  invitations  to  Mr.  Gillman's  house.  Amongst 
others  invited  by  Coleridge  was  Mr.  Daniel  Stuart,  the  editor  of  the 
Morning  Post,  who  received  the  following  letter,  dated  May  13th,  1816, 
in  which  Coleridge  freely  expresses  his  opinion  of  his  host  and  hostess  :* 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman  will  be  happy  to  have  you  share  in  our 
family  dinner,  and  if  you  will  come  early  I  can  lead  you  round  some 
most  delicious  walks.  You  will  like  Mr.  Gillman.  He  is  a  man  of  a 
strong,  fervid,  and  agile  intellect,  with  such  a  master  passion  for  Truth, 
that  his  most  abstracted  Verities  assume  a  character  of  Veracity. 
And  his  excellent  Wife  it  must  be  impossible  not  to  love  and  respect, 
if  a  Balance  and  Harmony  of  powers  and  qualities  unified,  and 
spiritualized  by  a  native  feminine  Fineness  of  character,  render  woman- 
hood amiable  and  respectable.  I  have  known  many  persons  whose 
characters  are  so  far  harmonized  that  their  faults  are  balanced  by 
.counteracting  virtues,  and  vice  versa  :  but  in  this  woman  it  is  a  Balance 
of  Positives,  of  Virtues  modified  by  Virtues.  In  serious  truth,  I  have 
ample  reason  to  be  most  grateful  to  Providence  for  the  chance  (and 
chance  it  mainly  was  which  placed  me  under  their  friendly  Roof),  and 
the  Hope  already  dawns  purple  on  my  mental  eye,  and  as  it  were 
minutely  spreads  and  deepens  its  Lights  of  Promise,  themselves  not 
only  Pledges,  but  portions  and  precursors  of  the  Brightness  promised, 
that  Mr.  Gillman  both  as  companionable  Friend,  and  as  skilful  and 
thinking  Physician,  will  restore  to  his  natural  self. 

"Your  obliged  and  affec*''  f<^     S.  T.  Coleridge." 

After  living  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman's  house  for  more  than  thirteen 
years  Coleridge  expresses  himself  further  concerning  his  friends  : 

"  October  20th,  1829. 
"  Of  our  fellow  men  we  are  bound  to  judge    comparatively — of 
ourselves   only,  by  the    ideal.     Now  verily,  judging  comparatively  I 

*  This  letter,  in  a  shorter  and  somewhat  different  form,  is  given  in  Mr.  Ernest  H.  Coleridge's 
"Letters  of  S.  T.  Coleridge,"  ii.  665,  from  which  it  is  reprinted  in  this  book  on  page  183,  but 
since  that  page  was  printed  another  copy  of  the  original  letter  has  come  into  the  author's  hands, 
which  he  has  deemed  it  right  to  give  as  well.  The  letters,  &c.,  on  this  and  the  two  following  pages 
have  also,  with  tlie  foregoing,  at  the  moment  of  issuing  this  work,  been  furnished  to  the  compiler 
by  Mrs.  H.  G.  Watson,  of  Great  Staughton  Vicarage,  Hunts,  and  are  here  printed  by  the  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  Ernest  H.  Coleridge,  the  owner  of  the  copyright  of  S.  T.  Coleridge's  Letters. 
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never  did  know  the  Master  and  Mistress  of  a  Household,  and  the  House- 
hold in  consequence  so  estimable  and  so  amiable  as  the  Gillman's  ! 
The  general  Hospitality,  without  the  least  ^^//-indulgence,  or  sclf- 
respecting  expenses,  compared  with  their  income ;  the  respectability 
and  even  elegance  of  all  the  appearances ;  the  cenirality  to  whatever  is 
good  and  love-worthy  in  the  whole  neighbourhood,  old  and  young ; 
the  attachment  and  cheerfulness  of  the  servants,  and  the  innocence 
and  high  tone  of  principle  which  reign  throughout,  would  really  be  a 
very  unusual  combination,  even  though  Mrs.  Gillman  herself  had  been 
a  less  finely  natured  and  lady-like  Being  than  she  is.  Would  to  God 
that  I  had  Health  and  Opportunity  to  add  5  or  6  hundred  a  year  to 
remove  all  anxious  thoughts, — and  that  I  could  but  render  it  possible 
and  advisable  for  dear  Mr.  Gillman  to  have  a  two  months'  tour  whither 
he  liked  every  year  !  God  bless  them  !  **  S.  T.  C." 

The  evenings  at  Highgate  were  brightened,  not  only  with  Literary 
and  Philosophic  conversation  of  the  highest  order,  but  also  with  the 
sister  art.  Music,  which  elicits  these  remarks  in  one  of  Coleridge's  letters : 

"  1 824.  What  seems  to  me  wanting  in  our  fashionable  vocal  music 
is  Eloquence.  As  oratory  is  Passion  in  the  service  of  Reason,  so 
should  vocal  music  be  Passion  connective  in  the  service  of  Passion — 
Precipitandus  est  liher  spiritus.  If  there  were  as  much  Spirit  and 
Liberty,  as  Feeling  and  Sweetness  in  her  singing,  Mrs.  Gillman  would 
excel  to  my  judgment  all  the  singers  I  have  ever  heard.  Oratory — 
Passion  in  the  service  of  Reasoning  fusing  the  Links  of  connection,  so 
as  to  soften  away  the  Angles,  and  fill  up  the  interspaces  without 
destroying  the  distinctness.  Vocal  ]\Iusic — Connection  in  the  service 
of  Passion,  giving  it  at  once  order  and  Progression.  "  S.  T.  C." 

Of  Mrs.  Gillman's  other  gifts  Coleridge  penned  this  beautiful 
description  in  1832,  as  a  note  to  his  Poem,  entitled  "  Inscription  for  a 
fountain  on  a  Heath": 

'*  This  fountain  is  an  exact  emblem  of  what  Mrs.  Gillman  was 
by  Nature,  and  still  would  be,  if  the  exhaustion  by  casualties  and 
anxious  duties,  and  hope  surviving  hopes,  had  not  been  too,  too  dis- 
proportionate to  the  'tiny'  tho'  never-failing  spring  of  reproductive 
life  at  the  botton  of  the  pure  Basin.     No  Drouth,  no  impurity  from 


Mrs.   ANN    GILLMAN, 

OF    HIGHGATE. 
(Fro7n  mi  Oil  Painting  on  Copper  by  Maria  Spilshury.J 
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without,  no  alien  ingredient  in  its  own  composition,  it  was  indeed  a 
Crystal  Fount  of  Water  undefiled.  But  the  demand  has  been  beyond 
the  supply  !  the  exhaustion  in  merciless  disproportion  to  the  reproduc- 
tion !  But  God  be  praised  !  it  is  immortal,  and  will  shoot  all  its  bright 
column  of  living  Waters,  where  its  God  will  be  the  Sun,  whose  light 
reflects  !  and  its  place  in  Christ,  the  containing  and  protecting  Basin."* 

In  the  following  year,  being  the  year  before  Coleridge's  death,  he 
writes  to  the  Rev.  James  Gillman,  his  host's  eldest  son,  then  recently 
ordained,  in  a  letter  of  good  counsel  and  adv'ice,  these  words : — 

"  That  your  Father  is  the  Friend  of  a  most  important  portion  of 
my  Life,  and  your  Mother  a  most  dear  and  holy  name  to  me,  a  blessing 
which  plays  like  an  auspicious  flame  on  my  nightly  sacrifice  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving.  "  S.  T.  C." 

One  of  the  last  of  Coleridge's  expressions  of  gratitude  to  and 
appreciation  of  his  "  Friends  "  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  letter 
sent  with  a  New  Years  gift  to  Mrs.  Dinah  Knowe,  probably  the  wife 
or  mother  of  Knowe,  for  many  years  Mr.  Gillman's  coachman  : 

"January  ist,  1834. 
"  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  nor  is  it  within  my  means  to  offer 
anything  fit  to  be  called  a  New  Years  Gift,  but  I  hope  that  Dinah 
Knowe  will  accept  the  enclosed  trifle,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  her 
late  dutiful  and  affectionate  attentions  to  Mr.  Gillman  during  his 
illness,  and  no  less  to  her  dear  Mistress,  the  best  of  good  women,  Mrs. 
Gillman.     From  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman's  Friend  and  Housemate, 

"S.  T.  Coleridge." 

There  are  some  letters  addressed  to  Coleridge  which  he  desired 
should  be  preserved  as  testimonies  to  the  worth  of  his  "  Friends ;" 
amongst  others  is  one  from  Allston,  the  American  artist,  who  painted 
and  presented  to  Coleridge  the  picture  of  the  Horse  Fair  in  Spain, 
mentioned  in  Emerson's  Visit  to  Highgate,  wherein  the  latter  relates 
the  anecdote  of  the  celebrated  picture  dealer  and  connoisseur,  Montague, 
mistaking  the  painting  for  an  original  Titian,  f 

*  The  original  of  this  Note  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Watson. 
t  This  Painting  is  now  in  the  Author's  possession. 
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AUston  writes  to  Coleridge,  October  5,  1816  : 

"  Pray  tell  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman  how  grateful  I  feel  for  their  kind- 
ness. Mrs.  G.  has  a  gentleness  and  delicacy  of  feeling,  which  so 
temper  her  inflexible  love  of  right  that  it  is  impossible  not  to  love  virtue 
in  her.  And  in  Mr.  G.  I  have  found  strength  of  mind  and  manly 
integrity  which  command  both  my  respect  and  esteem.  You  who 
know  me  know  how  I  vmst  appreciate  them." 

Leslie  the  artist,  afterwards  Professor  of  Painting  to  the  Royal 
Academy,  who  sketched  the  portraits  of  Coleridge  and  James  Gillman 
given  in  this  work,  writes  to  Coleridge,  probably  in  the  year  18 16, 
when  he  made  those  drawings,  and  to  which  he  refers  : 

"  I  forgot  to  ask  you  if  you  would  like  to  have  the  sketch  I  made 
yesterday  framed,  I  shall  not  attempt  a  copy  of  it,  in  which  I  am 
almost  sure  of  not  succeeding. 

'*  Mrs.  Gillman  has  in  the  kindest  manner  offered  to  sit  again  at 
any  time,  and  as  the  pleasure  I  am  sure  she  always  takes  in  the  act  of 
obliging  has  removed  in  a  great  measure  my  apprehensions  of  being 
troublesome  to  her,  I  shall  most  gladly  avail  myself  of  so  valuable  a 
study  as  that  of  her  features.  While  she  was  performing  last  night 
those  beautiful  Hymns,  I  watched  her  face  (unobserved  by  her),  and 
the  recollection  of  some  of  its  expressions,  which  were  as  heavenly  as 
her  voice,  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of  painting  a  St.  Cecilia. 
"  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Yours  devotedly, 

"  Chas.  R.  Leslie." 

One  more  extract  deserves  to  be  here  printed  ;  it  is  from  a  letter  by 
Dr.  Anster,  Regius  Professor  of  Civil  Law  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin  : 

"  I  never  met  a  more  true-hearted,  single-minded,  or  genuine 
nature  than  Mr.  Gillman's.  The  most  entire  frankness,  plain  dealing, 
open  heartedness, — and  this  with  the  utmost  delicacy  and  feeling  in 
every  movement  of  his  mind. 

"  His  devotion  to  Mr.  Coleridge  was  but  a  manifestation  of  his 
general  kindness,  and  I  almost  think  some  of  Coleridge's  sufferings 
and  privations  were  providentially  permitted  that  the  world  might  be 
shewn  such  a  lesson  of  faithful  friendship  as  was  taught  in  the  relation 
of  those  two  good  men  whose  names  must  never  be  disunited." 


The  Gillmans  of  Highgate  (Middlesex) . 


I8l 


In  July,  1828,  Mr.  Gillman  accompanied  as  their  medical  adviser 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  St.  Albans  on  a  continental  tour,  visiting 
Paris  and  the  principal  cities  of  Belgium,  &c.  Of  this  tour,  which  of 
course  was  made  by  road,  being  before  the  existence  of  railways,  he 
has  left  an  interesting  diary,  addressed  to  his  wife,  which  commenced 
as  follows: — "This  morning  we  started  from  Stratton  Street  (Piccadilly, 
London),  at  20  minutes  past  8  o'clock.  The  party  consisted  of  the 
Duke  and  Duchess,  who  led  the  way  in  their  Chariot  and  four  in  their 
usual  rich  liveries,  next  in  order  was  a  carriage  and  four  much  laden,  in 
which  was  Lady  D.  K.  and  Miss  G.,  next  and  last  followed  the  Doctor's 
Carriage,  a  landau  open  and  more  desirable  to  me  and  therefore  more 
pleasant  in  which  was  your  humble  Serv^  with  Miss  G.'s  brother  with 
a  servant  appointed  to  me  for  my  use.  This  cavalcade  looked  well 
for  the  morning  was  fine  and  promising,  and  so  we  proceeded  down 
St.  James  Street,  causing  much  gazing  and  admiration  through  the 
Park  to  the  first  stage,  where  the  Duke's  Horses  left  us  and  we 
proceeded  with  post-horses  to  Sittingbourne." 

James  Gillman  commenced,  in  the  year  1836,  to  write  the  "Life 
of  Coleridge,"  which  was  to  be  completed  in  two  volumes.  The  first 
volume  was  published  in  1838,  by  William  Pickering,  London,  but 
the  second  was  never  finished,  the  author  some  short  time  before  his 
death,  in  the  following  year  (1839),  finding  his  health  broken  and  his 
end  probably  drawing  near,  destroyed  the  materials  for  this  volume, 
no  doubt  actuated  to  some  extent  by  the  delicate  position  in  which 
he  was  placed  in  reference  to  Coleridge's  family,  in  recording  his  life 
during  the  many  years  circumstances  had  compelled  him  to  live  under 
Mr.  Gillman's  roof.  That  this  volume  was  nearly  completed  is  shown 
from  the  fact  that  Pickering,  the  publisher,  announced  it  as  *just 
ready,'  and  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  American,  speaks  of  the  delight  with 
which  he  heard  portions  of  the  second  volume  read  to  him  by  Mrs. 
Gillman. 

James  Gillman  died  in  the  year  1839,  or  five  years  after  the 
decease  of  Coleridge,  at  Ramsgate,  where  he  was  buried,  but  a 
monument,  similar  in  every  respect  to  that  which  /le  erected  to 
Coleridge  in    St.   Michael's  Church,   Highgate,  was   placed   on    the 
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same  wall  near  thereto,  with  the  following  inscription,  which  also 
records  the  death  of  his  second  son,  Henry  Anthony,  and  of  his 
widow,  Ann  Gillman  : — 

Sacred 

To  the  7nemory  of 

James  Gillman  surgeon 

(The  friend  of  S.  T.  Coleridge) 

For  many  years  an  eminent  practitioner 

In  this  place. 

He  died  at  Ramsgate^ 

Where  his  remains  are  interred^ 

On  \'^  fjinCy   1839, 

In  the  57  year  of  his  age. 

While  on  earth,  his  ifztegrity  of  heart 

And  generosity  of  character 

Gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  men. 

His  Christian  faitJi  has,  zve  humbly  trust. 

Through  the  merits  of  the  Saviour, 
Obtained  the  promise  of  a  better  inheritance. 

"  Mercy  !  for  praise — to  be  forgiven  for  fame 
He  asked,  and  hoped  through  Christ;  do  thou  the  same  !^^ 

Also  of  Henry  Anthony  his  second  son. 

Who  died  May  31^''   1858,  aged  44, 

And  is  interred  in  the  adfacent  Cemetery. 

Also  of  A nn  Gillman, 

Widow  of  the  above  James 

Died  August  4'''''  i860  aged  81 

Buried  at  Ramsgate. 

A  most  devoted  Wife  and  MotJier,  a  firm  friend, 

A  kind  Neighbour,  a  sincere  Christian. 

Valete  !  sed  non  sternum. 
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The  memory  of  James  Gillman,  surgeon,  lived  long  after  his 
death  amongst  the  poor  of  Highgate. 

The  author  paid  a  visit  to  the  church  and  hamlet  about  the 
year  1875,  or  nearly  forty  years  after  his  death,  and  found  (though 
the  informants  were  not  aware  of  the  author's  relationship)  that  the 
recollection  of  the  various  kindnesses  and  gratuitous  medical  care  of 
the  poor  was  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many,  or  had  been  told  from 
parent  to  child. 

He  was  honest  and  straightforward  to  a  fault.  During  a  'high 
feud'  which  divided  the  parishioners  of  Highgate  in  1822,  on  the 
question  of  whether  the  old  chapel  which  had  fallen  into  disrepair, 
belonged  to  the  inhabitants  or  to  the  Governors  of  the  Grammar 
School,  Coleridge  wrote  as  follows  to  a  friend : — 

"  Our  friend  Gillman  sees  the  factious  nature  and  origin  of  the 
proceedings  in  so  strong  a  light,  and  feels  so  indignantly,  that  I  am 
constantly  afraid  of  his  honesty  spirting  out  to  his  injury.  If  I  had 
the  craft  of  a  Draughtsman,  I  would  paint  Gillman  in  the  character  of 
Honesty,  levelling  a  pistol  (with  '  Truth  '  on  the  barrel)  at  Sutton,  in 
the  character  of  Modern  Reform,  and  myself  as  a  Dutch  Mercury, 
with  rod  in  hand,  hovering  aloft,  and  pouring  water  into  the  touch- 
hole.  The  superscription  might  be  'Pacification,'  a  little  finely 
pronounced  on  the  first  syllable." 

In  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Daniel  Stuart,  the  editor  of  the  Morning 
Post,  dated  May  13,  181 6,  Coleridge  says  : — 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillman  will  be  most  happy  to  see  you  to  share  in 
a  family  dinner  and  spend  the  evening  with  us,  and  if  you  will  come 
early  I  can  show  you  some  most  delicious  walks.  You  will  like  Mr. 
Gillman.  He  is  a  man  of  strong,  fervid  and  agile  intellect,  with  such 
a  master  passion  for  truth  that  his  most  abstracted  verities  assume  a 
character  of  veracity.  And  his  wife  it  will  be  impossible  not  to 
respect,  if  a  balance  and  harmony  of  powers  and  qualities,  unified  and 
spiritualised  by  a  native  fineness  of  character,  render  womanhood 
amiable  and  respectable.     In  serious  truth  I  have  much  reason  to  be 
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most  grateful  for  the  choice  and  chance  which  has  placed  me  under 
their  hospitable  roof.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Gillman,  as  friend  and 
as  physician,  will  succeed  in  restoring  me  to  my  natural  self."  * 

In  "Coleridge's  Letters,  Conversations  and  Recollections,"  edited 
by  Thomas  Allsop,  his  hostess,  Mrs.  Ann  Gillman  is  also  several 
times  mentioned. 

In  1820  Coleridge  writes  : 

"  Mrs.  Gillman,  who  has  always  felt  a  sort  of  lofty,  yet  refined, 
enthusiasm  respecting  the  relations  of  an  only  sister  to  her  brothers. 
Of  all  women  I  ever  knew,  Mrs.  G.  is  the  woman  who  seems  to  have 
been  framed  by  Nature  for  a  heroine  is  that  rare  species  of  love  which 
subsists  in  a  tri-unity  of  the  heart,  the  moral  sense,  and  the  faculty, 
corresponding  to  what  Spurzheim  calls  the  organ  of  ideality.  What 
in  other  women  is  rejinement  exists  in  her  as  by  implication,  and, 
ci  fortiori,  in  a  native  fiiieness  of  character.  She  often  represents  to 
my  mind  the  best  parts  of  the  Spanish  Santa  Teresa,  ladyhood  of 
nature." 

Again,  in  the  same  year  : 

"  Before  I  opened  your  letter,  or  rather  before  I  gave  it  to  Diy  best 
sister,  and,  tinder  God,  best  comforter,  to  open,  a  heavy,  a  very  heavy 
affliction  came  upon  me  with  all  the  aggravations  of  surprise,  sudden 
as  a  peal  of  thunder  from  a  cloudless  sky." 

In  the  following  year  : 

"  In  Mrs.  Gillman  I  have  always  admired,  what  indeed  I  have 
found  more  or  less  an  accompaniment  of  womanly  excellence  wherever 
found,  a  high  opinion  of  her  own  sex  comparatively,  and  a  partiality 
for  female  society.  I  know  that  her  strongest  prejudices  against 
individual  men  have  originated  in  their  professed  disbelief  of  such  a 
thing  as  female  friendship,  or  in  some  similar  brutish  forgetfulness 
that  woman  is  an  immortal  soul  ;  and  as  to  all  parts  of  the  female 
character,  so  chiefly  and  especially  to  the  best,  noblest,  and  highest — 

*  "  Letters  of  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge."     Edited  by  Ernest  H.  Coleridge.     London,  1895. 
Page  665. 


Mrs.    ANN     GILLMAN, 

WIDOW    OF    JAMES    GILLMAN,   SURGEON, 
OF    THE    GROYE,   HIGHGATE. 
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to  the  germs  and  yearnings  of  immortality  in  the  man.  I  have  much 
to  say  on  this,  and  shall  now  say  it  with  comfort,  because  I  can  think 
of  it  as  a  pure  Question  of  Thought." 

After  a  visit  to  Ramsgate  for  change  of  air,  &c. : 

"  First,  it  will  give  you  so  much  real  pleasure  to  see  my  improved 
looks  and  how  very  well  Mrs.  Gillman  has  come  back.  I  need  not  tell 
you,  that  your  sister  cannot  be  dearer  to  you — and  you  are  no  ordinary 
brother — than  Mrs.  Gillman  is  to  me  ;  and  you  will  therefore  readily 
understand  me  when  I  say,  that  I  look  at  the  manifest  and  (as  it  was 
gradual)  I  hope  permanent  change  in  her  countenance,  expression  and 
motion,  with  a  sort  of  pride  of  comfort." 

In  1823  Coleridge  describes  an  accident  which  befel  his  hostess  : 

"  Mrs.  Gillman,  on  stepping  from  my  attic,  slipt  on  the  first  step 
of  a  steep  flight  of  nine  high  stairs,  precipitated  herself  and  fell  head 
foremost  on  the  fifth  stair  ;  and  when  at  the  piercing  scream  I  rushed 
out,  I  found  her  lying  on  the  landing  place,  her  head  at  the  wall. 
Even  now  the  Image,  and  the  Terror  of  the  Image,  blends  with  the 
recollection  of  the  Past  a  strange  expectancy,  a  fearful  sense  of  a 
something  still  to  come  ;  and  breaks  in,  and  makes  stoppages,  as  it 
were,  in  my  Thanks  to  God  for  her  providential  escape.  For  an 
escape  we  must  all  think  it,  though  the  small  bone  of  her  left  arm  was 
broken,  and  her  wrist  sprained.  She  went  without  a  light,  though 
(Oh  !  the  vanity  of  Prophecies,  the  sense  of  which  can  be  established 
only  by  the  proof  of  their  uselessness)  two  nights  before  I  had 
expostulated  with  her  on  this  account  with  some  warmth,  having 
previously  more  than  once  remonstrated  against  it,  on  stairs  not 
familiar  and  without  carpeting." 

The  following  beautiful  and  symbolical  letter  written  to  Mrs. 
Gillman  on  May  3,  1827,  shows  Coleridge's  attachment  and  gratitude 
to  her : — 

"  My  Dear  Friend, — I  received  and  acknowledged  your  this 
morning's  present  both  as  plant  and  symbol,  and  with  appropriate 
thanks  and  correspondent  feeling.     The  rose  is  the  pride  of  summer, 
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the  delight  and  the  beauty  of  our  gardens  ;  the  eglantine,  the  honey- 
suckle and  the  jasmine,  if  not  so  bright  or  so  ambrosial,  are  less 
transient,  creep  nearer  to  us,  clothe  our  walls,  twine  over  our  porch, 
and  haply  peep  in  at  our  chamber  window,  with  the  crested  wren  or 
linnet  within  the  tufts  wishing  good  morning  to  us.  Lastly,  the 
geranium  passes  the  door,  and  in  its  hundred  varieties,  imitating  now 
this,  now  that  leaf,  odour,  blossom  of  the  garden,  still  steadily  retains 
its  own  staid  character,  its  own  sober  and  refreshing  hue  and  fragrance. 

"  It  deserves  to  be  the  inmate  of  the  house,  and  with  due  attention 
and  tenderness  will  live  through  the  winter,  grave  yet  cheerful,  as  an 
old  family  friend  that  makes  up  for  the  departure  of  gayer  visitors 
in  the  leafless  season. 

"  But  none  of  these  are  the  myrtle  !  In  none  of  these,  nor  in  all 
collectively,  will  the  myrtle  find  a  substitute.  All  together  and  joining 
with  them  all  the  aroma,  the  spices  and  the  balsams  of  the  hot-house, 
yet  should  they  be  a  sad  exchange  for  the  myrtle  !  Oh,  precious  in  its 
sweetness  is  the  rich  innocence  of  its  snow-white  blossoms  !  And  dear 
are  they  in  remembrance  ;  but  these  may  pass  with  the  season,  and 
while  the  myrtle  plant  or  own  myrtle  plant  remains  unchanged,  its 
blossoms  are  remembered  the  more  to  endear  the  faithful  bearer  ;  yea, 
they  survive  invisibly  in  every  more  than  fragrant  leaf.  As  the  flashing 
strains  of  the  nightingale  to  the  yearning  murmurs  of  the  dove,  so  the 
myrtle  to  the  rose  !  He  who  has  once  possessed  and  prized  a  genuine 
myrtle  will  rather  remember  it  under  the  cypress  tree  than  seek  to 
forget  it  among  the  rose  bushes  of  a  paradise. 

"  God  bless  you,  my  dearest  friend,  and  be  assured  that  if  death  do 

not  suspend  memory  and  consciousness  death  itself  will  not  deprive 

you  of  a  faithful  participator  in  all  your  hopes  and  fears,  affections  and 

solicitudes,  in  your  unalterable* 

S.  T.  Coleridge. 

James  Gillman,  the  surgeon,  left  two  sons,  James  and  Henry 
Anthony,  the  latter  died  unmarried  on  May  31,  1858,  aged  44.  He 
had  no  daughters. 

*  The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Heni-y  Watson  (late  of  St.  Leonard's 
Vicarage,  Tring,  Herts),  the  granddaughter  of  the  Mrs.  Gillman  to  whom  the  letter  is  addressed. 


The    Revd.  JAMES    GILLMAN,    B.C.L. 

(Formerly  FcIUnv  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxfonl.j 

From  a  Painting  by  Merman  Macbeth,  A.R.S.A. 
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James  Gillman,  junior,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  8  Aug.,  1808  ;  he 
was  sent  by  his  father  to  Merchant  Taylors'  School  in  ]\Iay,  1818,  and 
became  the  Head  Scholar  and  Monitor  of  that  School.  He  was 
elected  to  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  on  iith  June,  1827,  and  took 
his  degree,  B.C.L.,  in  1831,  becoming  a  Fellow  of  his  College.  He 
was  ordained  in  the  same  year. 

Coleridge  writes  on  Dec.  15,  1 831,  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Green:  "James 
Gillman  has  passed  an  unusually  strict  and  long  examination  for 
ordination  with  great  credit,  and  was  selected  by  the  Bishop  to  read 
the  lessons  in  the  service."  * 

In  February,  1837,  i^  the  Chapel  of  the  British  Embassy,  at 
Paris,  he  married  Sophia  Riley,  daughter  of  Alexander  Riley,  Esq., 
of  Euston  Square,  London,  and  the  Burwood  and  Raby  Estates, 
near  Sydney,  New  vSouth  Wales. 

In  May,  1834,  he  was  an  applicant  for  the  living  of  St.  Margaret's, 
Leiston,  Suffolk,  in  the  gift  alternately  of  Christ's  Hospital  and  the 
Haberdashers'  Company,  to  the  latter  of  whom  Coleridge  penned  the 
following  letter  recommending  him  for  the  same.  The  original  letter, 
which  has  not  hitherto  been  published,  is  in  the  writer's  possession, 
and  the  reader  will  doubtless  consider  it  as  much  a  testimonial  to 
Coleridge  himself  as  to  the  candidate  for  the  living ! 

This  letter  was  written  two  months  before  Coleridge's  death : 

"  To  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of 

Haberdashers. 
"  Gentlemen 

"  The  Living  of  Leiston  in  your  presentation  is  vacant,  and 
one  of  the  Candidates  is  the  Reverend  James  Gillman,  Fellow  of  St. 
John's  College,  Oxford.  Among  the  weightier  Testimonials  and  from 
higher  Authority,  which  he  will,  doubtless,  lay  before  you,  condescend 
to  accept  that  of  the  humble  Individual,  whose  Name  is  subscribed, 

*  "  Letters  of  S.  T.  Coleridge."     Edited  by  Ernest  H.  Coleridge.     1895. 
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and  who  at  an  advanced  Age  writes  from  a  Bed  of  Sickness  under 
convictions,  that  subordinate  every  worldly  motive  and  predilection  to 
more  aweful  Interests. 

"  I  have  known  the  Rev*^  James  Gillman  from  his  Childhood,  as 
having  been  from  that  time  to  this  a  trusted  Inmate  of  the  Household 
of  his  dear  and  exemplary  Parents.  I  have  followed  his  progress 
at  weekly  Intervals  from  his  entrance  into  the  Merchants'  Taylors' 
School,  and  traced  his  continued  improvements  under  the  excellent 
M"^.  Bellamy  to  his  Removal,  as  Head  Scholar,  to  S*.  John's  College  : 
and  during  his  academic  Career  his  Vacations  were  in  the  main  passed 
under  my  eye. 

"  I  was  myself  educated  for  the  Church  at  Christ's  Plospital,  and 
sent  from  that  honored  and  unique  Institution  to  Jesus  College, 
Cambridge,  under  the  tutorage  and  discipline  of  the  Rev*  James 
Bowyer  who  has  left  an  honored  name  in  the  Church  for  the  zeal  and 
ability  with  which  he  formed  and  trained  his  Orphan  Pupils  to  the 
Sacred  Ministry,  as  Scholars,  as  Readers,  as  Preachers,  and  as  sound 
Interpreters  of  the  Word.  May  I  add  that  I  was  the  Junior  School- 
fellow in  the  next  place,  the  Protege,  and  the  Friend  of  the  late 
venerated  D»'.  Middleton,  the  first  Bishop  of  Calcutta.  And  assuredly 
whatever  under  such  Training  and  such  Influence  I  learnt,  or  thro'  a 
long  life  mainly  devoted  to  Scriptural,  Theological  and  Ecclesiastical 
Studies,  I  have  been  permitted  to  attain,  I  have  been  anxious  to 
communicate  to  the  Son  of  my  dearest  Friends,  with  little  less  than 
paternal  Solicitude.  And  at  all  events  I  dare  attest,  that  the  Rev*^ 
James  Gillman  is  pure  and  blameless  in  morals  and  unexceptionable 
in  manners,  equally  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  Pastoral 
Duties  as  of  the  Labors  in  the  Desk  and  the  Pulpit :  and  that  his 
mind  is  made  up  to  preach  the  ivhole  truth  in  Christ. 

"  Accept,  Gentlemen,  the  unfeigned  Respects  of  your  aged 
humble  Servant. 

"  S.  T.  Coleridge. 
"  Grove,  Highgate, 

"27  May,  1834." 
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The  Rev.  James  Gillman  seems  about  a  year  previous  to  this 
time  to  have  thought  of  standing  as  a  candidate  for  the  Vicarship  of 
Enfield,  the  gift  to  the  living  of  which  parish  was  apparently  in  the 
hands  of  the  parishioners  themselves,  as  appears  from  the  following 
letter,  written  on  May  7,  1833,  to  him  by  the  celebrated  though  some- 
what eccentric  Charles  Lamb,*  and  published  in  the  "  Life  of  Mary 
Lamb,"  by  Mrs.  Alex.  Gilchrist  :— 

"  By  a  strange  occurrence  we  have  quitted  Enfield  for  ever.  Oh  ! 
the  happy  eternity  !  Who  is  Vicar  or  Lecturer  for  that  detestable 
place  concerns  us  not.  But  Ashbury,  surgeon  and  a  good  fellow,  had 
offered  to  get  you  a  Mover  and  Seconder,  and  you  may  use  my  name 
freely  to  him.  Except  him  and  Dr.  Creswell,  I  have  no  respectable 
acquaintance  in  the  dreary  village.  At  least  my  friends  are  all  in  the 
public  line,  and  it  might  not  suit  to  have  it  moved  at  a  special  vestry 
by  John  Gage  at  the  Crown  and  Horseshoe,  licensed  victualler,  and 
seconded  by  Joseph  Horner  of  the  Green  Dragon,  ditto,  that  the  Rev. 
J.  G.  is  a  fit  person  to  be  Lecturer,  &c. 

"  My  dear  James,  I  wish  you  all  success,  but  am  too  full  of  my 
own  emancipation  almost  to  congratulate  anyone  else.  With  both 
our  loves  to  your  father  and  mother  and  glorious  S.  T.  C, 

"  Yours,  C.  Lamb." 

After  acting  for  a  short  time  as  Under  Master  at  the  Highgate 
Grammar  School  he  was  presented  by  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  to 
the  living  of  Barfreystone,  Kent,  in  October,  1836,  a  village  situated 
about  half-way  between  Canterbury  and  Dover,  celebrated  for  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  small  Norman  churches  that  exists  in  England. 
This  church,  which  was  probably  designed  by  the  architect  of,  and  built 
by  the  masons  employed  at,  Canterbury  Cathedral,  is  remarkable  for 
its  beautiful  carved  south  door,  circular  Norman  window  and  carved 
work  inside  the  church. 

Owing  to  its  age  and  the  subsidence  of  the  soil,  the  church 
standmg  on  a  knoll  of  ground  which  had  been  much  excavated  for 

*  The  original  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Henry  Watson,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  James  Gillman.  *" 
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graves,  the  walls  had  become  much  cracked  and  out  of  the  perpen- 
dicular, so  that  the  stability  of  the  whole  structure  had  become 
endangered. 

The  Rev.  James  Gillman,  soon  after  his  presentation,  saw  that 
the  restoration  or  re-building  of  the  church  was  inevitable.  At  that 
time  but  few  old  churches  had  been  restored  and  the  subject  was  but 
little  understood.  The  popular  idea  on  the  subject  was  the  old 
churchwardens'  fashions  of  beautifying  and  adorning  by  plastering 
and  whitewashing. 

The  new  rector  superintended  the  work  himself  with  reverent  care, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Twopenny,  architect. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  all  the  principal  walls  down  to  the 
foundations.  Each  stone  was  carefully  numbered  and  laid  in  its  place 
on  the  grass  of  the  surrounding  churchyard,  the  greatest  care  being 
taken  not  to  remove  any  of  the  lichen  or  moss  that  had  grown  on  the 
outside  stones,  but  only  to  clean  and  remove  the  churchwardens' 
whitewash  where  necessary. 

When  the  church  was  re-built  all  the  stones  were  placed  back 
exactly  in  their  original  position,  the  only  difference  being  that  they 
were  upright  and  exact  in  their  fitting  as  the  church  had  been  six 
hundred  years  before. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  then  residing  at  Walmer,  took  a  great 
interest  in  the  restoration  of  the  church,  coming  over  several  times 
during  the  progress  of  the  work  and  lunching  with  the  Rector.  The 
Duke  contributed  liberally  to  the  Church  Restoration  Fund. 

When,  subsequently,  the  Rector  became  Vicar  of  a  parish  in 
Lambeth  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  staying  at  Lambeth  Palace 
with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  he  asked  specially  that  the  Rev. 
James  Gillman  might  be  invited  to  dinner  to  meet  him.  The  three 
dined  alone  together,  the  Duke  in  course  of  conversation  recalling 
with  pleasure  his  visits  to  Barfreystone. 


BARFREYSTONE    CHURCH,   KENT, 

FROM     THE    M.E. 
(From  a  Photo  taken  by  the  Author  in  i8(ijy. 
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At  the  opening  of  the  church,  in  the  year  1842,  there  was  a  great 
congregation  of  the  neighbouring  clergy,  and  amongst  them  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (Howley).  After  the  service  was  finished 
the  Archbishop  thus  addressed  the  Rector :  "  Mr.  Gillman,  I  am 
much  disappointed  at  the  appearance  of  the  work,  I  thought  this 
church  had  been  restored,  I  can  see  no  signs  of  new  work,  &c." 
Whereupon  the  Rector  replied,  raising  his  hat,  "  Thank  you,  my 
lord,  that  is  the  greatest  compliment  on  the  work  I  have  had  paid 
me  yet." 

The  author  was  the  first  child  baptised  (March  10,  1844)  in  the 
new  font  placed  in  the  church  soon  after  it  was  re-opened. 

In  the  year  1847  the  Rev.  James  Gillman  exchanged  the  living  of 
Barfreystone  for  the  Vicarage  of  Holy  Trinity,  Lambeth,  in  the  south 
of  London,  in  which  large  and  poor  parish  he  found  a  greater  sphere 
for  his  energies  and  indefatigable  work,  this  notice  appearing  at  the 
time  in  a  Kentish  newspaper : — 

"  On  Sunday  week  the  Rev.  James  Gillman  preached  a  farewell 
sermon  at  Barfreystone  Church,  near  Wingham,  and  the  following  is 
the  copy  of  an  address  from  his  late  parishioners,  together  with  the 
rev.  gentleman's  reply  : — 

"Barfreystone,  Nov.  10,  1847. 

"  Revd.  Sir, — The  poor  and  humble  inhabitants  of  Barfreystone, 
sincerely  regretting  your  removal,  beg  leave  to  express  their  unfeigned 
esteem  for  5^our  character  and  thankfulness  for  the  religious  advantages 
enjoyed  during  your  ministry,  as  well  as  for  numerous  private  acts  of 
individual  kindness  conferred  upon  them. 

"  On  the  eve  of  your  departure  they  respectfully  solicit  your 
acceptance  of  a  silver  cream  pot  and  butter  knife,  as  a  very  small 
token  of  grateful  remembrance,  in  after  times,  when  you  are  removed 
to  a  more  enlarged  sphere  of  usefulness,  where  they  hope  and  trust  the 
blessing  of  God  will  rest  upon  you  and  your  exertions. 

"  To  the  Rev.  James  Gillman. 
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"  To  the  Paris hi'ojiers  of  Barfrey stone. 

"  My  dear  Christian  friends,  alas  !  no  longer  parishioners, — It  is 
with  the  deepest  emotion  that  I  receive  your  very  beautiful  and 
unexpected  testimonial,  which  I  shall  ever  prize  as  a  token  that  you 
reciprocate  those  feelings  of  regard  I  have  long  entertained  for  you  all. 

"  In  the  arduous  duties  upon  which  I  am  about  to  enter,  it  will  be 
no  small  support  and  consolation  to  reflect  that  I  carry  with  me  such 
unfeigned  sympathy  from  you  all — sympathy  the  more  valuable  because 
springing  from  the  genuine  kindness  of  your  own  hearts  rather  than 
the  popularity  of  the  opinions  I  conscientiously  entertain. 

"  Mrs.  Gillman  unites  in  offering  her  most  cordial  thanks  for  the 
kind  expressions  we  have  both  personally  receiv^ed,  and  in  heartily 
wishing  that  Providence  may  extend  to  you  the  highest  blessings, 
temporal  and  spiritual. 

"  Ever  yours,  faithfully  and  affectionately, 

"  J.  Gillman. 
"  Nov.  loth,   1847." 

The  following  year,  1848,  was  the  memorable  one  in  which  the 
cholera  visited  London  and  carried  off  thousands  of  victims,  especially 
in  the  district  of  Lambeth.  For  three  weeks  he  never  returned  to  his 
home  for  fear  of  carrying  the  contagion  to  his  family,  but  attended 
the  sick  and  dying  unremittingly  day  and  night,  never  undressing  but 
sleeping  only  on  a  sofa  in  the  surgery  of  the  parish  doctor. 

In  recognition  of  his  labours  at  this  dreadful  period  the  parish- 
ioners, though  consisting  almost  entirely  of  the  poorest  classes, 
presented  him  with  a  handsome  silver  inkstand.  At  this  time,  and 
during  the  whole  period  of  his  being  Vicar  of  Holy  Trinity,  the  Rev. 
James  Gillman  set  a  good  example  as  a  parish  priest  in  the  way 
he  visited  his  parishioners.  Once  every  year  at  least  he  called  at 
every  house  in  the  parish,  and  not  only  at  every  house,  but  upon  every 
family  in  each  house,  many  houses  having  several  families  living  in 
them.  In  those  times,  at  least,  few  clergy  were  so  unremitting  in 
their  labors. 
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His  experience  amongst  the  working  classes  and  the  interest  he 
took  in  their  earthly  as  well  as  spiritual  affairs  showed  him,  how  much 
difficulty  and  distress  in  consequence  often  occurred  on  the  death 
either  of  the  head  or  a  member  of  the  family,  in  providing  the  necessary 
monies  for  the  funeral,  he. 

This  led  him  to  give  his  attention  to  the  question  of  providing  a 
fund  for  the  same  on  a  similar  principle  to  life  insurance,  then  but 
little  practised  or  known  amongst  the  working  classes,  and  adapting 
the  system  to  their  special  requirements. 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Henry  Harben,  then  the  secretary  of  a 
comparatively  small  and  struggling  insurance  company  (called  the 
Prudential),  he  evolved  a  scheme  for  insurance  not  only  of  the  heads 
of  a  family  but  of  the  wife  and  children,  so  that  by  small  weekly 
payments  of  one  penny  and  upwards,  without  the  annoyance  of  a 
medical  examination,  a  certain  sum  depending  on  the  age  of  the 
insured  and  the  number  of  pence  paid  weekly,  should  be  immediately 
remitted  by  return  of  post,  on  receipt  of  advice  of  the  death  of  the 
person  insured,  to  the  proper  representatives.  Thus  providing  at 
once  a  sum  of  money  for  the  funeral  and  other  expenses. 

The  Rev.  James  Gillman,  in  order  the  better  to  develop  and 
superintend  this  new  scheme,  became  Chairman  of  the  Company 
in  the  year  1850,  as  he  considered  this  a  great  philanthropic  work. 
The  office  of  director  of  an  insurance  company  being  by  Act  of 
Parliament  specially  provided  as  one  that  can  be  held  by  a  clergyman 
without  contravening  any  ecclesiastical  or  secular  law. 

So  marvellously  successful  was  this  new  scheme,  proving  itself  so 
well  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  working  classes,  &c.,  that  the 
sum  of  money  received  by  the  Company  on  this  account  in  weekly 
payments  of  pence  amounted  before  the  Chairman's  death,  in  1877,  to 
over  ;^2,ooo,ooo  per  annum,  and  has  since  increased  to  more  than 
double  that  amount. 
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At  the  present  time  over  11,000,000  of  the  population  of  Great 
Britain,  principally  in  England,  are  insured  in  this  Company  under 
this  system,  and  sums  of  money  equal  to  over  ;^i, 500,000  per  annum 
are  distributed  by  the  next  post  after  receipt  of  the  proper  notice  of 
death,  to  the  representatives  of  nearly  170,000  persons. 

The  Rev.  James  Gillman  died  on  April  3,  1877,  his  wife  having 
predeceased  him  on  the  6th  May,  1862. 

They  had  seven  children  : 

I.  James  Coleridge,  born  May  iiy  1842,  at  Bath;  died  Feb. 
17,  1875,  without  issue. 

II.     Alexander  William,   born  Dec.    i,    1843,   at    Barfreystone, 
Kent,  of  whom  directly. 

III.  Arthur  Riley,  born  Sept.  11,  1852,  of  whom  presently. 

IV.  Charles   Herbert,  born  July   6,    1854;    died  June  26,  1879, 

unmarried. 

I.  Lucy  Eleanor,  born  July  4,  1838  ;  married  May  19,  1863,  the 
Rev.  Henry  G.  Watson,  Vicar  of  Great  Stoughton, 
Huntingdonshire,  late  Vicar  of  St.  Leonard's,  Tring. 

II.     Amelia,  born  Feb.  13,  1840;  died  Feb.  16,  1862. 

HI.     Sophia  Raby,  born  May  30,  1851  ;  married  Cosmo  Gordon 
Howard,  Esq.,  June  24,  1873. 

Alexander  William  Gillman,  the  eldest  surviving  son,  was 
born  at  Barfreystone,  Kent,  Dec.  i,  1843,  he  exhibited  an  early  taste  for 
science,  especially  for  chemistry  and  physics.  Having  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  passed  through  the  usual  school  education,  he  studied  Chemistry 
under  Professor  Hofmann  at  the  Royal  College  of  Chemistry,  London, 
and  Physics  with  Professor  Tyndall  at  the  Royal  School  of  Mines. 
Having  passed  the  first  in  the  first  class  in  the  examination  in  competi- 
tion with  men  many  years  his  senior,  he  was  appointed  private  assistant 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  to  Professor  Hofmann,  for  whom  he  conducted 
several  researches   in   organic  chemistry.      After   being   four  years 
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engaged  in  this  position,  owing  to  the  unhealthy  laboratory  atmosphere 
and  the  nature  of  the  work,  the  strain  on  his  health,  at  that  early  period 
of  life,  was  too  much  for  him,  and  he  was  compelled  to  resign  his 
appointment. 

After  a  short  rest  he  devoted  his  attentions  to  the  study  of  the 
Science  of  brewing,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  apply  in  a  practical 
form  the  researches  and  discoveries  of  Pasteur,  Schiitzenberger,  and 
others,  on  fermentation,  &:c.,  and  to  reduce  brewing,  which  was  formerly 
only  a  rule  of  thumb  process,  or  at  the  best  an  empiric  art,  to  as 
nearly  as  possible  a  true  and  exact  Science.  In  consequence  he  was 
consulted  by  very  many  of  the  largest  London  and  provincial  brewers 
in  improving  and  perfecting  the  processes  they  employed.  He  thus 
created  a  new  scientific  profession  in  which  others  have  followed  his 
footsteps. 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer  he  has  patented  several 
new  scientific  processes  in  brewing,  which  have  proved  a  great  success. 

He  is  a  life  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society,  London. 

Having  always  had  a  great  taste  for  archaeology  and  antiquarian 
research,  seven  years  ago  he  conceived  the  idea  of  investigating  the 
history  of  the  Gillman  Family,  of  which  this  work  is  the  outcome. 

On  September  3,  1872,  at  St.  James's  Church,  Piccadilly,  London, 
he  married  Annie,  the  youngest  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  the  late 
James  Chalmers  Swan,  Esq.,  Principal  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary 
and  Clerk  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Councils  in  Ceylon.  His 
descent  and  pedigree  the  writer  has  traced  through  the  Campbells  of 
Glenorchy  to  Robert  Bruce,  King  of  Scotland,  A.D.  1328. 

They  have  the  following  children  : 

I.     Alexander  Henry,  born  8th  Sept.,  1873. 
II.     Isabel  Margaret  Riley,  born  28th  October,  1878. 
III.     Gerald  Coleridge,  born  i8th  July,  1881. 

Alexander  Henry  Gillman  follows  in  his  father's  profession. 
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Arthur  Riley  Gillman,  the  second  surviving  son  of  the  Rev. 
James  Gillman,  was  educated  at  Lancing  College,  Sussex.  He  was 
admitted  as  a  solicitor  in  November,  1875. 

He  married,  at  St.  George's  Church  Bloomsbury,  London,  on  31st 
March,  1880,  Jane,  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Everitt 
Mestaer  Aldridge,  a  well-known  solicitor  of  Montague  Place,  Russell 
Square. 

They  have  the  following  children  : 

I.  Arthur  Charles,  born  19th  January,  1881. 

II.  Martin  Alexander  Aldridge,  born  i  ith  November,  1887. 

III.  Warren  Riley,  born  12th  January,  1890. 

IV.  Barbara,  born  7th  January,  1895. 


Appendix  to  Chapter  X. 

THE  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Watson,  granddaughter 
of  James   Gillman,   vSurgeon,   of   Highgate,   appeared  in  the 
Times  on  June  8th,  1895,  in  reference  to  Coleridge's  habit  of 
taking  opium,  and  to  some  remarks  thereon  which  were  made  in  a 
review  in  the  same  newspaper  on  the  recently  published  *'  Letters  of 
Coleridge,"  edited  by  his  grandson,  Ernest  H.  Coleridge: — 

"S.  T.  COLERIDGE. 
"To  THE  Editor  of  the  'Times.' 

"  Sir, — In  the  review  of  the  above  work  in  your  issue  of  April  27 
your  reviewer  says  : — '  The  perpetual  cry  of  ill-health  seems  to  echo 
through  the  volumes  from  end  to  end,  and  this,  being  interpreted, 
means  little  less  than  opium  and  indolence.  There  is  no  getting  over 
this  unfortunate  truth.' 

*'  In  justice  to  Coleridge's  memory  I  think  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  by  my  grandfather,  Mr.  Gillman  (with  whom,  as  is  well 
known,  the  poet  lived  more  than  18  years),  should  be  made  more 
widely  known  : — 

"  '  From  some  expressions  in  your  letter  I  am  induced  to  give 
you  a  short  account  of  Mr.  Coleridge's  personal  sufferings  and  their 
physical  causes,  which  sufferings  at  the  last  were  agonizing  to  himself 
and  to  those  about  him. 

"  *  After  his  decease  his  body  was  inspected  by  two  able  anatomists 
appointed  by  Professor  Green,  a  task  too  painful  for  either  him  or 
myself  to  perform. 

" '  The  left  side  of  the  chest  was  nearly  occupied  by  the  heart, 
which  was  immensely  enlarged  and  the  sides  of  which  were  so  thin  as 
not  to  be  able  to  sustain  its  weight  when  raised. 

Q 
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"  *  The  right  side  of  the  chest  was  filled  with  a  fluid  enclosed  in  a 
membrane,  having  the  appearance  of  a  cyst,  amounting  in  quantity 
to  upwards  of  three  quarts,  so  that  the  lungs  on  both  sides  were 
completely  compressed. 

"  <  This  will  sufficiently  account  for  his  bodily  sufferings,  which 
were  almost  without  intermission  during  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
and  will  explain  to  you  the  necessity  of  subduing  these  sufferings  by 
narcotics,  and  of  driving  on  a  most  feeble  circulation  by  stimulants, 
which  his  case  had  imperatively  demanded. 

"'This  disease,  which  is  generally  of  slow  progress,  had  its 
commencement  in  Coleridge  nearly  40  years  before  his  death. 

"'To  the  general  observer  his  disease  masked  itself;  and  his 
personal  sufferings  were  hidden  and  concealed  by  his  fortitude  and 
resignation  and  by  the  extraordinary  power  he  had  of  apparently 
overcoming  and  drowning  them,  as  it  were,  at  times  in  fervid 
colloquy.' 

"  I  could  say  much  more  on  this  subject  did  space  permit ;  but 
I  think  that  the  evidence  of  the  post-mortem  examination  and  the 
testimony  of  my  grandfather  as  to  his  sufferings  during  life  are 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  '  cry  of  ill-health '  was  not  all  '  opium 
and  indolence.' 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"Lucy  E.  Watson. 
"  Great  Staughton,  St.  Neots,  June  5." 

The  above  quoted  letter  from  James  Gillman  was  written  to 
Joseph  Cottle.  The  Lancet  on  June  15,  1895,  made  the  following 
comments  on  this  letter,  reprinting  it  therein  : — 

"  The  tyranny  of  the  body  finds  its  most  striking  exemplification 
in  the  subjects  of  chronic  disease,  which  without  actually  threatening 
life  so  restricts  vitality  as  to  modify  the  whole  character  of  the 
individual.  The  old  classification  of  temperaments  may  be  largely 
interpreted  in  a  pathological  sense,  for  a  real  basis  in  organic 
derangement  may  be  at  the  root  of  the  physical  and  moral  attributes 
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that  the  individual  possesses.     This  is,  we  fear,  too  often  overlooked 
in    persons  who  belong   to   the   great   class  of   hypochondriacs,  for 
whom,  it  may  be,  less  sympathy  is  shown  than  is  deserved.     The  case 
of  Coleridge  is  an  illustration  of  this.     A  recent  review  of  his  life  in 
the  columns  of  the  Times  interpreted  his  '  perpetual  cry  of  ill-health' 
to  mean  '  little  less  than  opium  and  indolence.'     This  opinion  brought 
forth  from  the  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Gillman,  '  with  whom  the  poet 
lived   for   more    than    eighteen   years,'    a   reply   containing    a    most 
interesting  account   of  Coleridge's   chronic   ailment  penned   by  Mr. 
Gillman,  which  accounts  for  much  of  his  idiosyncrasies  of  character 
and  habits.     The  account  here  given  of  the  posl-morlem  examination 
was  probably  not  intended  for  professional  perusal,  and  is  therefore 
not  so  precise  and  definite  as  to  be  quite  clearly  interpreted.     Thus  it 
is  somewhat  puzzling  to  define  the  condition  described  in  the  right 
pleura.     The  large  'cyst'  mentioned  could  hardly  have  been  a  hydatid. 
It  is  more  likely,  we  think,  that  it  was  really  a  pleural  effusion,  which 
seemed  to  be  encysted  from  the  presence  of  adhesions  of  the  lung  to 
the  chest  wall.     If  this  be  so  then  this  effusion  may  be  regarded  as 
dropsical  in  character,  occurring  towards  the  close  of  life  in  a  subject 
of   chronic    cardiac    dilatation.     The    account    which   describes    the 
enormous   size  of  the  heart  and  the  extreme  tenuity  of  its  walls  is 
silent  as  to  the  pericardium,  but  such  a  degree  of  enlargement  may 
well  have  been  due  to  universal  adhesion  of  the  heart  to  the  pericardial 
sac,  from  the  inflammation  of  the  latter  in  early  life.     The  record, 
however,    suffices    to   prove   that    this    intellectual    giant    must   have 
suffered  more  than  the  world  was  aware  of,  and  it  can  be  understood 
that  his  '  indolence '  as  well  as  his  opium  habit  had  a  physical  basis. 
It  can  only  add  to  the  marvel  with  which  his  achievements  are  justly 
regarded   that  one  so  physically   disabled    should   have  made   such 
extensive  and   profound   contributions  to  philosophy  and   literature. 
It  is  one  more  instance  of  the  triumph  of  mind  over  body." 


Chapter  XI. 

The  Gilmans  of  Huntingdonshire,  Bedfordshire  and 

Cambridgeshire. 

SOME  of  the  Norfolk  Gilmans,  at  an  early  period,  appear  to  have 
journeyed  further  west  than  the  limits  of  that  county  and  settled 
on  the  borders  of  Huntingdonshire,  Bedfordshire  and  Cambridge- 
shire, in  the  part  where  those  three  counties  all  adjoin  one  another. 
The  Gilmans  are  only  to  be  found  in  this  small  district  on  the  borders  of 
these  three  counties.  One  of  the  earliest  recorded  is  Thomas  Gylmyn, 
who  died  at  St.  Neots,  Hunts,  in  the  year  1508.*  His  will  is  dated 
March  8,  1508,  and  was  proved  at  Lambeth,  London,  on  July  17  in  that 
year,  being  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIL 

Thomas  Gylmyn  is  described  as  of  'Seynt  Nede '  (St.  Neots);  he 
desires  his  "  body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  Church  of  Seynt  Nede 
afore  saide  before  our  blessed  Lady  of  pity  on  the  right  side  of 
Katherine  Gylmyn  late  my  wif." 

The  following  are  some  of  his  bequests  :  "  to  the  hedde  church  of 
Lincoln  iiii'*' — to  the  high  Aulter  in  the  parishe  Church  of  Seynt  Nede 
for  tithes  negligently  forgotten  xx'^" — to  the  Roode  loft  peynting  xx*^* 
To  the  Vicar  of  Seynt  Nede  to  pray  for  me  vi''-  viii*^-  To  Fraunceys 
his  broder  when  he  syngeth  his  first  masse  xl*^-  to  ]\L  Crouker  xl'^- — to 
S*'  John  Carter  xx*^*  and  to  Thomas  Nelson  xx'^*  to  pray  for  me  and  all 
Cristen  soules. — To  Mawde  my  servant  in  money  and  money  worth 
xl*'  beside  her  wage  and  livery — to  Jak  my  ladde  my  canvas  doublett 
my  crymson  hosen  my  short  tawny  gowne  and  a  qrt  (quarter)  of 
barley. — to  Antony  Colville  my  furred  cote — to  Richard  Kellott  my 

*  There  is  a  still  much  earlier  record  of  a  Reginald  Gylemyn  in  the  '  Hundred  Rolls  '  of  the 
seventh  year  of  Edward  I.,  1 2 78-9,  who  is  mentioned  as  holding  land  at  Sybeston,  in  the 
Normancross  Hundred  of  the  (bounty  of  Hunts. 
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cloke — to  Jone  his  wif  my  wiffs  furred  gowne  and  to  Bele  his  doiighter 
an  olde  brasse  pott  with  a  hole  in  the  side — to  littell  Agnes  Kellott  a 
grene  gowne  of  my  wiffe — to  my  sister  Colvile  my  grete  brasse  pott 
with  the  trcs  in  the  mouth  my  moders  best  bed  if  she  be  goode  and 
gentill  and  if  she  trouble  mine  Executors  she  to  have  nothing." 

The  relations  further  mentioned  in  his  will  are  Thomas  Gylmyn, 
his  father,  Robert  Gylmyn,  of  Stanground  (who  was  probably  his 
brother),  and  Robert  Gylmyn,  son  of  the  same  Robert. 

He  owned  houses  and  lands  in  '  Huntyngdon  Streete '  and  *  Seynt 
Mary  strete '  in  '  Seynt  Nede's,'  and  left  legacies  to  "  evy  house  of 
freere  (friars)  in  Cambrigge  and  Bedford  "  and  lands  to  the  Priory  of 
Seynt  Nedes.  There  is  no  further  direct  trace  of  Thomas  Gylmyn's 
family  to  be  found,  but  in  the  Parish  Registers  of  Sutton,  near  Sandy,  in 
Bedfordshire,  there  are  many  entries  of  Gylmans,  commencing  from  the 
year  1542.     Sutton  is  situated  about  eight  miles  south  from  St.  Neots. 

In  the  Burial  Register  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Sutton  there  is  an 
entry:  "Buried  28  Aug.  1572  Thomas  Gilma  Jun*"-"  This  is  in  the 
14th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  and  in  the  "Herald's  Visitation  of 
London"  in  1634,  at  the  College  of  Arms,  we  find  a  Gilman  pedigree, 
commencing  with  this  Thomas  Gilman  whose  burial  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Sutton  register.  This  pedigree,  surmounted  with  the  coat  of  arms, 
is  given  opposite  the  following  page. 

It  will  be  noticed  the  crest  is  the  same  as  that  borne  by  Henry 
Gilman,  of  Deptford  Dockyard,  in  1574,  viz.,  a  dexter  man's  arm 
holding  a  dart  or  spear  with  cord  or  long  strap  of  hide  attached. 
This  was  a  special  weapon  used  by  the  ancient  Britons,  which  they 
jerked  back  'after  throwing  it  at  an  enemy'  by  a  long  strip  of  leather 
fastened  to  the  stem  (see  "  Dickens'  History  of  England,"  page  9), 
thus  confirming  the  British  descent  of  the  Gilmans  or  Gylmyns* 

*  It  is  rather  a  singular  coincidence,  if  nothing  more,  that  John  Spencer,  the  brother-in-law 
of  Richard  Gilman,  son  of  Henrj-  Gilman  of  Deptford,  should  have  come  from  Sandy  in 
Bedfordshire,  which  is  a  town  close  to  Sutton,  and  now  the  postal  town  of  the  latter  place. 
John  Spencer  had  considerable  property  in  the  neighbourhood  and  was  married  to  his  wife, 
Margaret  Bayley,  in  Sandy  Church.  (See  the  Chancery  Proceedings  which  resulted  from  this 
mamage,  between  Richard  Gilman  and  jSIargaret  Spencer,  alias  Bayley,  recorded  in  Chapter  VI., 
"  The  Gillmans  of  St.  Albans,  Hertfordshire.")  This  coincidence,  together  with  the  use  of  the 
same  crest,  as  confirmed  by  the  College  of  Heralds,  seems  to  point  to  a  connection  between 
Thomas  Gilman  of  Sutton,  Beds,  and  Henry  Gilman  of  Deptfonl,  but  of  which  no  other 
corroborative  evidence  has  been  yet  found. 
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In  the  "Visitation  of  Staffordshire"  in  1664,  or  thirty  years  later 
than  that  of  London,  we  find  the  family  continued  a  generation  further, 
and  a  pedigree  with  the  same  coat  of  arms,  certified  by  Richard  Gilman, 
of  Penford,  in  the  County  of  vStafifordshire.  This  pedigree  is  given 
at  the  end  of  this  Chapter.  A  similar  pedigree  is  also  to  be  found 
in  the  Harleian  MSS.,  6104,  Brit.  Museum. 

George  Gilman,  son  of  Thomas  Gilman,  of  Sutton,  Beds.,  was  a 
citizen  of  London  and  a  member  of  the  Merchant  Taylors'  Company,  a 
rich  Company  of  the  City  of  London,  of  which  many  Kings  have  been 
members  ;  they  were  so  called  after  the  admission  of  Henry  VII.  into 
their  Company,  1501,  but  were  incorporated  in  the  year  1466. 

In  the  records  of  the  Company,  amongst  the  "  Bindings,"  there 
is  an  entry  :  "  John  Gilman  [son  of  George  Gilman]  apprenticed  to  a 
Merchant  Taylor,  30  May,  1608." 

In  the  Harleian  MSS.,  1476,  fo,  200,  "Visitation  of  London,"  in 
the  British  Museum,  is  given  the  coat  of  arms  and  crest  of  John 
Gillman  of  Co.  Beds,  which  exactly  resemble  those  of  Bartholomew 
Gilman,  given  in  the  "Visitation  of  London"  in  1634,  in  the  College 
of  Arms  (see  opposite  page). 

Bartholomew,  who  was  another  son  of  George  Gilman,  was 
also  a  citizen  of  London,  and  a  member  of  the  Company  of  Turkey 
Merchants.  This  Company  had  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with 
Turkey  and  the  Levant  and  was  instituted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1579. 

In  the  Chancery  Proceedings  preserved  at  the  Record  Office  are 
the  particulars  of  the  following  law-suits.  On  8th  August,  1623, 
Bartholomew  Gillman,  of  London,  merchant,  "  using  the  trade  of 
m'chandizing  in  the  partes  beyond  the  seas,"  employed  one  Garraway 
as  factor  to  take  goods  to  Turkey,  "  w*^^  he  did  and  shortly  after  died, 
whereupon  his  trustee  Richard  Bishop  took  into  his  hands  not  only 
said  Garroways  but  also  all  the  proceeds  of  the  goods  w^^^  he  disposed 
of  for  s'^  Bartholomew  Gillman  in  Turkey  &  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
s^  Gillman  administrating  as  principal  creditor,  got  Anne  Young  sister 
of  s*^  Garraway  to  administer.  Prays  for  subpoena  against  R^  Bishop, 
John  Young  and  Anne  Young." 
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"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Cha^  I.     GG  41.  N".  52. 

^'^  22  April,  1629.  Orator* — Bartholome'iv  Gihiiaii  of  London, 
merchant  re  an  assurance  policy  Subscribed  by  orator  &  other 
merchants  of  London  for  goods  shipped  by  Sidrake  Williams,  of 
London,  merchant,  in  the  Angell,  of  London,  July  1625." 

"  Chancery  B.  &  A/    GG  2.    N°.  39. 

"25  Oct:  1 64 1.  Bartholomew  Gillman  of  London  merchant  sues 
G.  Smith  &  ots  re  a  bond." 

Bartholomew  Gilman  died  in  Feb.,  1642,  his  will  being  proved  on 
Feb.  18,  1642,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury.  His  wife, 
Alice,  and  six  children — Richard,  Bartholomew,  Elizabeth,  Katherine, 
Hannah  and  Marie — are  mentioned  therein,  all  of  which  names,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  (Marie),  are  to  be  found  in  the  pedigree  of  1 664. 

Richard  Gilman,  his  eldest  and  only  surviving  son,  married 
Hester,  daughter  of  Walter  Fowler,  of  Penford,  in  Staffordshire.  In 
the  "Visitation  of  Staffordshire"  is  given  the  pedigree  of  Fowler  of 
Penford,  certified  by  Walter  Fowler  at  Stone,  8th  April,  1663  \  ^is 
daughter  is  described  therein  as  "  wife  of  Richard  Gilman,  Citizen  of 
London." 

Amongst  the  deeds  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation  of 
St.  Albans  is  an  indenture,  dated  13  Dec,  1658  :  "-  Riehard  Gtlma?i  of 
Penford  co.  Staff,  gent.,  Walter  Fowler  of  Penford  esq.  &  Samuell 
Wightwicke  of  Tunstall  co.  Staff,  gent.,  in  consideration  of  ;^350 
bargain  &  sell  to  John  Okey  of  London  merchant  *  all  those  three 
peeces  of  arrable  land  lying  in  Crowle  coiiionfield  in  the  parish  of 
Crowle  in  the  county  of  Worcester '  containing  34  acres  &  other  lands 
in  Crowle  called  ]\Iill  meadow  and  Lott  meadow  &  Crimnell  Withies, 
all  in  the  tenure  of  s'^  Rich.  Gilman.  \_Signed^  Richard Gilman'[  [seal, 
a  man's  head],  Walter  Fowler  [seal,  on  a  chevron  between  three  lions 
passant,  three  crosses  potent],  Samuell  Wightvvick  [seal,  a  chevron 
between  three  pheons;  crest,  a  demi  .  .  .  holding  in  its  paws  a  pheon." 

*  The  ancient  name  for  petitioner  or  plaintiff  as  now  termed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

t  The  writer  is  indebted  for  the  facsimile  of  this  signature,  given  on  the  following  page, 
to  William  Brigg,  Esq.,  B.A.,  of  Harpenden,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  the  Editor  of  the  "Herts 
Genealogist  and  Antiquary,"  from  which  publication  the  above  particulars  are  taken.  Mr. 
William  Brigg  is  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  Brigg  of  whom  Alice  Brigg,  the  mother  of 
Richard  Gilman,  was  a  member. 


204     The  Gilmans  of  Huntingdon,  Bedford  and  Cambridgeshire. 

How  this  deed  came  amongst  the  St.  Albans  Corporation  deeds, 
or  what  connection  it  has  with  that  town,  is  unknown. 

The  following  is  a  fac-siniile  of  the  signature  on  the  above  deed  : 


Of  the  descendants  of  Richard  Gilman,  of  Penford,  Staffordshire, 
we  hav^e  no  certain  records. 

The  ''Visitation  of  Staffordshire"  in  1664  shows  that  he  had 
three  sons  then  living — Bartholomew,  the  eldest,  then  aged  12  years  ; 
Richard,  the  second,  and  Walter,  the  youngest. 

In  the  year  1686  in  the  Marriage  Licenses  of  the  Bishop  of 
London  there  is  given  a  license  to  "  Bartholomew  Gillman  of  S*. 
Clement  Danes  Middlesex  Gent.  Bachelor  age  about  30  and  Airs. 
Sarah  Evans  of  the  same  Spinster  age  25  and  upwards."  Bartholomew, 
the  son  of  Richard  Gilman,  would  have  been  34  years  of  age  in  1686, 
but  as  the  parties  were  evidently  desirous  of  representing  themselves 
younger  than  they  were,  this  is  probably  the  same  Bartholomew  as 
married  "  Mrs.  Sarah  Evans  Spinster  age  25  and  upwards," 

Cambridge  Gilmans. — A  branch  of  the  St.  Neots'  family  was  to 
be  found  at  the  village  of  Eltisley  (about  four  miles  west  of  St.  Neots, 
Hunts),  in  the  County  of  Cambridgeshire. 

There  are  several  wills  of  this  family  to  be  found  in  the  Peter- 
borough Probate  Court,  made  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries,  commencing  with  Robert  Gyllman,  who  died  in  1561,  who 
may  have  been  the  Robert  Gylmyn,  nephew  of  Thomas  Gylmyn  of 
St.  Neots,  and  mentioned  in  his  will  of  1508,  whose  father  was 
described  as  Robert  Gylmyn  of  Stanground. 

There  is  also  an  earlier  will  of  Anne  Gilman  of  Eltisley,  dated  1545. 

In  the  eighteenth  century  there  were  one  or  two  Gilmans, 
descendants,  no  doubt,  of  this  family,  resident  in  Cambridge  or  the 
neighbourhood,  but  the  family  appear  since  to  have  quite  died  out  in 
these  counties. 
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Chapter  XII. 


The  Gilmans  of  China. 


ANTHONY  GILMAN  was  a  native  of  Baden,  Wiltshire,  and  was 
born  on  the  loth  Oct.,  1734  ;  he  married  Leonora,  daughter  of 
John  Tipper,  whose  wife,  nee  Martha  Faulcon,  was  descended 
from  a  French  refugee  family,  being  a  member  of  the  noble  Norman 
family  of  De  Lys.* 

Anthony  Gilman  died  at  Dunkerque,  Dept.  du  Nord,  France,  on 
14th  Oct.,  1800.  His  wife,  who  was  born  on  19th  Sept.,  1735,  died 
also  at  Dunkerque  on  Sept.  14,  1799. 

They  had  four  children  : 

James,  born  i  April,  1767  ;  died  10  Feb.,  1770. 

Joanna  Leonora,  born   15  Dec,  1768;  died  8  April,   181 1,  at 
Tobago,  West  Indies. 

Gideon  Williams,  born  19  March,  1771  ;  died  31  March,  1816, 
at  Tobago,  West  Indies. 

John,  born  4  March,  1773  ;  christened  at  St.  Peter's,  Cornhill; 
died  23  Nov.,  1853. 

The  above  particulars  are  taken  from  entries  in  a  Family  Bible, 
made  by  John  Gilman,  with  the  exception  of  the  deaths  of  his  parents, 
brother   and    sister  (and   the   date   of  his   own    death),  prior   to   his 

*  Mrs.  Ellis  J.  Gilman,  widow  of  the  late  J\Ir.  Ellis  J.  Gilman,  grandson  of  Anthony 
Gilman,  has  in  her  possession  a  miniature  of  the  17th  century,  by  Pierre  Mignard,  believed  to 
be  a  portrait  of  the  mother  of  Martha  Faulcon  ;  also  a  lady's  "  patch  box"  bearing  a  Fleur  de 
Lys,  the  crest  of  this  family. 
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quitting  France,  in  January,  1793.  This  he  states  in  a  note  therein 
and  says  **  he  never  knew  exactly  how  old  he  was  when  his  parents 
left  England  to  reside  at  Dunkerque,  nor  the  reason  that  induced  his 
father  to  do  so,  but  he  believes  he  was  only  a  few  months  old  "  at  the 
time.* 

A  gradual  transition  in  the  handwriting  in  this  Bible,  from  the 
French  style  to  the  English,  is  noticeable  in  these  entries. 

John  Gilman  married  ]\Iary  Ann  Ellis,  who  died  21  Feb.,  1825, 
aged  49,  and  they  had  the  following  children  : 

William  Anthony,  born  28  April,  1800;  died  7  July,  1870,  at 
Tunbridge  Wells,  of  wliom  directly. 

John  James,  born  2}^  Aug.,  1802,  at  13,  Mincing  Lane,  City 
of  London;  died  at  Margate,  28  April,  1817. 

Amy  Leonora,  born  29  ]\Iay,  1804,  at  13,  Mincing  Lane;  died 

9  May,  1877,  at  Bisham. 

Francis  Ellis,  born  8  Aug.,  1806,  at  the  same  address;  died 
7  May,  1807. 

Mary  Anne,  born  4  Dec,  1807  ;  died  June,  1808. 

Ellis   James,  born    i    June,    1809  ;    died    13   April,    1877,    ^^ 
Torquay,  of  7vho?n  Jiercaftcr. 

Richard  James,  born  at  41,  Lime  Street,  City,  5  June,  181 1  ; 
died  I  March,  1881,  at  Bath,  of  7vhom  presently. 

Francis  Allen,  born  8  Oct.,  1813,  at  the  same  address;  died 

10  Aug.,  1 814. 

Marian  Josephine,  born  25  Oct.,  1815,  at  90,  Minories,  City; 
died  at  Margate,  26  Jan.,  181 8. 

Frances  Adelaide,  born  4  April,  1 8 1 9 ;  died  at  Seaton,  Devon, 
22  Nov.,  1840. 

*  This  Bible  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Ellis  James  Gilman,  of  Sutton  House,  Hawley, 
Dartford,  Kent,  by  whom  the  above  particulars  have  been  kindly  contributed  to  the  author. 
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William  Anthony  Gilman,  the  eldest  son  of  John  Gihnan, 
being  born  on  the  28th  April,  1800,  was  for  45  years  Cashier  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  having  been  Chief  Cashier  for  some  years  of  that 
institution  when  he  retired  and  lived  at  Wray  Farm,  Reigate,  which 
had  been  purchased  by  his  family,  in  the  same  parish  as  his  collateral 
Ancestor,  Anthony  Gilmyn,  lived  and  was  buried  in  1575  in  the  Parish 
Church  thereof  (see  "  Gilmans  of  Surrey,"  Chapter  IV.). 

The  author  has  in  his  possession  several  pencil  notes  by  Mr.  W. 
Anthony  Gilman  about  this  monument,  and  extracts  from  the  Parish 
Registers  of  Reigate,  of  Gylmyn  entries,  which  show  that  he  had 
some  idea  that  there  was  a  connection  between  himself  and  the 
original  Anthony  Gilmyn. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  William  Anthony  Gilman  was  the  last  Chief 
Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  England  who  signed  the  Bank  notes  with  his 
own  hand  ;  afterwards  his  successor's  signature,  Mr.  F.  May,  was 
engraved  on  the  plate  and  printed  on  the  Bank  note. 

He  married  late  in  life,  and  died  without  children  at  Tunbridge 
Wells  on  the  7th  July,  1870. 

Richard  James  Gilman,  of  The  IVIount,  Bishopstoke,  Hants, 
was  born  on  the  5th  June,  181 1.  He  was  the  fifth  son  of  Mr.  John 
Gilman,  a  merchant  in  the  City  of  Eondon.  At  an  early  age  he 
entered  the  of&ce  of  the  Messrs,  Thompson,  Tea  and  Produce  Brokers 
of  Mincing  Eane,  and  eventually  went  out  to  China  as  a  tea  taster  in 
the  firm  of  Dent  k.  Co. 

After  spending  some  years  in  their  service,  Mr.  Gilman  founded 
the  firm  of  Gilman,  Bowman  &  Co.  in  China,  which,  on  Mr.  Bowman's 
retirement,  became  Gilman  &  Co.,  under  which  style  it  exists  at  the 
present  day.  Mr.  Gilman  came  home  from  China  for  good  in  18.55, 
with  a  fortune,  and,  having  married  Mrs.  Charlotte  Eouisa  Young,  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Peter  Young,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Colonial  Surgeon  of  Hong 
Kong,  he  bought  an  estate  in  Hampshire  and  settled  there,  still 
retaining  a  large  share  as  senior  partner  in  his  Eastern  business,  until 
1875,  when  he  finally  retired  from  the  firm. 
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Some  years  previously,  his  wife  having  died,  he  disposed  of  his 
property  at  Bishopstoke  and  made  his  home  with  his  sister.  Miss 
Amy  Leonora  Gilman,  at  Bisham  Grange,  near  Great  Marlow,  on 
the  Thames.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Bath,  where  he  died  in 
March,  i88i. 

There  were  no  children  of  his  marriage. 

Mr.  Gilman  was  not  only  remarkable  for  conspicuous  ability  in 
business,  but  was  also  endowed  with  considerable  literary  talents. 
He  published  in  1877-8  "Plays  and  Poems,"  which  were  favourably 
reviewed.  His  translations  of  some  of  Beranger's  poetry,  which 
appeared  in  a  weekly  paper  under  ]\Ir.  Compton  Reade's  manage- 
ment, were  greatly  admired. 

He  was  a  Governor  of  Christ's  Hospital  and  a  most  generous 
supporter  of  all  kinds  of  charities,  while,  in  private  life,  he  was 
endeared  to  his  family  and  friends  by  the  warmth  of  his  affection  and 
the  nobility  of  his  character. 

He  was  buried  at  Bisham  Church,  Great  Marlow. 

Ellis  James  Gilman,  the  fourth  son  of  John  Gilman,  was  an 
East  India  merchant  at  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  India,  not  so 
very  far  from  where  Edward  Gilman  settled  over  200  years  before 
(see  page  103).  In  1839  he  went  to  Australia,  where  he  married  on 
May  21,  1839,  at  East  Maitland,  New  South  Wales,  Miss  Amelia 
Christiana  Rusden,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  G.  K.  Rusden,  M.A.,  of 
Pembroke  College,  Cambridge,  and  Chaplain  at  East  Maitland. 

They  returned  to  Singapore,  where  they  resided  five  years  and 
four  of  their  children— John,  Anne,  Ellis  and  Richard  James,  were 
born.  In  1846  they  returned  to  Australia  in  a  sailing  vessel,  to  bid 
farewell  to  Mrs.  Gilman's  family,  previous  to  returning  to  England, 
where  Mr.  Ellis  J.  Gilman  settled  and  started  in  London  the  house 
of  Ashton  &  Co.  (now  Gilman  Bros.  &  Co.),  the  London  agents  of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Gilman  &  Co.,  founded  by  his  brother,  Richard 
J.  Gilman,  in  China,  as  already  mentioned.     He  resided  at  Hornsey 
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and  afterwards  in  The  Bolton s,  West  Brompton,  now  known  as  South 
Kensington,  London.  The  London  firm  is  now  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Ellis  J.  Gilman's  two  sons,  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Henry  Edward  Gilman, 
under  the  name  of  Messrs.  Gilman  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  the  China  house 
(Messrs.  Gilman  &  Co.)  by  the  stepson  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Gilman,  Mr.  W. 
Stewart  Young. 

The  crest  borne  by  John  Gilman,  the  father  of  Mr.  Ellis  J. 
Gilman  (as  engraved  on  a  silver  mug  in  1823)  is  a  man's  leg,  booted 
and  spurred,  issuing  out  of  rays  or  flames,  the  foot  in  chief — the  same 
crest  was  confirmed  to  Charles  Gilmyn,  of  Nutfield,  Surrey,  in  the 
Visitation  of  1623  (see  plate  opposite  page  8  and  pedigree  opposite 
page  58).* 

Ellis  James  Gilman  married  Amelia  Christiana,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  G.  K.  Rusden,  M.A.,  on  21  May,  1839,  and  had  the  following 
children  : 

John,  born  i^  March,  1840,  at  Singapore,  of  whom  directly. 

Ellis,  born  2^  June,  1842,  at  ditto,  who  married  February  19, 
1868,  Therese  Hannah  Thol,  and  is  a  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Gilman  Bros.  &  Co.,  London. 

Richard  James,  born  22  Dec,  1843,  at  ditto;  married  Mary 
Mercy  Seaborn  in  1871,  and  is  resident  in  Sydney, 
Australia. 

Francis,  born  28  January,  1845,  at  Macao,  China;  married 
Gertrude  Lena  Oxley  in  1873,  and  is  a  Solicitor  resident 
in  Southampton,  England. 

William  Macdonald,  born  6  Dec,  1847,  at  Holloway,  London; 
married  Helen  Elizabeth  Ainslie  in  1871. 

Henry  Edward,  born  16  July,  1852,  at  Hornsey  Rise,  and  now 
resides  at  Hawley,  Dartford,  Kent,  and  is  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Gilman  Bros.  &  Co.,  London. 

*  As  the  foregoing  particulars  have  only  come  into  the  author's  hand  just  as  this  work  is 
completed,  he  has  not  had  the  opportunity  to  complete  the  connection  of  this  family  with  the 
older  Gilmans. 
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George  Arthur,  born  2  Oct.,  1853,  at  The  Boltons,  South 
Kensington  ;  married  Elizabeth  Emily  Jane  Seaborn  in 
1876. 

Anne,  born  13  June,  1841  ;  died  June,  1854,  at  Paris. 

Amy  Amelia,  born   14  Oct.,   1846,  at  JMaitland,  New  South 

Wales;  she  married  on  Oct.  14,  1868,  the  Rev'.  Sydney 

Parkyns  Macartney. 
Mary   Ann,    born    4    July,    1849;    married    Colonel    Charles 

Rawson  Oxley  in  1873. 
Esther    Georgina,    born    21    Oct.,    1850,    at    Hornsey    Rise; 

married  the  Rev.  Edward  Hale  Gulliver  in  1873. 
Fanny  Anne  Selvvyn,  born   28  May,   1855,  at  The  Boltons, 

South  Kensington. 
Christiana  Louisa,  born  21  Nov.,  1858,  at  ditto. 

Ellis  James  Gilman  died  on  13  April,  1877,  at  Torquay,  and  was 
buried  at  Chudleigh,  Devon.  His  widow  is  still  living,  aged  83,  and 
resides  with  her  son  Henr}^  Edward  and  her  two  unmarried  daughters, 
at  Sutton  House,  Hawley,  Dartford,  Kent. 

The  Rev.  John  Gilman,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Ellis  James  Gilman, 
took  his  B.A.  degree  from  Worcester  College,  Oxford,  in  1872,  and 
M.A.  in  1876  ;  was  ordained  Priest  in  1874,  and  was  appointed  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  1890  to  the  living  of  Snargate  with 
Snave,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent,  of  which  parish  the  celebrated  Rev_ 
Richard  H.  Barham,  author  of  the  "  Ingoldsby  Legends,"  was  rector 
about  the  year  1822.  The  Rev.  John  Gilman  married  on  13th  March, 
1873,  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  Cranley  Gardens,  London,  Emily  Purcell^ 
daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Gulliver,  R.N.,  and  has  six  children  living  : 

Lionel  Ellis,  born  Jan.  7th,  1874. 

Harold  John  Wilde,  born  Feb.  nth,  1876. 

Irene  Beatrice,  born  Nov.  3rd,  1877. 

Dorothy  Maud  Emily,  born  May  7th,  1879. 

Leofric  Hale,  born  Jan.  i8th,  1881. 

Gordon  Edward  Charles  Rowland,  born  June  15th,  1885. 
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Children  of  Ellis  Gilman  and  Theresa  Hannah  Thol  (married  in 
1868)  : 

Ellis  Philip,  born  20  Feb.,  1875. 

James,  born  17  IVIarch,  1879. 

Children   of   Richard  James  Gilman   and   Mary  Mercy  Seaborn 
(married  in  187 1)  : 

Mary  Amelia,  born  i  Oct.,  1872. 

Ellis  Richard,  born  6  Nov.,  1873. 

Hugh  Rusden,  born  20  April,  1875. 

Violet  Leonora  Mercy,  born  14  Dec,  1876. 

Enid  Frances,  born  15  Oct.,  1878. 

Mercy  Irene,  born  3  Feb.,  1884. 

Gordon  Saunderson  Selwyn,  born  15  June,  1886. 

Children  of  Francis  Gilman  and  Gertrude  Lena  Oxley  (married 
in  1873) : 

Walter  Stuart,  born  16  Feb.,  1875. 

Edward  Wilmot  Francis,  born  16  Aug.,  1876. 

Ernest  Charles  Vivien,  born  i8  Aug.,  1881. 

Gertrude  Christine  Gladys,  born  8  Feb.,  1883. 

Mervyn  Andrew  Paton,  born  30  Nov.,  1884. 

Doris  Mary,  born  6  Aug.,  i88g. 

Two  other  children  died  young. 

Children  of  William   Alacdonald   Gilman    and   Helen   Elizabeth 
Ainslie  (married  in  1871)  : 

Francis  William  Evan,  born  13  July,  1873. 
George  Edward,  born  27  Nov.,  1874. 
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Children  of  George  Arthur  Gilman  and  Elizabeth  Emily  Jane 
Seaborn  (married  in  1876)  : 

Lily  Mary  Winifred,  born  15  Sept.,  1878. 

Dora  Phyllis,  born  7  Dec,  1886. 

Four  other  children  died  young. 


Chapter  XIII. 
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TN  the  history  of  the  Norfolk  branch  in  Chapter  IX.  it  is  recorded 
how  Edward  Gilman,  the  grandson  of  Edward  Gilman,  of  Caston, 
his  wife  Mary,  three  sons,  two  daughters  and  three  servants,  left 
Gravesend  on  April  26,  1638,  with  the  Rev.  Robert  Peck,  Rector  of 
Hingham,  and  133  other  parishioners,  in  the  ship  Diligent  of  Ipswich, 
and  arrived  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  10,  1638. 

The  names  of  the  five  children  were  : — 


I. 


II. 


III. 
IV. 

V. 


Mary,  who  was  baptised  at  Hingham,  England,  August  6, 
1615,  and  married  Foulsham,  one  of  the  passengers  on 
board  the  Diligent. 

Edward,  baptised  at  Hingham,  Dec.  26,  161 7.  He  married, 
after  he  came  to  America,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Smith 
of  Ipswich,  U.S.A.,  formerly  of  Shropham,  Norfolk, 
England.  In  1653  he  went  to  England  to  obtain  some 
mill  gearing,  but  never  returned  to  America,  having 
been  drowned  at  sea. 

Sarah,  baptised  at  Hingham. 

Lydia,  married  at  Hingham,  England,  by  Rev.  Robert  Peck, 
Jan.  19,  1645,  to  Daniel  Cushing. 

John,  born  Jan.  10,  1624;  baptised  at  Hingham,  England, 
May  21,  1626;  died  July  24,  1708;  married  June  20, 
1657,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine 
(Shapleigh)  Treworgye.  She  was  born  in  1639  and 
died  September  8,  17 19. 

R 
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Hon.  John  Gilman  came  to  Hingham,  U.S.A.,  with  his  father  in 
1638,  removed  to  Rehoboth  with  him  a  few  years  later,  and  afterwards 
to  Ipswich,  U.S.A.  The  date  of  his  arrival  at  Exeter,  U.S.A.,  is  not 
positively  known,  but  it  was  near  1648.  He  was  at  first  connected 
with  his  brother  Edward  in  the  lumber  and  milling  business,  but  after 
his  brother's  death  the  entire  management  of  the  affairs  devolved  upon 
him,  and  he  became  at  once  a  leading  man  in  the  town.  His  name 
appears  upon  the  records  of  Exeter,  April  27,  1650,  in  connection  with 
a  town  order.  In  November  of  that  year  he,  with  a  number  of  others, 
made  claims  to  shares  in  the  commons.  In  1652  he  was  elected  one  of 
the  Selectmen,  and  held  the  office  for  several  successive  years.  In  1674, 
and  at  other  dates,  the  town  made  him  important  grants  of  land.  When 
New  Hampshire  was  separated  from  Massachusetts  in  1680,  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Councillor,  an  office  which  he  held  for  the  period  of 
three  years.  He  was  also  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  in  1693  was  elected  Speaker.  He  appears  to  have  resided  in 
Exeter  until  his  death  in  1708,  at  the  age  of  84  years.  He  lived  to 
see  his  family  circle  very  greatly  increased,  fourteen  having  been 
added,  by  marriage,  to  the  original  sixteen,  and  the  grandchildren 
and  great-grandchildren  having'  become  remarkably  numerous.  It 
was  to  his  descendants  principally  that  the  town  of  Gilmanton  was 
granted  in  1727,  for  services  rendered  in  defence  of  their  country,  but 
while  they  were  the  proprietors,  they  mostly  continued  to  reside  at 
Exeter. 

VI.  Moses,  baptised  at  Hingham,  England,  March  11,  1630. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Hersie, 
sen.,  but  at  what  time  does  not  appear. 

The  records  of  the  town  of  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  show  that 
on  May  10,  1652,  Mr.  Edward  Gilman  and  his  son  Moses,  and  Edward 
Colcord,  upon  their  request  to  be  townsmen,  were  accepted  to  become 
inhabitants,  '  and  to  come  and  live  amongst  us.'  On  the  8th  of  July 
of  the  same  year  there  was  granted  "unto  M^  Edward  Gilman,  Sen., 
John  Legat,  John  Gilman,  and  Moses  Gilman,  amongst  them  in  general, 
200  acres  of  swamp,  towards  M'".  Stanyan's  meadow  lying  about  a 
brook  that  way,  in  distance  about  two  or  three  miles  from  the  town." 


Tlic  Gilmans  of  America.  215 

In  October,  1664,  a  tract  of  "fifty  acres  on  the  other  side  of  the  great 
cove,"  was  granted  to  Moses  Gilman.  March  30,  1674,  grants  were 
made  to  Mr.  Samuel  Dudley,  Lieut.  John  Gilman,  and  Moses  Gilman, 
of  600  acres  each,  for  farms,  to  be  laid  out  when  they  could  find  it 
convenient,  but  not  within  two  miles  of  the  meeting  house.  Lieut. 
Gilman's  land  was  laid  out  on  the  '  Great  Red  Oak  Hill,'  Mr. 
Dudley's  on  Great  Hill,  and  in  what  is  now  called  Brentwood,  and 
Moses  Gilman's  in  what  is  now  Newmarket,  on  or  near  Lamprey 
river.  Moses  appears  to  have  been  much  favoured  with  grants,  and 
received  others  still,  one  as  late  as  i6g8.  He  was  often  elected  to 
posts  of  trust  in  Exeter,  and  from  1660  to  1693  was  frequently  chosen 
as  Selectman.  In  1694  he  was  succeeded  in  this  office  by  his  son 
Moses,  jun.  He  took  an  active  and  somewhat  leading  part  in  town 
affairs,  and  held  various  other  town  offices.  He  was  too  fond  of  the 
law  for  his  own  or  neighbours'  comfort,  as  appears  from  the  ancient 
records.  He  lived,  according  to  tradition,  twenty  or  thirty  rods  north- 
westerly from  the  residence  of  Captain  Furnald,  and  was  buried  not 
far  from  his  house,  within  the  present  limits  of  the  road  to  Newmarket. 
His  will,  dated  January  12,  1691,  was  witnessed  by  William  Gilman, 
Cartee  Gilman  and  John  Clark.  He  is  supposed  to  have  died  in  1702, 
for  the  will  was  proved  August  6th  of  that  year.  His  family  consisted 
of  Moses,  who  died  in  1747,  having  had  two  wives  :  first,  Anne,  and 
second,  Elizabeth;  Captain  Jerjemiah,  born  August  31,  1660,  .and 
married  Mary  Wiggin  ;  James,  born  May  31,  1665,  who  married  and 
had  a  large  family;  Captain  John,  born  June  7,  1668,  married,  and  died 
about  1753,  leaving  a  family;  David  ;  Joshua,  who  married,  November 
10,  1702,  Mariah  Hersey,  and  died  January  26,  17 18, — he  was  a  Repre- 
sentative, lived  at  Hampton,  and  had  a  family ;  Caleb,  who  married 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Folsom,  and  was  living 
P'ebruary  14,  1732  ;  Elizabeth,  born  April  19,  1663,  and  married  Byley 
Dudley  ;  Judith,  who  married  Thomas  Lyford,  who  died  in  1727  ;  and 
Mary,  who  married  Cornelius  Connor.  Various  deeds  are  recorded 
upon  the  Registers  at  Exeter,  made  by  members  of  this  family. 
Among  them  are  one  from  *  Elizabeth  widow  of  Moses '  to  her  son 
James,  dated  March  25,  17 14;  one  from  her  to  her  son  Caleb,  of  a 
saw-mill,  dated   June    11,    17 12,  in   which   her   daughters — Elizabeth 
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Dudley,  Mary  Connor  and  Judith  Lyford — are  mentioned  ;  and  another 
from  her  to  her  son  John,  dated  April  20,  17 14. 

Moses  Gilman  had  a  large  number  of  descendants,  many  of  whom 
now  reside  at  Newmarket,  U.S.A.,  and  others  of  whom  are  living  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.  Edward  Gilman  had  four  other 
sons,  who  died  young  and  unmarried. 

The  Gilmans  in  America  are  mostly  descended  from  the  Hon. 
John  Gilman,  second  son  of  Edward  Gilman. 

Solomon  Lincoln,  jun.,  in  his  "  History  of  Hingham,  Massachu- 
setts," in  1827,  says  : — "  Edward  Gilman's  descendants  are  as  numerous 
as  the  sand  on  the  seashore.  There  is  hardly  a  State  in  the  Union 
where  they  may  not  be  found.  The  family  have  been  in  civil  office 
from  the  time  our  colony  became  a  royal  province  to  the  present  time. 
John  Gilman  was  one  of  the  first  Counsellors  named  in  President 
Cutts'  commission,  and  died  in  1708.  Colonel  Peter  Gilman  was 
one  of  the  royal  Counsellors  in  1772.  Hon.  Nicholas  Gilman  was 
Counsellor  in  1777  and  1778.  Hon.  John  Gilman  in  1787 — while  the 
present  venerable  John  Taylor  Gilman  was  fourteen  years,  eleven 
in  succession,  our  highly  respected  Chief  Magistrate.  His  brother 
Nicholas  Gilman  was  a  IMember  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  Congress  eight  years,  and  in  the  National  Senate  nine  years, 
and  another  brother,  the  present  Nathaniel  Gilman,  a  State  Senator 
and  State  Treasurer  for  many  years.  Our  ecclesiastical  annals  have, 
also,  Rev.  Nicholas  Gilman,  Harvard  College,  1724  ;  and  Rev.  Tristram 
Gilman,  Harvard  College,  1757,  both  respected  clergymen  and  useful 
men." 

These  words  are  quoted  in  substance  from  Mr.  Lincoln's  work. 
If  he  had  written  sixty  years  later  he  would  have  found  the  family 
still  more  numerous,  and  many  additions  would  have  been  made  to  his 
list  of  prominent  men  bearing  the  Gilman  name. 

The  family  of  Gilman  is  not  one  furnishing  a  few  brilliant 
exceptions  to  a  long  list  of  common-place  names.  Its  members 
appear  generally  to  have  been  remarkable  for  the  quiet  home  virtues, 
and  rather  to  have  desired  to  be  good  citizens  than  men  of  great 
name.    To  an  eminent  degree  they  appear  to  have  obtained  the  esteem 
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and  respect  of  those  nearest  to  them  for  sound  judgment  and  sterling 
traits  of  character.  Thus  in  the  towns  in  which  they  have  dwelt  their 
reputation  is  high. 

How  true  this  remark  is  of  William  Charles  Oilman,  of  New 
York  City  ;  of  Rev.  Samuel  Gilman,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  ;  of 
Governor  John  Taylor  Gilman,  and  Joseph  Taylor  Gilman,  of  Exeter; 
of  Judge  Joseph  Gilman,  and  Benjamin  Ives  Gilman,  of  Marietta, 
Ohio,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  and  of  many  more,  those  who 
knew  them  in  their  lives  can  best  tell.  They  were  men  of  firm 
principle,  of  great  determination,  of  enterprise,  and  of  a  strong  sense 
of  duty.  Truly  their  memory  is  blessed  !  In  the  pages  that  follow  no 
attempt  is  made  to  flatter,  but  if  Solomon  was  right  when  he  said  "  the 
glory  of  children  are  their  Fathers,"  the  Gilmans  of  this  generation 
have  glory  enough. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  Councillor  Gilman,  who  was  born  in 
Hingham,  England,  in  1624,  and  settled  in  Exeter,  N.H.,  about  1648, 
the  political,  ecclesiastical,  social,  and  financial  history  of  New  Hamp- 
shire was  more  influenced  by  the  Gilman  family  than  by  any  other,  for 
a  century  and  a  half  at  least. 

Other  names,  like  that  of  Wentworth,  were  more  prominent  for  a 
time  ;  men  like  Waldron,  the  Weares,  Stark,  Langdon,  Sullivan  and 
Scammel,  performed  more  conspicuous  services,  or  underwent  more 
extraordinary  trials  ;  but  the  sturdy  phalanx  of  Gilmans  did  more  to 
keep  up  the  steady  course  of  the  Colony,  the  Province,  and  the  State 
(in  America),  certainly  till  18 15,  than  any  two  or  three  other  families 
together. 

The  race  of  Richard  Waldron,  whom  the  Indians  hacked  to  pieces 
at  Dover,  degenerated  ;  the  race  of  the  Wentworths,  after  governing 
the  Province  for  nearly  fifty  years,  divided  at  the  Revolution,  and  lost 
its  prestige  in  the  new  State  ;  the  stout  farmer  family  of  the  Weares 
of  Hampton  Falls  died  out  ;  but  the  Gilmans,  though  for  more  than 
a  century  seldom  in  the  highest  places,  came  gradually  to  the  control 
of  affairs,  which  they  managed  with  energy,  good  sense,  and  a  business 
talent  that  was  indispensable,  from  1775  till  181 6,  when  Governor 
Gilman  retired  from  public  life. 
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During  that  period,  old  Col.  Nicholas  Gilman  was  State  Treasurer 
for  eight  years ;  his  son,  John  Taylor  Gilman,  for  nine  years  ;  another 
son.  Col.  Nat.  Gilman,  for  eight  years ;  another  son,  Capt.  Nicholas 
Gilman,  was  a  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress  two  years,  of  the 
Convention  of  1787,  of  the  first  four  Federal  Congresses,  and  of  the 
United  States  Senate  for  six  years  ;  making  a  term  of  Congressional 
service  of  seventeen  years. 

John  Taylor  Gilman  was  Governor  of  the  State  from  1794  till 
1805,  and  again  from  1813  to  181 6,  a  longer  period  than  any  man  ever 
held  the  office  ;  he  was  also  the  predecessor  of  his  brother  Nicholas 
in  the  Continental  Congress,  from  1781  to  1783,  and  for  two  years, 
1 789- 1 79 1,  a  Commissioner  under  AVashington  to  settle  the  war 
accounts  of  the  States,  which  were  assumed  by  the  National  Govern- 
ment, in  1790,  in  the  manner  so  pleasantly  related  by  James  Parton 
in  the  September  'Atlantic'  (1869). 

Another  useful  officer  in  the  Revolution  was  Joseph  Gilman,  first 
cousin  of  Old  Colonel  Nicholas,  and  son  of  Whitefield's  dear  friend, 
Rev.  Nicholas  Gilman,  of  Durham.  Joseph  Gilman  was  a  merchant 
and  a  man  of  wealth  ;  a  Member  of  the  New  Hampshire  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  for  some  time  chairman  of  it.  In  the  darkest  period 
of  the  year  of  Independence,  just  before  Washington's  victories  at 
Trenton  and  Princeton  changed  the  gloomy  aspect  of  affairs,  Sam 
Adams  went  from  Boston  to  Exeter — the  home  of  the  Gilmans — to 
consult  Joseph  Gilman  about  ways  and  means  to  support  the  army. 
Mr.  Gilman  happened  to  be  absent,  and  his  wife  attempted  to  engage 
Mr.  Adams  in  conversation.  His  downcast  looks  and  absent  manner 
checked  all  her  effi^rts ;  presently  he  rose  from  his  chair,  paced  the 
room,  and  with  tears  and  groans  exclaimed,  "  O  my  God,  must  we 
give  it  up  r"  After  the  war  Joseph  Gilman  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
became  judge  of  the  North-west  Territory  under  Washington. 

It  is  from  John,  the  New  Hampshire  Councillor  of  1680,  that  most 
of  the  famous  Gilmans  are  descended. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Shapleigh,  daughter  of  an  English  merchant 
who  was  agent  for  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  was  the  father  of  sixteen 
children,  born  at  Exeter  between  1658  and  1684.    Ten  of  these  married 
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and  had  families;  one  of  them,  Judge  Nicholas  Gilman  (1672  — 1741), 
left  an  estate  of  ;^34,ooo,  and  a  '  genealogy  in  the  parlor '  valued  at 
100  shillings,  which  Mr.  Arthiir  Gilman  (of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.S.A.), 
though  one  of  his  descendants,  regrets  he  has  never  been  able  to  find. 

Another  son  and  namesake  of  Councillor  John  Gilman  was  one  of 
the  twenty-four  Gilmans  who,  in  1727,  received  a  grant  of  the  town  of 
Gilmanton,  which  they  named.  Among  these  twenty-four  we  find  one 
judge,  two  colonels,  two  doctors,  one  reverend,  one  major,  one  captain, 
and  one  lieutenant — titles  which  serve  to  indicate  the  social  standing 
of  the  Exeter  Gilmans  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

The  *  reverend '  was  Nicholas  Gilman,  second  of  that  name,  who 
lived  from  1707  to  1748,  and  who  married  into  the  family  of  Thing  or 
Tyng,  from  which  the  doctors  of  divinity  of  that  name  are  descended. 
Nicholas  Gilman  was  a  scholar  and  a  spiritually-minded  minister ; 
he  went  to  the  Newburyport  Latin  School  at  eight  years  old,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  at  seventeen,  in  1724.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  took  his  master's  degree  at  Cambridg'e,  and  thereupon  gave 
the  customary  address  in  Latin — his  subject  being,  "  Whether  the 
essential  dignity  of  Christ  is  the  basis  and  foundation  of  religious 
worship."  Of  course  he  maintained  the  affirmative ;  being,  it  is  very 
evident,  an  affirming'  rather  than  a  denying  Christian. 

He  began  to  preach  at  the  same  age,  was  married  at  twenty-three, 
and  after  preaching  in  various  places,  was  settled  at  Durham,  near 
Exeter,  in  1742.  His  diary  and  papers  now  have  great  value  and 
throw  much  light  on  the  way  of  life  among  clergy  and  people  at  that 
period.  We  learn  that,  in  his  junior  year  at  Cambridge,  1723,  "being 
grievously  exercised  with  the  head-ache,  I  cut  off  my  hair ;  "  three 
years  after  he  was  '  exercised  with  the  mumps ' — indeed,  he  seems  to 
have  been  '  faint  and  failing  in  health,'  as  he  records  in  another  place. 

When  he  was  settled  at  Durham,  he  made  out  what  he  calls  a 
*  Carnal  Scheme,'  that  is,  a  list  of  what  he  was  to  receive  for  salary,  in 
which  we  find  500  pounds  of  pork,  600  of  beef,  30  of  candles,  10 
bushels  of  wheat,  15  of  winter  rye,  30  of  Indian  corn,  20  of  winter 
apples,  5  of  turnips,  and  three  only  of  potatoes,  which  were  a  great 
luxury  in  1742. 
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He  also  stipulated  "for  40  cords  of  wood,  10  barrels  of  'cyder,' 
10  bushels  of  malt  for  beer,  blank  gallons  of  rum  or  wine,  20  gallons 
of  molasses  and  sugar,  1-2  a  hund'd,  such  as  may  now  be  had  by 
the  cwt.  for  £\'].  los.  per  cwt.,"  a  pretty  good  price,  even  in  the 
depreciated  bills  of  credit  of  that  period.  In  ready  money  he  was  to 
have  ;^iio  the  first  year,  and  then  ^10  more  each  year  till  it  reached 
^150 — with  more  if  money  should  depreciate  more,  and  less  if  it  rose 
in  value.  Such  were  the  means  of  living  for  a  New  Hampshire 
minister  in  1742. 

The  blood  of  the  Gilmans,  in  the  course  of  two  centuries  and  a 
half,  has  become  mingled  with  that  of  hundreds  of  other  families 
besides  that  of  the  martyr,  John  Rogers ;  with  the  Wentworths,  the 
Folsoms,  the  Emerys,  of  New  Hampshire ;  the  Robbinses,  Hales, 
Lorings,  Phillipses  and  Howards,  of  jNIassachusetts ;  the  Ives  family 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  many  more. 

The  Gilman  name  is  now  scattered  over  the  whole  country  and 
represented  by  conspicuous  persons  in  Maine,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  many  other  States.  But  its  chief  home  is  still  New  Hampshire, 
particularly  in  Rockingham  County.  In  the  catalogue  of  Phillips' 
Exeter  Academy  there  are  fifty-eight  Gilmans,  more  than  any  other 
name,  except  Smith,  which  has  seventy-two  representatives. 

Gilmanton  deserves  notice  from  its  name.  It  lies  in  the  romantic 
region  about  Lake  Winnepesaukee.  Its  charter,  executed  May  20, 
1727,  by  His  Majesty's  Colonial  Governor,  John  Wentworth,  was 
granted  as  compensation  for  services  rendered  in  defence  of  the 
country.  It  was  originally  called  Gilmantown.  One  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  charter  was  that  a  meeting-house  should  be  built  for  the 
public  worship  of  God,  within  the  term  of  four  years,  and  another 
that  a  proprietor's  share  should  be  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  a  school 
in  the  town. 

Twenty-four  of  the  grantees  were  named  Gilman,  and  the  writer 
has  attempted  to  identify  them,  but  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  same 
Christian  name  in  different  families  renders  it  difficult  to  decide  in 
some  cases. 
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Proprietors  of  Gilmanton. 
Exeter  Branch. 

Judge  Nicholas  Gilman, aged  55  years. 

Major  John  Gilman, 

Col.  Peter  Gilman, 

Col.  Daniel  Gilman, 

Rev.  Nicholas  Gilman, 

Nicholas  Gilman,  3d, 

Samuel  Gilman, 

Nathaniel  Gilman, 

Dr.  Josiah  Gilman, 

John  Gilman,  Jr., 

Samuel  Gilman,  3d, 

Lieutenant  John  Gilman,        .     .     ."    . 

Trueworthy  Gilman, 

Nathaniel  Gilman,  Jr., 

Dr.  Robert  Gilman, 


51 
24 
25 
20 

5 
29 

17 

28 

7 

13 

1  year. 
17  years. 


Gibnanton  Branch. 

Edward  Gilman, aged  79  years. 

Edward  Gilman,  Jr., >>       52        „ 

Jonathan  Gilman, aged  about  14       ,, 

Newjuarkei  Branch. 

Andrew  Gilman, aged  37  years. 

Thomas  Gilman, aged  about  30 

Jeremiah  Gilman, „  ,,       30 

Caleb  Gilman, „  ,,        60 

1/ Nehemiah  Gilman, aged  27 

Captain  John  Gilman, „      59 

The  Selectmen  mentioned  in  the  charter  were  Major  John  Gilman, 
Capt.  John  Gilman,  and  Bartholomy  Thing.*  The  first  settlement  was 
not  made  until  1761,  the  delay  having  been  caused  by  troubles  with 
the  Indians. 


*  This  name  has  been  changed  in  time  until  it  now  is  borne  as  Tyng  by  a  large  family  in  the 
United  States. 
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The  first  Gilman  who  settled  in  the  town  was  Samuel,  of  Brent- 
wood, who  arrived  in  1762,  and  his  was  the  fifth  family. 

In  1765  Nicholas  Gilman  arrived  from  the  same  town.  In  1766 
Winthrop  Gilman  also  came  from  Brentwood.  In  1767  John  Gilman 
came  from  Exeter.  There  were  then  forty-five  families  in  town. 
There  were  250  souls:  139  males  and  iii  females.  None  were  over 
sixty  years  of  age.  During  the  time  since  the  charter  was  given.  Dr. 
Josiah  Gilman  had  been  Clerk  of  the  Proprietors  for  twenty-six  years, 
and  Major  John  Gilman  had  held  the  office  of  Treasurer,  while  the 
family  name  occurred  at  least  once  in  the  list  of  Selectmen,  almost 
every  year. 

The  inhabitants  had  now  become  sufficiently  numerous  to  hold 
Town  Meetings,  and  the  first  was  held  July  31,  1766.  Somersby 
Gilman  was  chosen  Moderator.  The  town  contained,  in  1775,  405 
males,  357  females,  four  negroes  and  slaves,  and  had  12  men  in  the 
army.     These  men  were  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

The  following  interesting  document  was  signed  by  a  number  of 
Gilmans,  August  28,  1776.     It  is  called 

"Association  Test  Paper. 
"  We,  the  subscribers  do  hereby  solemnly  engage  and  promise 
that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and 
fortunes,   with   arms  oppose  the  hostile   proceedings  of  the  British 
Fleets  and  Armies  against  the  United  Colonies." 

Joshua  Gilman,  Somersby  Gilman, 

Samuel  Gilman,  Winthrop  Gilman, 

Jonathan  Gilman,  Eliphalet  Gilman, 

Jotham  Gilman,  Joshua  Gilman,  Jr., 

John  Gilman,  Edward  Gilman, 

Benjamin  Gilman,  Jonathan  Gilman,  Jr., 

Peter  Gilman,  Antipas  Gilman, 
and  one  hundred  and  one  others. 

Gilmanton  has  had  excellent  advantages  for  education.  Steps 
were  taken  at  an  early  period  in  this  direction,  and  besides  many 
schools,  it  has  had  an  academy  and  theological  seminary  of  great 
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usefulness.  The  Hon.  John  Phillips,  who  gave  $15,000,  and  two- 
thirds  of  his  estate  besides,  to  the  Exeter  Academy,  was  a  benefactor 
of  Gilmanton. 

There  have  also  been  churches  and  clergymen  of  various  denomi- 
nations in  the  town  since  1763,  when  ;^5oo  were  voted  by  the 
Proprietors  for  the  pay  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  a  committee, 
including  Samuel  Gilman,  jun.,  and  John  Gilman,  was  appointed  to 
carry  out  the  vote. 

Gilmanton  is  situated  sixteen  miles  from  Concord,  forty-five  from 
Portsmouth,  and  eighty  from  Boston. 

A  complete  account  of  the  town  will  be  found  in  "  The  History  of 
Gilmanton,"  by  Rev.  Daniel  Lancaster,  published  there  by  Alfred 
Prescott  in  1845. 

It  would  be  impossible  in  the  limits  of  this  work  to  give 
particulars  of  all  the  Gilmans,  the  descendants  of  the  first  Edward 
Gilman  who  founded  the  American  branch.  They  are  to  be  found 
in  Arthur  Gilman's  work.  The  Gilman  family,  traced  in  the  line  of 
the  Hon.  John  Gilman  of  Exeter,  from  which  the  writer  has  selected 
the  following  three  descents  of  families  as  typical  examples,  and  for 
the  remainder,  numbering  nearly  300,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Arthur 
Gilman's  work,  published*  by  Joel  Munsel,  at  Albany,  New  York,  in 
1869. 

The  Hon.  John  Gilman,  of  whom  particulars  have  already  been     ji-iii 
given,  died  in  1708,  having  had  sixteen  children,  amongst  them  two 
sons : 

Nicholas,  born  December  26,  1672;  died  1741;  married, 
June  10,  1697,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Elizabeth  Clark  of  Newbury.     Of  whom  presently. 

John,  born  January  19,  1676-7;  died  between  1738  and 
1742.     Of  whom  hereafter.     (See  page  2t,t,.) 

Nicholas  Gilman  was  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  a  farmer, 
merchant,  and  man  of  much  property.  His  estate  was  valued  at 
;£33>93i-  7s.  lod.  The  inventory  mentions  "one  negro  man  named 
Tom,"  valued  at  ;^26o,  "one  malater  woman  named  Jenu,  and  her 
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child,"  valued  at  £2^0,  and  "The  Genealogy  in  the  parlor,"  valued  at 
100  shillings.  How  happy  would  Arthur  Gilman  have  been  to  have 
found  the  old  Genealogy,  and  how  many  interesting  items  it  might 
have  given  us!  Mrs.  Gilman  was  born  June  17,  1678,  and  died 
August  25,  1 74 1.  Nicholas  probably  received  his  name  from  his 
uncle,  Nicholas  Shapleigh.  He  had  ten  children,  of  whom  we  notice 
two  sons  : 

Daniel,  born  January  28,  1702  ;  died  in  church  of  apoplexy, 
October  15,  1780,  of  whom  presently. 

Nicholas,  born  January  18,  1707-8;  died  April  13,  1748,  of 
whom  hereafter.     (See  page  240.) 

Daniel  Gilman  married,  first,  September  2,  1724,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Robert  Lord  of  Ipswich.  She  died  March  22^  1736,  and  he  married 
September  2^^  1736,  Abigail  Sayer.  He  was  a  Colonel.  In  his  will, 
dated  December  i,  1779,  with  a  codicil,  dated  May  16,  1780,  he  gave 
the  use  of  his  *  vSilver  Tankard '  to  "  the  church  of  Christ  in  Exeter 
whereof  the  Rev'*  Daniel  Rogers  is  pastor."  This  Daniel  Rogers 
was  a  descendant  of  the  Smithfield  martyr.  Daniel  Gilman  had  eleven 
children,  amongst  them  a  son  : 

Nicholas,  born  Oct.  21,  1731  ;  died  April  7,  1783  ;  married 
Dec.  21,  1752,  Ann,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Taylor  of 
Milton,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Rogers,  a  descendant  of  the  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth. 

Nicholas  Gilman  was  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
from  1775  to  1782,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son.  He 
was  also  Continental  Loan  Officer,  one  of  the  chief  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  Councillor  of  the  State  from  1777  to  the 
day  of  his  death. 

Nicholas  Gilman  was  a  most  active  and  accomplished  man  of 
business,  and  a  leading  spirit  in  political  affairs.  He  was  very  highly 
esteemed  by  Governor  Wentworth,  a  loyalist,  for  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  performed  the  duties  of  his  important  civil  and  military 
appointments.  The  Governor  declared  that  when  the  rebellion  (as  he 
called  the  Revolution)  was  put  down,  he  would  take  care  that  Col. 
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Oilman  should  be  spared.  Mr.  Gilman's  relation  to  the  financial 
affairs  of  New  Hampshire  is  said  to  have  been  much  as  that  of  Robert 
Morris  to  those  of  the  nation,  and  he  managed  them  with  the  same 
prudence  and  skill.  He  furnished  the  drams  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  it  is  said  ;  and  it  is  certain  that,  with 
the  aid  of  his  able  sons  and  numerous  friends,  he  afforded  a  most  firm 
and  welcome  support  to  the  patriotic  cause,  when  but  for  such  a 
powerful  influence  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Province,  the  friends  and 
connections  of  Governor  Wentworth  would  probably  have  overawed 
all  organised  opposition  to  the  British  Government. 

Nicholas  Gilman  had  by  his  wife  Ann  eight  children,  of  whom  we 
shall  give  the  lives  of  three  sons  :  John  Taylor,  the  eldest  ;  Nicholas, 
the  second ;  and  Nathaniel,  the  fourth ;  the  third  son  having  died  in 
infancy. 

John  Taylor  Gilman,  born  December  19,  1753  ;  died  August  31, 
1828  ;  married,  //rsf,  Deborah,  daughter  of  General  Nathaniel  Folsom, 
who  was  born  in  1753,  and  died  February  20,  1791  ;  second,  Mrs.  Mary 
Adams,  who  was  born  in  1751 ;  died  October  15,  1812;  third,  Charlotte 
Hamilton. 

John  Taylor  Gilman  was  brought  up  with  no  more  education 
than  the  common  schools  of  New  England  afforded  at  the  time.  He 
followed  the  pursuit  of  ship  building  in  connection  with  navigation, 
trade  and  agriculture. 

One  of  his  first  steps,  as  he  came  upon  the  stage  of  manhood,  -was 
to  march  with  all  the  alacrity  of  a  youthful  volunteer,  on  the  exciting 
news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  April  20,  1775.  The  news  came  to 
Exeter  at  daybreak;  the  company  slept  that  night  at  Andover,  and 
encamped  the  next  noon  on  Cambridge  Common,  near  the  spot  on 
which  General  Washington  stood  when  he  took  command  of  the 
Federal  forces  on  the  2nd  of  July  following. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  brought  by  express  to 
Exeter  in  July,  1776.  It  was  read  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  to  an 
assemblage  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  listened  with  unutterable 
emotion,  Mr.  Gilman's  own  mind  being  at  one  moment  so  transported 
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with  the  feelings  inspired  by  the  great  event  as  to  render  him  for  a 
little  time  incapable  of  proceeding  with  the  reading.* 

Mr.  Gil  man  afterwards  acted  as  Commissary  in  supplying  the 
three  regiments  furnished  by  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  though  he 
was  principally  employed  in  his  duties  as  assistant  to  his  father,  who 
was  the  Colonel  of  a  regiment  at  Cambridge. 

In  1779  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  Hampshire  Legis- 
lature, and  in  1780  was  chosen  from  that  body  to  serve  upon  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  which  continued  in  session  during  the  Revolution, 
and  of  which  Hon.  Joseph  Gilman  was  Chairman.  The  years  1779 
and  1780  are  remembered  still  by  some  as  the  '  dark  days.'  The  crops 
of  the  farmers  had  been  unfavorable,  and  distress  and  destitution 
pervaded  the  army.  No  department  possessed  money  or  credit. 
Everything  looked  discouraging.  In  this  state  of  affairs  a  Convention 
of  delegates  from  the  New  England  States  and  New  York  was  called 
to  assemble  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Gilman  was  the  sole 
delegate  from  New  Hampshire  on  this  occasion  and  his  services  met  the 
approbation  of  the  body  which  he  represented.  He  made  his  journey 
on  horseback  and  was  gone  six  weeks.  There  was  not  money  enough 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  time  to  bear  the  expenses  of  this  trip. 

Mr.  Gilman  was  elected  to  the  first  Federal  Congress  as  a 
successor  to  General  Sullivan  in  1781,  and  was  re-elected  the  succeed- 
ing year.  In  1782  he  was  the  youngest  man  in  Congress,  and  had  the 
honour  of  speaking  the  voice  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  memorable 
declaration  that  they  would  conclude  no  peace;  but  prosecute  the  war 
with  vigour  until,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  a  peace  could  be  honourably 
and  satisfactorily  accomplished.  He  also  took  a  strong  stand  in 
favour  of  maintaining  our  boundaries  and  fisheries  to  their  utmost 
extent. 

Immediately  after  the  reception  of  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace,  he  was  recalled  to  his  home  by  the  death  of  his  beloved  and 
tenderly  lamented  father,  which  occurred  April  7,  1783,  and  in  the 
month  of  June  following  he  was  chosen  his  successor  as  Treasurer  of 

*  "History  of  New  Hampshire,"  by  John  M.  Whiton,  Concord,  1834. 
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the  State.  In  this  responsible  office  he  was  continued,  by  successive 
re-elections,  until  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  three  Commissioners 
to  settle  the  war  accounts  of  the  several  States.  His  duties,  in 
conjunction  with  General  Irvine  and  Mr.  Baldwin  of  Georgia,  were 
very  laborious.  Ill-health  at  one  time  induced  him  to  tender  his 
resignation,  but  he  was  persuaded  by  General  Washington  to  continue 
his  labours  for  a  while  longer.  On  his  final  resignation  he  was 
re-chosen  Treasurer,  which  office  he  held  until  he  was  called  to  assume 
that  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  new  Constitution  established,  or  rather  restored,  the  office  of 
Governor,  and  President  Bartlett,  who  held  office  under  the  former 
system,  was  elected  to  the  same  position  the  first  year.  His  health 
however,  failed,  and  he  joined  in  the  general  desire  for  Mr.  Gilman, 
who  was  accordingly  elected  by  a  proportion  of  four-fifths  of  the  votes. 
He  was  the  first  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  to  exercise  the  veto 
power.  He  was  always  a  constant  and  cordial  supporter  of  the  policy 
of  President  Washington,  and  of  the  measures  of  his  administration. 
He  seconded  by  his  official  influence  the  system  begun  by  the  general 
government  for  the  defence  of  our  exposed  seaboard.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  necessity  of  properly  securing  and 
strengthening  the  harbour  of  Portsmouth,  and  attached  great  import- 
ance to  the  efficient  discipline  and  re-organization  of  the  militia. 

The  defenceless  condition  of  Portsmouth,  with  several  United 
States  ships  and  much  property  in  her  port,  called  forth  the  energies 
and  resources  of  the  Governor,  but  he  always  found  means  to  answer 
satisfactorily  to  their  calls  and  provide  for  their  protection. 

The  celebrated  Hartford  Convention  assembled  December  15, 
1 8 14,  and  though  Governor  Gilman  entertained  a  uniform  and 
expressed  belief  in  the  purity  of  intention  of  its  distinguished 
projectors,  he  declined  to  send  delegates  to  it,  to  consult  his  Council 
about  it,  or  to  convoke  the  Legislature  without  the  advice  of  the 
Council.  His  private  opinions  were  opposed  to  war,  but  when  it  was 
brought  upon  the  nation,  the  spirit  of  1776  was  aroused  in  him  and 
he  marked  out  and  pursued  his  own  course  faithfully  to  the  end. 
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Upon  his  re-election  the  third  year  of  his  second  period  of 
office,  Governor  Gilman  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  from  the 
Legislature  gratifying  expressions  of  favourable  regard  and  of  appro- 
bation for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office.  This  was  the  last  term  of  his  official  life.  He  had  been 
eleven  years  successively  elected  Governor,  and  afterwards  three, 
making  a  term  of  office  longer  than  that  of  any  of  his  predecessors 
or  successors. 

The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  in  that  retirement  which  his  many 
public  duties  and  long  years  of  official  life  had  not  made  uncongenial 
to  him,  in  the  rural  occupations  which  he  loved,  and  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  social  relations.  Thus  he  enjoyed  the  remnant  of  his  life,  rich 
in  the  memories  of  the  past.  He  loved  to  dwell  upon  the  days  of 
Washington,  "  when  New  Hampshire  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
her  sister  New  England  States  in  support  of  his  august  and  beneficent 
administration." 

In  the  faith  of  a  true  Christian,  Governor  John  Taylor  Gilman 
was  gathered  to  his  fathers  on  the  31st  day  of  August,  1828.  From 
him  no  male  descendant  now  bears  the  honoured  name,  but  many 
years  will  roll  away  ere  his  name  shall  be  forgotten  in  Exeter,  or 
cease  to  be  pronounced  with  respect  and  honour  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire.* 

The  second  son  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  the  Treasurer  of  New 
Hampshire  from  1775  to  1782,  was  Nicholas,  born  August  3,  1755  ; 
died  May  2,  18 14.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  public  affairs  of 
his  State  and  of  the  United  States.  He  entered  the  army  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  as  Adjutant  of  Colonel  Alexander  Scammell's 
regiment  of  the  New  Hampshire  line,  and  served  with  distinction 
until  the  suspension  of  hostilities.  In  1778  he  was  promoted  to  a 
captaincy,  and  when  Col.  Scammell  was  made  Adjutant  General, 
Capt.  Gilman  was  appointed  assistant  in  that  department.  He  was 
for  some  time  a  member  of  General  Washington's  military  family,  and 
was  employed  by  him  as  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  to  take  account 

*  The  above  is  derived  from  an  address  delivered  by  Hon.  Charles  S.  Da-\-ies,  of  Portland, 
Maine,  before  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
Governor  Gilman's  birth,  at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire. 
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of  the  prisoners  captured  upon  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at 
Yorktown. 

A  copy  of  this  account,  in  the  handwriting  of  Hon.  Nicholas 
Gilman,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  John  Taylor  Gilman  of 
Portland,  Me.  Dr.  Gilman  also  owns  the  commission  of  Nicholas 
Gilman,  as  Captain  in  the  Regular  Army,  which  bears  the  autographs 
of  Thomas  McKean,  as  President  of  Congress,  and  of  Joseph  Carleton, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War.  The  same  gentleman  also  owns  the 
commission  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  as  Adjutant,  bearing  the  well-known 
autograph  of  John  Hancock.  He  has  also  a  letter  from  Alexander 
Hamilton,  franked  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  regretting  the  resignation  of 
Hon.  Nicholas  Gilman  as  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Gilman  was  a  delegate  from  his  native  State  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  from  1786  to  1788.  He  represented  New  Hampshire 
also  in  the  Convention  which  met  at  Philadelphia  in  1787  to  frame 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States.  The  Committee  reported  the 
present  Constitution  the  seventeenth  of  September,  and  it  was  signed 
by  the  members  of  the  Convention.  The  next  day  Mr.  Gilman  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  Hon.  Joseph  Gilman  : — 

"Philadelphia,  September  18,  1787. 
"  Dear  Sir  : 

"  The  important  business  of  the  Convention  being  closed, 
the  Secretary  set  off  this  morning  to  present  Congress  with  a  report 
of  their  proceedings,  which  I  hope  will  come  before  the  States  in  the 
manner  directed  ;  but  as  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before 
that  can  take  place,  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  transmit  the  enclosed 
papers  for  your  private  satisfaction,  forbearing  all  comments  on  the 
plan  but  that  it  is  the  best  that  could  meet  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  the  States  in  Convention ; — it  was  done  by  bargain  and  compromise 
— yet,  notwithstanding  its  imperfections,  on  the  adoption  of  it  depends 
(in  my  feeble  judgment)  whether  we  shall  become  a  respectable  nation, 
or  a  people  torn  to  pieces  by  intestine  commotions,  and  rendered 
contemptible  for  ages. 

S 
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"  Please  present  my  most  respectful  regards  to  Mrs.  Gilman — 

my  love  to  my  friend  Tenny  and  Cousin  Ben :  of  whose  return  I  was 

very  glad  to  hear, 

"  I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

"  D--  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  Humble  Servant, 

"  Nich:  Gilman. 
"  Hon'ble  Joseph  Gilman." 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  Nicholas  Gilman  was  sent 
as  a  Representative  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  United  States  Congress 
from  1789  to  1797.  He  was  a  man  of  deeds  rather  than  words,  and 
while  it  appears  that  he  attended  carefully  to  his  duties,  he  spoke  very 
little,  though  he  always  deposited  his  vote  on  the  question  before  the 
body.  In  1805  he  was  elected  a  Member  of  the  United  States  Senate 
and  continued  a  member  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
one  of  the  Presidential  electors  in  1793,  when  Washington  and  Adams 
were  elected,  and  in  1797,  when  Adams  and  Jefferson  were  elected. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  State  Councillors. 

The  fourth  son  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  the  Treasurer  of  New 
Hampshire,  was  Nathaniel,  born  November  10,  1759;  died  at 
Exeter,  N.H.,  January  26,  1847.  He  married,  first,  December  29, 
1785,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Rev.  Woodbridge  Odlin,  who  was  born  in 
1768;  died  August  10,  1796;  second,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Folsom  of  Portsmouth,  who  was  born  March  25,  1775,  and  died 
February  22,  1859.  ^  writer  in  Exeter  says  of  him  :  •*  He  was  a  man 
too  well  known  in  this  community,  and  too  universally  reverenced  and 
beloved,  to  need  an  eulogy.  As  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in,  in  its 
season,  he  has  gone  to  his  grave  in  a  good  old  age,  and  been 
gathered  to  his  fathers.  .  .  .  Col.  Gilman  was  successor  to  his 
father  in  the  Treasury  department — Continental  Loan  Office — as  early 
as  1783  ;  a  Member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1795  and  1802  ;  Represen- 
tative in  1804;  and  State  Treasurer  from  1805  to  18 14  inclusive, 
exclusive  of  1809  and  18 10.  He  was  repeatedly  solicited  to  accept 
other  political  positions,  but  uniformly  declined.  Among  the  ancestors 
of  Col.  Gilman  were  Edmund  Greenleaf,  Henry  Somerby  and  Nathaniel 
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Clark  of  Newbury ;  Robert  Lord  and  Major-General  Dennison  of 
Ipswich ;  President  Rogers  of  Harvard  College,  and  through  him 
John  Rogers,  the  martyr  ;  Governor  Thomas  Dudley  of  Massachusetts; 
and  Governor  Edward  Winslow  of  the  Plymouth  Colony," 

Nathaniel  Gilman  had  by  his  two  wives  eleven  children,  of  whom 
the  youngest,  by  his  second  wife,  was  Joseph  Taylor. 

Joseph  Taylor  Gilman,  born  October  12,  1811;  died  April  4, 
1862,  at  Exeter  (U.S.A.)  He  was  married,  October  2,  1850,  to  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  She  was  born  April 
14,  181 6,  and  now  resides  at  Exeter  (U.S.A.) 

His  early  life  offers  nothing  that  is  specially  memorable.  It  was 
the  happy  uneventful  life  of  a  New  England  country  boy,  none  of 
whose  days  are  lifted  into  prominence  by  any  achievements,  or  by  the 
experience  of  any  remarkable  joy  or  sorrow.  But  he  was  fortunate 
beyond  the  majority  in  his  home  and  its  associations.  His  father's 
estate  was  large,  the  house  ample,  and  open  with  an  unsparing 
hospitality.  The  family  connection  embraced  some  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  distinguished  citizens  of  the  State,  while  there  was 
gathered  in  the  village  a  rare  company  of  men  and  women  of  so 
marked  talent,  cultivation  and  refinement,  that  their  memory  is  still 
precious,  and  their  eulogy  spontaneous  with  the  few  that  yet  live  to 
tell  of  them.  So  that,  when  a  boy,  Mr.  Gilman  saw  in  the  society  of 
Exeter,  both  native  and  transient,  some  of  the  most  attractive  men 
and  women  of  New  England,  and  not  a  few  of  the  choicest  represen- 
tatives of  the  old  school. 

For  a  few  years  after  leaving  the  academy  he  served  as  a  clerk  in 
his  brother's  store,  where  he  learned  the  elements  of  business,  and  at 
the  same  time  many  valuable  lessons  in  the  study  of  character  which 
the  large  miscellaneous  trade,  supplying  an  extensive  farming  region, 
afforded  him.  He  was  conscientious  and  faithful  in  his  work,  and 
added  not  a  little  to  the  wide  popularity  of  the  store  by  his  patience, 
gentleman-like  manners  and  uniform  readiness  to  please  the  varied 
throng  of  customers.  In  the  year  1835  he  sailed  for  China  in  a  vessel 
commanded  by  an  older  brother,  Daniel. 
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Soon  after  arriving  at  Canton  he  was  taken  into  the  employ  of 
the  mercantile  house  of  Russell  &  Co.  These  were  days  of  trial  and 
discouragement.  He  was  alone  with  strangers,  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  modest  almost  to  the  extent  of  a  morbid  self-distrust. 
No  situation  was  to  him  too  humble.  When  his  faithfulness  was 
recognized  and  rewarded  by  his  employers,  he  ascribed  his  successive 
promotions  rather  to  their  generosity  than  to  their  justice.  He  served 
in  positions  of  constantly  increasing  responsibility  until  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  house.  Under  these  favourable  circumstances  a  short 
time  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  desire  for  comparatively  moderate 
wealth,  and  he  returned  to  his  native  town  in  1846,  having  been  away 
eleven  years. 

On  his  return  from  China  Mr.  Giiman  missed  some  who  had  been 
dear,  and  many  who  had  been  familiar  to  him.  Time  had  made  sad 
havoc  with  his  friends.  But  he  was  welcomed  back  with  great  and 
gratifying  cordiality,  and  his  own  heartiness,  warmth  and  undisguised 
pleasure  at  being  once  more  at  home,  drew  acquaintances  the  closer 
and  immediately  won  those  who  had  never  known  him  before.  Very 
soon  he  came  to  be  universally  known  and  esteemed. 

He  was  married  in  1850  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Gray.  He  died  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1862  ;  and  when  the  heavy  shadows  darkened  that  fair 
home,  at  the  going  out  of  his  life,  there  shot  a  kindred  gloom  through 
every  household  of  the  town. 

Mrs.  Giiman  married  again  in  June,  1867,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell, 
son  of  the  late  Governor  and  United  States  Senator  (Samuel  Bell  of 
Chester,  N.H.)  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bell  was  born  in  the  latter  place  on 
1 8th  Nov.,  1823.  He  was  prepared  for  Dartmouth  College,  of  which 
he  is  a  graduate,  at  Phillips'  Exeter  Academy.  After  a  course  of 
study,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rockingham  County,  and  was 
appointed  Solicitor  of  Rockingham  County  in  1856,  which  office  he 
continued  to  discharge  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Mr.  Bell  married 
on  the  6th  May,  1847,  Sarah  Giiman,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Giiman  of 
Exeter.  She  died  August  22,  1850,  leaving  two  daughters:  Helen, 
the  wife  of  Professor  Harold  North  Fowler,  Ph.D.,  of  the  Western 
Reserve  University,  Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  and  Persis,  the  wife  of  Hollis 
Russell  Bailey,  Esq.,  of  the  Boston  Bar. 
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Mr.  Bell  married  secondly,  as  mentioned,  Mary  Elizabeth  Gilman, 
widow  of  Joseph  Taylor  Gilman  of  Exeter.  He  made  considerable 
collections  concerning  the  Gilman  family  in  America,  and  in  1885 
wrote  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Taylor  Gilman  of  Portland  Maine, 
which  was  privately  printed.  He  died  in  Exeter,  N.H.,  on  November 
1893.  His  widow  and  her  three  step-children  above  mentioned  all 
survive  him  and  are  residing  in  Exeter,  N.H. 

The  children  of  Joseph  Taylor  Gilman  were : 

Daniel,  born  at  Exeter,  August  6,  1851. 
Edward  Harrison,  born  at  Exeter,  May  13,  1855. 
Mary  Long,  born  at  Exeter,  October  25,  i860. 


The  Life  and  Descendants  of  John  Gilman,  born  January  19,   1676-7, 
the  yotmgest  son  of  the  Hon.  John  Gilman  of  Exeter  (from  page  22^). 

John  Gilman  married,  y?/-^/,  June  5,  1698,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Abigail  Coffin,  who  died  July  4,  1720;  second^  at  Beverly, 
December  29,  1720,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Dr.  Robert  Hale  of  Beverly, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Clark  of  Newbury.  He  was  one 
of  the  grantees  of  Gilmanton,  and  was  mentioned  in  the  charter  as 
chairman  of  the  first  Board  of  Selectmen.  He  was  moderator  of  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Proprietors,  March  14,  1728,  and  was  then  called 
Major.  A  few  years  later,  in  1737  and  1739,  he  is  mentioned  in  the 
Records  of  Gilmanton  as  Colonel.  He  had  ten  children,  amongst 
others  : 

John  Gilman,  born  October  25,  1712  ;  married,  in  1738,  Jane, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  and  Deborah  (Clarke)  Deane.  She  was  a 
sister  of  Woodbridge  Deane  and  was  born  June  20,  1721.  She  died 
in  1786. 

John  Gilman  w^as  a  Major  at  Fort  Edward,  and  in  1757  was  sent 
to  Fort  William  Henry  with  reinforcements.  Arriving  just  after  the 
capitulation,  he  was  captured  by  General  Montcalm's  savage  Indian 
allies,  stripped,  and  with  great  difficulty  escaped.     He  owned  slaves 
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in  Exeter  and  a  son  of  one  of  them  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Paul,  pastor 
of  a  church  of  blacks  in  Boston  from  1 806  to  1 83 1 . 

John  Gilman  had  twelve  children,  his  youngest  being 

Benjamin  Clark  Gilman,  born  July  8,  1763  ;  died  October  13, 
1835  ;  married  Mary  Thing  Gilman,  daughter  of  Josiah  Gilman.  She 
was  born  May  10,  1768,  and  died  December  7,  1841. 

Benjamin  Clark  Gilman  was  a  merchant  at  Exeter,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  there  buried.  He  had  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
third  son  was 

William  Charles,  born  May  2,  1795;  died  in  New  York  City, 
June  6,  1863  ;  married.  May  2,  1820,  Eliza  Coit  (daughter  of  Daniel 
Lathrop  Coit),  who  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  August  1}^,  1796,  and 
died  in  that  place  March  16,  1868. 

William  Charles  Gilman  spent  his  boyhood  in  the  place  of  his 
birth,  the  quiet  town  of  Exeter,  where  his  ancestors  had  dwelt  from 
the  early  colonial  days ;  his  youth  was  passed  in  Boston,  amidst  all 
the  exciting  and  cultivating  influences  of  a  city;  during  his  middle 
life  his  home  was  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  a  town  largely  made  up  of 
busy,  thriving,  manufacturing  villages ;  and  his  later  years  were 
serenely  closed  in  the  city  of  New  York.  All  these  influences  will  be 
distinctly  traced  in  the  development  of  his  character.  They  will  be 
reviewed  in  succession,  though  the  task  will  not  be  easy,  for  the 
personal  memoranda  which  are  now  at  command  are  few  and 
fragmentary. 

Respecting  his  boyhood  little  can  be  stated.  His  mother  was  a 
woman  of  great  evenness,  self-control  and  loveliness  of  disposition, 
and  his  father  was  a  man  of  enterprise,  versatility  and  marked 
constructive  ability,  Xhe  traits  of  both  may  be  traced  in  this  son. 
On  the  printed  list  of  scholars  in  Phillips'  Academy  at  Exeter,  the 
name  of  Williain  Gibiian  is  enrolled  under  the  date  of  1 806,  when  he 
was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  afterwards  assumed  Charles  as  a  middle 
name,  the  first  name  being  hardly  distinctive  enough  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gilmans.  That  patriarch  of  American  teachers,  Dr. 
Benjamin  Abbot,  had  been  in  1806  for  nearly  twenty  years  Principal 
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of  the  Academy,  and  among  the  assistant  instructors  in  that  year  were 
Nathan  Hale  and  Alexander  H.  Everett.  These  were  men  of  mark, 
and  they  made  a  good  school,  one  which  left  an  indelible  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  the  scholars,  even  of  such  as  enjoyed  the  instruction 
for  a  brief  time  only.  William  Gilman  would  have  gone  to  college  if 
his  father's  intentions  had  been  carried  out.  Without  doubt  he  would 
have  entered  Harvard  College,  where  his  mother's  grandfather,  Rev. 
Nicholas  Gilman,  had  graduated  in  1724,  and  her  uncle,  Rev.  Tristram 
Gilman,  in  1757.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  he  would  have  been  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1813,  with  his  friend  and  cousin,  Mr.  Charles  Folsom 
of  Cambridge.  But  Mr.  Odiorne,  a  connection  of  the  family,  who  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Boston,  requested  that  the  school-boy  might 
come  for  a  time  into  his  counting-room.  The  invitation  was  accepted, 
and  although  this  arrangement  was  at  first  regarded  as  but  temporary, 
it  proved  to  be  so  advantageous  to  both  parties  as  to  interrupt  com- 
pletely the  project  of  a  classical  education. 

Thus,  going  to  Boston  when  he  was  about  thirteen  years  old,  Mr. 
Gilman  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Messrs.  George,  Thomas  and 
Eben  Odiorne,  who  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  iron  merchants 
near  Fort  Hill.  They  had  also  large  mills  at  Maiden  for  the  manu- 
facture of  nails.  This  residence  in  a  large  town  afforded  to  a  young 
man  of  active  mind  and  ready  sympathies,  opportunities  for  culture 
which  in  some  degree  made  up  for  the  want  of  college  training.  He 
became  acquainted  with  men  and  institutions  of  a  superior  character, 
and  formed  many  friendships  which  were  never  forgotten.  He  always 
loved  Boston  and  used  to  visit  it  in  later  life  as  an  early  home, 
maintaining  a  personal  interest  in  its  churches,  its  charities,  its 
libraries,  its  mercantile  prosperity  and  growth.  His  business  training 
was  uncommonly  good,  as  evinced  by  his  penmanship,  his  account 
books,  and  his  files  of  correspondence  of  an  early  date,  as  well  as  by 
the  quick,  accurate  and  judicious  action  of  his  mind,  which  continued 
through  life. 

As  soon  as  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  :Mr.  Gilman  was 
ready  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account.  The  country  was 
then  beginning  to  recover  from  the  financial  depression  which  the  war 
of  181 2  had  produced.     The  business  capital  originally  invested  in 
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the  carrying  trade^  which  had  been  diverted  from  that  source  of  revenue 
by  the  embargo  and  the  disturbances  in  Europe,  was  now  directed  to 
the  establishment  of  those  manufactories  which  have  since  contributed 
largely  to  the  wealth  of  New  England. 

Leaving  Boston  to  seek  out  for  himself  a  new  home  and  place  of 
business,  Mr.  Gilman  went  upon  a  tour  of  observation  to  various 
towns  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  This  led 
him  to  Norwich.  One  of  his  friends  still  lives  who  remembers  driving 
him,  forty-seven  years  before  his  death,  from  Jewett's  City  to  tJie 
Landing,  on  this  his  earliest  visit  to  his  future  home. 

Here,  in  1816,  Mr.  Gilman  began  to  reside  ;  here  for  nearly  thirty 
years  he  was  identified  with  the  social,  financial,  political  and  religious 
progress  of  the  community;  here,  in  1820,  he  was  married,  and  here 
his  nine  children  were  born  ;  here  three  of  his  brothers  and  a  married 
sister  came  also  to  reside  ;  and  here,  at  length,  his  body  was  brought 
to  its  final  resting  place,  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Yantic. 

Although  the  earlier  and  later  years  of  his  life  were  spent  else- 
where, it  is  with  Norwich  that  he  is  chiefly  identified.  He  loved  its 
rivers  and  rocks,  its  walks  and  drives,  its  people,  its  schools,  its 
churches,  its  benevolent  societies,  and  he  rejoiced  in  whatever  pro- 
moted its  welfare. 

The  first  business  in  which  Mr.  Gilman  engaged  after  removing  to 
Norwich  was  the  manufacture  of  nails  at  the  Yantic  Falls,  employing 
a  process  of  machinery  then  lately  invented. 

A  few  years  later  he  became  associated  with  several  gentlemen 
of  Boston  and  Norwich  in  a  corporation  known  as  the  Thames 
Manufacturing  Company,  having  a  capital  of  $300,000,  and  authorized 
by  the  charter  which  was  granted  in  1823  to  engage  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton,  woollen  and  iron  goods.  This  company  was  concerned  in 
the  establishment  of  manufactories  at  the  Falls,  and  was  also  for  a 
time  owner  of  a  mill  at  Bozrahville  and  of  another  at  Greeneville. 
In  1829,  Mr.  Gilman  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Norwich  and 
New  York  Manufacturing  Company,  likewise  organized  for  the  making 
of  cotton  and  woollen  goods.  To  this  and  to  the  Thames  Company 
the  early  growth  of  the  Falls  village  is  chiefly  due. 
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In  the  last-mentioned  year  the  Norwich  Water  Power  Company  was 
formed,  of  which,  for  many  years,  Mr.  Gilman  was  the  secretary  and 
Shetucket  treasurer.  The  object  of  this  association  was  to  render  the 
and  Quinebaug  rivers  available  for  factories  ;  and  the  present  thriving 
village  of  Greeneville  bears  testimony  to  the  foresight  of  those  who 
then  projected  the  improvements  in  that  section  of  the  town. 

The  increase  of  manufactures  and  the  general  growth  of  the  town 
soon  demanded  greater  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise. 
Norwich  was  situated  midway  between  Boston  and  New  York,  and 
with  both  these  cities  it  needed  to  be  in  easy  communication.  When 
a  railroad  connection  with  the  first-named  city  was  projected  Mr. 
Gilman  took  hold  of  the  enterprise  with  earnestness,  becoming  one  of 
the  original  directors  of  the  Boston,  Norwich  and  New  London  Railroad 
Company,  incorporated  in  1832,  and  the  first  president  of  the  Norwich 
and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  which  four  years  later  succeeded  to 
the  first-named  company.  The  road  thus  built  was  the  first  railroad 
in  Connecticut,  and  by  means  of  its  connection  with  the  western  road 
at  Worcester,  Norwich  was  brought  near  to  Boston.  The  pecuniary 
returns  which  were  made  to  the  projectors  of  this  enterprise  amounted 
to  nothing,  but  the  service  which  was  rendered  to  the  town  by  their 
energy  and  perseverance  cannot  readily  be  overrated.  Mr.  Gilman 
was  also  president  of  the  Steamboat  Company  which  maintained 
communication  with  New  York.  He  was  likewise  president  of  the 
Quinehaiig  Bajik,  and  a  director  for  many  years  of  the  Thames  and 
Tolland  Banks.  He  was  also  prominent  in  organizing  the  Norwich 
Savings  Society,  of  which,  for  many  years  subsequent  to  its  charter,  he 
was  a  vice-president.  This  bank  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful 
institutions  in  the  town  ;  affording  a  safe  and  convenient  mode  of 
investment  for  thousands  of  persons  whose  means  were  small,  and 
especially  for  the  operatives  in  the  mills,  in  whose  interest,  partially 
at  least,  it  was  established. 

It  is  not  often  that  one  who  is  so  deeply  interested  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  community  in  which  he  dwells  can  transfer  himself,  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years,  to  scenes  and  occupations  totally  different,  and 
enter  into  new  relations  with  spirit  and  success.  But  this  was  the 
case  with  Mr.  Gilman. 
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The  financial  embarrassments  which  swept  over  the  country  in 
1837  were  disastrous  to  many  manufacturing  companies,  and  among 
them  to  the  Thames  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  agent.  As  he 
had  pledged  for  this  company  his  private  credit,  endorsing  the 
company's  notes  for  their  sole  advantage,  he  became  involved  with 
them  in  serious  losses.  This,  however,  is  not  the  place  to  dwell  upon 
the  circumstances  by  which  the  accumulations  of  years  past,  and  the 
hopes  of  years  to  come,  were  swept  away  in  a  moment. 

After  waiting  several  years  in  Norwich  in  the  hope  of  seeing  the 
interests  revived  in  which  he  had  been  concerned,  he  determined  to 
seek  out  a  new  sphere  of  activity.  But  he  did  not  take  this  step 
until  he  had  assigned,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  every  dollar  of 
his  property,  even  the  watch  which  for  years  he  had  carried.  It  was 
a  severe  and  prolonged  trial,  but  it  was  borne  with  tranquility  and 
patience,  with  cheerfulness  and  resignation. 

Residing  in  New  York  from  1844  until  his  decease,  Mr.  Gilman 
was  engaged  at  first  in  the  dry  goods  commission  business  in  Pine 
Street  and  afterwards  in  the  negotiation  of  business  paper  and 
insurance  scrip  in  Wall  Street,  While  engrossed  with  business  cares, 
his  readiness  to  labour  for  others,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  was  as 
constant  as  it  had  been  in  Norwich,  though  the  city  presented  different 
objects  of  beneficent  activity  from  those  of  a  manufacturing  town. 
Mr.  Gilman  was  brought  at  once  into  the  management  of  several 
of  the  benevolent  societies  with  which  at  a  distance  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  co-operate.  He  was  made  a  director  or  manager  in 
the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  the  N.Y. 
City  Tract  Society,  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  the  N'.Y. 
Sunday  School  Union,  the  American  Temperance  Union,  the  N.Y. 
Prison  Association,  and  the  American  Congregational  Union.  In  the 
efforts  to  reclaim  the  destitute  children  of  the  city  he  was  indefatigable. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Asyliun  for  Friendless  Boys 
and  of  the  Juvenile  Asylum,  into  which  it  was  merged.  He  united 
with  others  in  forming  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  to  provide  homes  in 
the  country  for  vagrant  and  needy  children,  and  industrial  schools 
for  such  as  cannot  be  removed  from  the  city. 


DANIEL    COIT    OILMAN,    Esq.,    LL.D. 

(President  of  the  Johns  Hopt^ms  University,  Baltimore,  U.S.A.) 
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His  last  illness  was  short.  On  the  25th  of  May,  1863,  he  was 
visited  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  from  which  he  never  recovered.  He 
died  on  a  beautiful  summer  morning,  June  6,  1863,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  69th  year.     He  had  nine  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  son, 

Daniel  Coit  Gilman,  was  born  in  1831,  July  6,  at  Norwich, 
Connecticut.  He  was  educated  for  college  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  was  graduated  at  Yale  University,  as  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1852 
and  as  Master  of  Arts  in  1855.  After  two  years  of  study  and  travel 
in  Europe,  he  returned  to  New  Haven,  and,  until  1872,  was  connected 
with  Yale  as  Librarian,  Professor  of  Physical  and  Political  Geography 
and  Secretary  of  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School.  In  1872  he  was  chosen 
President  of  the  University  of  California  and,  until  1 875,  he  was  devoted 
to  its  work.  He  then  accepted  a  call  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he 
became  the  first  President  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University.  In  the 
organisation  and  development  of  this  great  endowment  he  has  since 
been  engaged.  He  was  also,  for  a  few  months,  at  the  inception  of  its 
humane  work,  Director  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.  He  has  held 
many  subordinate  posts  connected  with  the  progress  of  education. 
Among  them  he  is  President  of  the  John  F.  Slater  Fund  for  the 
education  of  Freedmen,  a  Trustee  of  the  Educational  Fund  established 
by  George  Peabody  for  the  aid  of  education  in  the  South,  and  a  Trustee 
of  the  Peabody  Institute  in  Baltimore.  He  has  been  President  of  the 
American  Social  Science  Association,  of  the  Baltimore  branch  of 
the  Archaeological  Institute  of  America,  and  of  the  Baltimore  Charity 
Organisation  Society.  He  was  the  presiding  ofi&cer  at  the  Chicago 
Congress  on  Higher  Education  in  1893.  He  is  now  President  of  the 
American  Oriental  Society.  A  large  number  of  addresses,  reports, 
and  magazine  articles  have  been  published  by  him.  The  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D,  has  been  conferred  upon  him  by  Yale,  Harvard, 
Columbia  and  other  institutions. 

The  following  account  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  taken 
from  the  Report  for  the  year  1894,  will  be  read  with  interest  in 
connection  with  its  president.  Dr.  Daniel  Coit  Gilman  : — 

"  The  academic  staff  numbered  during  the  year  eighty-three 
teachers,  including  seventeen  professors  and  instructors  in  the  Johns 
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Hopkins  Medical  School.  The  number  of  students  enrolled  was  five 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  sixty  were 
residents  of  Maryland,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  came  here  from 
forty  other  States  of  the  Union,  and  twenty-two  from  foreign  countries. 
Among  the  students  were  three  hundred  and  forty-four  already 
graduated,  coming  from  one  hundred  and  forty-three  colleges  and 
universities  ;  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  matriculates 
(or  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts)  ;  and  there  were 
fifty-five  admitted  as  special  students,  to  pursue  courses  of  study 
for  which  they  seemed  fitted,  without  reference  to  graduation.  The 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  forty-one  candidates 
and  thirty-three  candidates  were  promoted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy." 

At  the  Tercentenary  of  the  Dublin  University  in  July,  1892,  Dr. 
Daniel  C.  Gilman  was  chosen  from  amongst  the  Delegates  from  the 
American  Universities  to  speak  on  behalf  of  his  country  at  the  Pre- 
sentation of  Addresses. 

He  married,  December  4,  1861,  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  Tredwell 
Ketcham  of  New  York  City. 


The  Life  aiid  Descendants  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  horn  Jan.  18,  1707-8; 

died  April  13,  1748  ;  the  fifth  son  of  Nicholas,  the  son  of  the  Hon.  John 

Gilman  of  Exeter  (from  page  22 \). 

Nicholas  Gilman  married  October  22,  1730,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Bartholomew  and  Sarah  (Kent)  Thing.  Bartholomew  Thing  was  a 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Gilman)  Thing.  Mary  Thing  was  born 
January  11,  1713,  and  died  February  22,  1789.  Nicholas  Gilman  went 
to  the  Latin  School  at  Newburyport,  at  eight  years  of  age,  and  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  the  class  of  1724,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  The  celebrated  Dr.  IMather  Byles  was  with  him  in  the 
University.     He  began   to   preach   at  Kingston,  N.H.,  October  30, 

1727.  His  text  in  the  morning  was  Luke  ii.,  10,  11.     In  February, 

1728,  he  was  called  to  Newmarket,  but  declined.     He  was  ordained 
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at  Durham,  N.H.,  March  3,   1742,  where   he   lived   until   his   death, 
greatly  beloved  by  his  people. 

His  health  was  not  good  and  he  only  preached  six  years  in 
Durham.  Besides  Prince's  Chronology,  he  subscribed  for  the  Life  of 
Cotton  Mather,  by  his  son.  His  copy  of  the  latter  work  was,  in  1862, 
in  possession  of  the  Hon.  Charles  S.  Davies  of  Portland  Maine. 
Among  the  books  in  the  library  of  Rev.  Nicholas  Gilman  were  the 
following,  the  titles  of  which  the  writer  copied  from  the  inventory 
attached  to  his  will : — Mr.  Henry  s  Exposition,  5  vols.,  fol.,  £(^0  ;  The 
Cambridge  Concordance,  £6  ;  Allestry  s  Sermons,  £2  ;  A  Treatise  upon 
Maloncholy,  £2  ;  Byfield  upon  Peter,  £2.  los.  ;  Hall  upon  Timothy, 
£2.  I  OS.  ;  The  Christian's  Journal,  £2  ;  and  a  variety  of  other  religious 
works,  valued  at  ;^3>237.  13s.  4d.  in  all.  Rev.  Mr.  Gilman  was  buried 
at  Exeter.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  his  tomb- 


stone : — 


Here  lyes  the  remains  of  the  Rev^- 

Mr.  Nicholas  Gilman,  who  zuas  Pastor 

of  the  Church  at  Durham,  where  he 

died  April  i^th  1748.     A  elate  41.     Eheu 

quam  brevis.     He  was  endow' d 
with  many  amiable  &  useful  Accomplish- 
ments.    His  7nanners  were  grave,  easy 

and  pleasant.     He  was  exemplary 
in  extensive  Charity  and  Beneficence, 
eminent  in  Piety,  Self  Denial  &   Victory 
over  y'  World.     A  fervent,  sound 
persitasive  Preacher,  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.     He  is  now  de- 
parted, a?id  (as  we  hope)  sleeps  in 
Jesus.     Let  tis  follow  him  wherein 
He  followed  Christ. 

Abi  Amice  tuam. — respice  finem. 

[Foot.] 

The  Rev.  M'-  Nicholas  Gilman. 

1748. 
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The  Rev.  Nicholas  Gilman  had  six  children  : 

Joseph,  born  Exeter,  May  5,  1738  ;  died  May  14,  1806  ;  married, 
first,  Jane  Tyler,  supposed  to  have  died  in  1760  ;  second,  September  22, 
1763,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Hale)  Ives,  of 
Beverly,  Massachusetts,  born  June  23,  1745,  died  May  20,  1823. 

Joseph  Gilman  is  supposed  to  have  been  educated  in  Exeter,  but 
it  was  before  the  foundation  of  the  celebrated  Phillips'  Academy,  which 
has  since  sent  out  so  many  distinguished  graduates.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  went  to  Boston  to  enter  the  employ  of  a  merchant, 
probably  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Savage,  who  is  frequently  mentioned  in  his 
letters  written  at  the  time.  In  his  first  letter,  dated  July  17,  1753, 
and  addressed  to  his  "  Honoured  Mother,"  he  speaks  of  the  dulness  of 
business,  but  adds  that  "  there  hath  near  Eight  Thousand  Bushels  of 
Corn  came  in  from  Virginia  in  y'^  space  of  Two  Days  Time,  which  the 
Like  scarce  ever  was  known."  Under  date  August  14,  1753,  he  says 
to  his  "Honored  mother  and  Grand  Mother,"  "I  have  one  of  the  Eour 
things  which  are  Grievous  to  the  Eye-sight,  Viz,  an  Empty  Purse.  If 
any  Body  would  remove  this  grievous  Thing,  I  would  Humbly  thank 
them."  September  7,  1753,  he  writes  that  a  man  "was  tried  for 
making  DoUers.  His  sentence  is  to  stand  in  the  Pillery  i  hour  and 
to  be  whipt  twenty  lashes." 

The  following  letter  of  Joseph  Gilman,  written  to  his  brother 
Tristram,  then  at  Exeter,  possesses  historical  interest  : — 

*■*■  Boston,  \2  October,  1759. 
"  Dear  Brother 

"  Doubtless  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  hear  of  the 

surrender  of  Canada  to  the  British  army.     A  vessel  arrived  here  this 

morning  in  seven  days  from  Louisburg.     The  Master  informs  that, 

the    15*^    September   Gen^  Wolfe  with   five   thousand    men    engaged 

Mons"^  Levy  with  fifteen  thousand,  about  3  miles  from  their  intrench- 

ments.     Our  army  received  three  Fires  from  the  enemy  before  they 

returned  any.      Our  first  fire  was  general  and  very  heavy — put  the 

French  cavalry  in  great  confusion — they  being  in  front  drove  back  on 

the  infantry  &  by  that   means  broke  their  Lines  &  put  them  all  to 

flight.     Our  people  pursued  them  so  closely  that  when  they  jumped 
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into  their  Trenches,  our  men  leaped  on  their  backs  and  by  Sword  & 
Bayonet  soon  cleared  the  Trenches,  and  drove  the  enemy  into  the  city. 
The  brave  Gen^  Wolfe  is  killed.  He  received  two  wounds  before  he 
received  his  mortal  one  which  was  through  the  Heart.  He  lived  to 
see  the  Trenches  cleared,  holding  his  Bowells  in  with  his  hand  & 
spiriting  up  his  men.  All  the  officers  give  him  the  greatest  character. 
He  was  but  twenty-eight  years  old  as  I  hear.* 

"  I  have  not  yet  heard  the  particulars.  An  Express  sailed  from 
Louisburg  for  this  place  thirty  hours  before  this  vessel  sailed,  but  is 
not  yet  arrived.  Coll.  Monckton  has  lost  his  nose  and  is  wounded  in 
the  Bowells.  He  was  the  second  in  command.  Townsend,  on  account 
of  his  being  disabled,  has  taken  command.  Vaudreuil  surrendered 
the  city  and  Canada  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Townsend,  what  those 
terms  are,  I  cannot  tell.  'Tis  said  we  lost  five  hundred  men,  and  the 
French  fifteen  hundred.  Tuesday  next  in  the  forenoon  Religious 
exercises  are  to  be  performed  in  the  severall  churches  in  Town — in 
the  afternoon  the  militia  raised — in  the  Evening  the  Town  Illuminated. 

"  Your  Loving  Brother 

"  J.  Gilnian." 

The  student  of  history  will  notice  with  interest  the  general 
accuracy  of  the  above  news,  as  well  as  the  erroneous  statement  of 
some  of  the  details. 

From  a  letter  to  his  mother,  dated  the  2nd  of  June,  1760,  it  is 
known  that  he  was  still  in  business  in  Boston.  On  the  19th  of 
October,  1761,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  for  seven  years  with 
Nathaniel  Folsom  and  Josiah  Gilman,  the  object  of  which  appears  to 
have  been  to  keep  a  store  in  Exeter,  to  build  ships  and  make  ventures 
to  sea.  The  writer  has  in  his  possession  these  articles  of  partnership 
and  the  advertisement  of  "Folsom,  Gilman  and  Gilman."  The  list  of 
articles  for  sale  by  the  firm  is  wonderfully  varied,  beginning  with 
"  Crimson,  scarlet,  black,  blue  and  cloth  color'd  Broad  Cloths,"  and 
including  "  Baize,  Plushes,  Swanskins,  Velvets,  Ratteens,  Allapeens, 
Tandems,  Bibles,  Felt,  Castor,  Beaveret  and  Beaver  Hats,  Chizzelles, 

*  This  is  a  mistake  ;  Gen.  Wolfe  was  nearly  thirty-four  years  of  age  when  he  fell. — A.  G. 
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Tea  Kittells,  Hour  Glasses,  West  India  Rum,  Molasses,  Bohea  Tea, 
Lamp  Oyl  &c  &c  &c."  The  correspondence  of  the  firm  was  extensive. 
It  had  dealings  with  "  The  Insurance  Office,  Boston,"  with  St. 
Martin's,  Antiqua,  Anquilla,  St.  Thomas,  The  Barbadoes,  St.  Kitts, 
Bristol  and  London,  and  the  adventures  were  of  very  respectable 
amounts,  the  sums  reaching  ft-equently  as  high  as  thousands  of  pounds 
sterling. 

In  the  autumn  of  1776  Joseph  Gilman  was  appointed  by  the  New 
Hampshire  House  of  Representatives  to  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
County  of  Rockingham.  In  1779  he  was  commissioned  by  ]\Ieshech 
Weare,  President  of  the  Council  of  New  Hampshire,  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  1785  he  was  notified  by  the  same  person  of  his  election  to 
the  office  of  Senator  of  the  same  State,  and  in  1787  IMajor  General 
John  Sulliv^an  again  notified  him  of  his  election  to  the  same  honour- 
able position.  Joseph  Gilman  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's 
Council  in  1787,  the  year  before  he  went  to  Ohio.  He  held  the  office 
of  State  Senator  during  the  years  1784,  1785,  1786  and  1787. 

Several  letters  are  extant  to  ]\Ir.  Gilman  by  Col.  Alexander 
Scammell,  one  of  General  Washington's  aides-de-camp.  They  are 
all  dated  1781,  the  year  of  the  writer's  death  and  within  a  few  months 
of  that  event.  Mr.  Gilman  was  at  that  time  Chairman  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,  a  body  which  had  charge  of  the 
supplies  for  the  State  troops.  The  letters  relate  to  the  subject  of 
provisions,  clothing  and  finances,  and  expose  the  straits  to  which  the 
army  and  its  commander  were  reduced,  as  much  by  the  poor  quality 
of  the  goods  furnished  by  contractors  as  by  the  poverty  of  the  people. 
Under  date  of  June  9,  Col.  Scammell  writes :  "  I  am  confident  you 
have  not  been  wanting  in  your  exertions  for  us.  Our  soldiers — poor 
fellows  I  feel  distressed  for  them  beyond  description — they  are  ragged, 
very  ragged,  but  a  small  degree  removed  from  starknakedness.  I 
would  suppose  that  our  brother  citizens  are  doing  everything  in  their 
power  for  us,  while  we  are  enjoying  Continental  fare  in  the  field. 
Their  political  salvation  depends  on  a  good  army  well  found.  I 
shudder  at  the  prospect  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  not  from  fear  of  the 
enemy,  but  from  apprehensions  of  starvation.     The  supplies  are  so 
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very  precarious  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  cannot  lay  a  single  plan 
•  or  commence  a  single  operation  for  want  of  the  necessary  supplies. 
What  a  pity  that  our  great  and  good  General  should  be  cramped  in 
his  operations,  which  perhaps,  if  well  seconded,  might  this  campaign 
be  decisive  !  I  wright  this  part  only  for  our  stanch  Whigg  friends. 
I  don't  wish  the  Tories  might  know  the  circumstances,  least  they 
should  triumph.  Make  use  of  it  as  a  Spurr  to  our  Assembly,  as 
many  of  them  as  you  can  trust."  Again:  "The  refinement  of  our 
Commander-in-Chief's  manoeuvres  &  movements  eludes  the  army,  and 
I  presume  of  the  enemy.  But  what  shall  we  do  with  our  money  ? 
The  new  emission  has  shared  the  same  fate  as  the  old,  and  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  funeral  procession  at  New  Haven  on  the  first  news  of  the 
new  emission  being  issued.  They  buried  a  quantity  of  old  bills,  and 
fixed  a  new  bill  on  the  grave  stone,  with  this  Inscription  wrote  upon 
it — '■Be  ye  also  ready  !'  "  Mr.  Oilman's  position  upon  the  Committee 
of  Safety  was  one  of  great  influence  and  importance.  It  brought  him 
into  immediate  intercourse  with  the  leading  men  of  the  adjacent  States. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Gilman  became  associated  with  others  in  the 
Ohio  Company,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1788  he  removed  to  Marietta 
with  his  wife  and  one  son.  The  entire  country  was  a  wilderness, 
several  hundred  miles  beyond  the  borders  of  civilization,  and  the  trials 
of  the  settlers  were  great.  The  party  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health 
on  the  long  journey  from  Exeter  and  arrived  at  the  Yozighehany  River 
on  the  22nd  of  November,  where  they  remained  during  the  winter. 
The  next  May  Mr.  Gilman  wrote  to  Hon.  Nicholas  Gilman,  then  a 
United  States  Senator,  that  his  expectations  regarding  the  Ohio 
country,  though  raised,  were  '  fully  satisfied.'  He  adds,  *'  This  is 
certainly  a  most  delightful  country,  and  seems  destined  in  time  to  be 
a  very  great  one."  He  also  refers  to  the  murder  of  one  of  the  settlers 
at  that  early  period  of  the  settlement.  Under  date  August  21,  1789, 
he  writes  again,  reiterating  his  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  purchase 
of  the  Ohio  Company  and  mentioning  some  of  the  fruits  that  the 
settlers  already  enjoyed.  He  also  refers  to  the  depredations  of  the 
Indians. 

In  1790  Mr.  Gilman  was  appointed  by  General  and  Governor  St. 
Clair,  Judge  of  Probate,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Quarter   Sessions, 
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Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He 
was  afterwards  appointed,  by  President  Washington,  United  States 
Judge  for  the  North-west  Territory.  The  commission  to  the  last  office, 
engrossed  on  parchment,  with  the  autograph  signatures  of  General 
Washington  and  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  was  owned 
and  highly  prized  by  Joseph  Oilman's  grandson,  Winthrop  Sargent 
Gilman,  senior,  of  New  York  City,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  son, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Ives  Gilman.  [On  the  opposite  page  is  a  facsimile 
reduced  reproduction  of  the  original  document.]  As  Judge  of  the 
United  States  Courts,  Mr.  Gilman  visited  the  remote  parts  of  the 
Territory,  for  the  Court  held  sittings  at  Port  Vincent,  Detroit  and 
Cincinnati,  as  well  as  at  Marietta.  On  these  trips,  which  were 
accomplished  on  horseback,  he  was  attended  by  other  judges  and 
lawyers,  whose  company  often  made  the  journeys  interesting. 

Mr.  Gilman  was  a  man  whom  everybody  respected  and  esteemed 
for  his  candour,  honesty,  good  sense  and  social  qualities.  As  a  jurist 
his  reputation  stood  deservedly  high.  He  was  a  careful  student  of 
the  laws  of  nature  as  well  as  of  those  of  his  country,  and  kept  a 
meteorological  journal,  which  was  rare  in  that  day. 

Mrs.  Gilman  survived  her  husband  fourteen  years.  Her  education 
was  far  superior  to  that  of  most  ladies  of  her  time,  being  chiefly 
acquired  under  the  direction  of  her  grandfather,  the  Hon.  Robert 
Hale.  By  him  her  literary  taste  was  highly  cultivated,  and  a  love 
acquired  for  books  and  useful  reading  that  attended  her  through  life. 
She  was  familiar  with  the  best  writers  of  the  days  of  Queens  Anne 
and  Elizabeth,  could  read  French  authors  with  facility,  and  her 
acuteness  was  such  in  polite  literature  that  when  any  disputed  point 
arose  among  the  learned  visitors  and  circles  at  her  fireside  she  was 
often  appealed  to  as  umpire,  and  her  decisions  were  usually  decisive 
on  the  question  and  seldom  appealed  from.  This  was  often  done  by 
men  of  classical  education,  few  of  whom  in  matters  of  history,  pure 
English  literature,  poetry,  or  belles-letfres,  excelled  her  in  general 
knowledge  or  critical  acumen.  Her  early  and  youthful  associates 
were  generally  men  of  superior  minds  and  talents,  among  whom  a 
favourite  one  was  Timothy  Pickering,  who  resided  in  an  adjacent 
town  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  in  the  family.     Her  acquirements 
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made  her  conversation  very  fascinating  to  the  cuhivated  minds  that 
came  within  the  sphere  of  her  influence,  and  her  society  was  much 
sought  and  very  highly  prized.  In  person  she  was  tall  and  com- 
manding, with  the  most  graceful  and  dignified  manner,  with  an 
open,  prepossessing  and  intelligent  countenance.  Children  were  much 
attached  to  her  and  she  was  fond  of  giving  them  useful  instruction  and 
advice  in  such  a  pleasant  manner  as  to  win  their  attention  and  impress 
it  upon  their  minds.  In  domestic  affairs  she  was  a  pattern  of  industry, 
frugality,  order,  and  promptness  of  execution — practices  rarely  found 
in  literary  women.  Her  neat  and  plain  dress  was  an  index  of  her 
good  taste  and  purity  of  principle.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  lived  in  her  own  house  at  Marietta,  surrounded  by  her  grand- 
children, until  181 2,  when  she  removed  with  her  son  to  Philadelphia, 
and  died  in  1820,  full  of  peace  and  in  the  joyful  hope  of  a  blessed 
immortality.     Joseph  Gilman  had  two  sons,  of  whom  the  younger  was 

Benjamin  Ives  Gilman,  born  July  29,  1766;  died  October  13, 
1833;  married,  February,  1790,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Chandler 
Robbins,  D.D.,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  who  was  born  September  29, 
1768,  and  died  August  24,   1837. 

Benjamin  Ives  Gilman  was  born  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire. 
His  education  was  strictly  attended  to  and  he  had  the  advantages  of 
the  celebrated  academy  established  in  that  place  by  Mr.  Phillips. 
He  was  brought  up  to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits.  His  highly 
educated  mother  having  but  one  son  on  whom  to  bestow  her  care, 
his  moral  and  intellectual  culture  was  highly  finished,  and  his  whole 
after  life  showed  the  training  of  his  early  years.  Mrs.  Gilman  was 
richly  rewarded  for  her  labour  of  love,  for  no  son  ever  respected  and 
venerated  a  mother  more  than  did  Benjamin  Ives  Gilman. 

When  his  parents  removed  to  Marietta,  in  1788,  he  accompanied 
them,  and  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  his  life  was  spent  in  that 
place.  In  1790  he  returned  to  New  England,  and  married  the  second 
daughter  of  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  first  church 
in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the 
bride's  father.  This  marriage  united  the  families  of  Prince,  Hinckley, 
Hale,  Ives,  Bethune,  Robbins  and  Gilman,  all  of  which  were  prominent 
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among  the  Puritan  pioneers  of  America.*  The  journey  from  Plymouth 
to  Ohio,  at  that  day,  was  one  of  much  hardship  and  occupied  about  a 
month  in  performance.  This  fact,  and  the  great  distance  to  which 
their  daughter  was  removed,  caused  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  more  than 
the  usual  solicitude. 

The  young  couple  crossed  the  mountains  on  horseback,  finding 
poor  roads  and  scanty  and  coarse  accommodations,  to  Red  Stone,  or 
Pittsburg.  Thence  the  journey  to  Marietta  was  by  boat  down  the 
Ohio  river. 

In  1792  Mr.  Gilman  began  business  as  a  merchant  and  gradually 
increased  his  dealings  until  they  became  the  most  extensive  of  any  in 
Marietta.  During  the  wars  he  several  times  only  narrowly  escaped 
the  rifle  and  tomahawk  of  the  Indians.  One  day  in  1794  he  was 
engaged  with  a  hired  man,  named  Robert  Warth,  on  a  lot  about 
eighty  rods  from  Fort  Harmer,  which  he  had  cleared  for  agricultural 
purposes.  Robert  spoke  to  Mr.  Gilman,  inquiring  about  the  work, 
and  before  he  had  time  to  answer  he  heard  the  sharp  crack  of  a  rifle, 
and,  looking  quickly  in  the  direction  of  the  shot,  saw  Robert  fall  dead 
from  a  log  on  which  he  had  been  standing.  Two  Indians  at  the  same 
time  gave  Mr.  Gilman  chase,  but  though  they  fired  at  him  he  reached 
the  fort  in  safety.  His  wife  and  mother  heard  the  shot  and  the  yell  of 
the  savages,  and  eagerly  inquired,  as  he  entered  the  fort,  who  was 
killed.  The  young  wife  of  Robert  was  standing  by  and,  when  he 
replied,  received  the  first  news  of  her  husband's  cruel  death.  After 
this  Mr.  Gilman  had  many  narrow  escapes  from  the  savages.  Such 
were  some  of  the  experiences  of  the  early  settlers  on  the  rich  acres  of 
our  western  frontier. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Gilman  dealt  largely  in  furs, 
especially  in  bear  skins,  having  trading  stations  on  the  Big  Sandy 
and  Guyandot  rivers,  where  the  inhabitants  engaged  extensively  in 
hunting. 

*  Hannah  Robbins  was  a  descendant  of  Rev.  John  Prince  of  Berkshire,  England.  He  had 
elder  John  Prince  of  Watertown  and  Hull,  Maine,  and  Hingham,  Mass.,  who  was  the  father  of 
Samuel  Prince  of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  born  in  Boston,  May,  1649.  He  married,  September  i,  1686, 
Mercy,  daughter  of  Governor  Thomas  Hinckley  of  Plymouth  Colony,  and  had  Moses,  born  in 
1696,  who  married  Jane  Bethune,  in  1737.  They  had  Jane,  who  married  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins, 
D.D.,  of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  became  the  mother  of  Hannah  Robbins,  who  married 
Benjamin  Ives  Gilman,  as  stated  above. 
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In  1796  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Washington  County,  an  office  which  he  held  until  the  Territory 
became  a  State.  In  1802  he  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Conven- 
tion which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  was 
very  active  and  useful  in  completing  that  important  instrument. 

In  1 80 1  he  began  the  business  of  shipbuilding,  employing  Captain 
Devol  for  the  master  builder.  Mr.  Gilman  was  the  first  to  do  this,  on 
the  Ohio  River,  and  his  vessels  sailed  down  the  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans  and  thence  to  the  Atlantic  cities  and  various  parts  of  the 
world.  This  business  was  stopped  by  the  embargo  of  1807,  which 
was  intended  by  President  Jefferson  to  counteract  Napoleon's  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  and  the  British  orders  in  Council.  Although  Mr. 
Gilman  escaped  the  serious  losses  that  overwhelmed  many  enterprising 
western  men,  his  business  plans  were  deranged  and  the  life  of  Marietta 
was  paralysed.  In  18 13  he  removed  with  his  family  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  w^here  he  engaged  in  extensive  business  as  one  of  the 
house  of  Gilman  and  Ammidon.  For  this  business  his  clear,  calcula- 
ting mind,  enlarged  views  and  industrious  habits,  eminently  qualified 
him,  and  for  a  number  of  years  it  was  pursued  with  great  success. 

Two  of  Mr.  Gilman's  sons  having  settled  in  Alton,  Illinois,  he 
made  a  visit  to  that  place  in  1833,  when  he  was  attacked  by  a  fever 
and  died  October  13th  of  that  year. 

He  had  nine  children,  of  whom  we  shall  notice  two  sons — 
Chandler  Robbins  and  Winthrop  Sargent. 

Chandler  Robbins  Gilman  w^as  born  at  Marietta,  September  6, 
1802  ;  died  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  September  26,  1865. 

His  early  education  was  received  at  Phillips'  Academy,  Andover, 
and  at  Harvard  University.  He  was  graduated  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1824,  the  medical  department  of  which  he  entered 
under  the  auspices  of  the  eminent  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish,  whose  character, 
both  personal  and  professional,  made  a  lasting  impression  on  the 
mind  of  his  pupil. 

On  commencing  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Gilman 
removed  to  New  York  City,  and  married   Serena,  daughter  of  the 
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then  well-known  merchant,  Martin  Hoffman,  Sen.,  November  3,  1825. 
The  trials  and  privations  of  the  young  man  who,  while  struggling 
upward  in  his  profession,  has  no  resources  but  the  scanty  means 
afforded  by  it,  were  endured  to  their  utmost  by  Dr.  Gilman,  and  the 
bitterness  of  those  early  days  was  never  forgotten,  but  brought  forth 
precious  fruit  in  the  intensely  painful  sympathy  which  he  ever  after 
felt  for  those  enduring  similar  trials. 

During  the  year  1835  I^^-  Gilman's  health  became  seriously 
impaired  by  a  severe  and  protracted  attack  of  neuralgic  rheumatism, 
which  greatly  prostrated  him.  In  the  hope  of  rein vigo rating  his 
enfeebled  constitution  he  visited,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Martin  Hoffman,  the  pictured  rocks  of  Lake  Superior.  This  entire 
change  of  scene  and  occupation  was  of  very  great  servnce,  and  he 
returned  home,  after  a  few  months  of  hardships  and  exposure,  in 
perfect  health.  The  letters  written  during  his  absence  in  this  then 
unfrequented  region,  rarely  visited  by  any  but  the  Indian  trader,  were 
published  on  his  return  in  a  volume  entitled  Life  on  the  Lakes;  he 
also  published  a  volume  of  tales,  Legends  of  a  Log  Cabin,  and  assisted 
his  relative,  Charles  Fenno  Hoffman,  in  editing  the  American  Monthly 
Magazine,  thus  eking  out  by  his  pen  the  scanty  professional  income 
which  was  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  increasing  family. 

In  November,  1840,  he  was  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York,  and  all  seemed  to  promise  a  bright  and 
cloudless  future ;  but  the  trials  already  past  were  felt  to  be  as  nothing 
when,  in  the  winter  of  184 1-2,  he  was  bereaved  of  two  children  and  of 
the  wife  whose  tenderness  and  devotion  had  cheered  the  gloomiest 
hours  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Gilman  was  born  February  28,  1803,  and  died 
February  28,  1842. 

Dr.  Gilman  married,  September  19,  1844,  Miss  Hannah  Hawkhurst 
Marshall,  born  February  9,  1822,  daughter  of  Capt.  David  Marshall 
of  New  York,  and  the  next  eighteen  years  were  passed  in  health  and 
comfort,  marred  by  one  sore  trial,  the  death  of  a  favourite  son,  in  1857. 

Fond  of  all  social  enjoyment,  he  particularly  delighted  in 
welcoming   to   his   own   table   those   whose   intellect,   cultivation    or 
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native  intelligence  made  them  congenial  associates.  On  such  occa- 
sions his  conversational  talent  displayed  itself  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
not  only  by  what  he  himself  said,  but  by  the  happy  art  which  he 
possessed  of  drawing  out  the  views  of  others  on  the  subject  on  which 
they  were  best  fitted  to  converse.  His  great  love  of  reading,  however, 
beguiled  most  of  his  leisure  hours,  until  the  knowledge  of  how  much 
the  members  of  his  profession  abroad  were  learning  from  microscopic 
investigation,  and  the  arrival  of  M.  Agassiz  in  America,  in  1847, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  zoology  and  kindred  sciences,  as 
illustrated  by  the  microscope. 

The  attractions  of  scientific  study,  intellectual  pursuits,  and 
social  intercourse,  were  so  keenly  felt  by  Dr.  Gil  man,  that  there  were 
moments,  especially  in  his  declining  years,  when  the  routine  of  his 
profession  became  irksome  to  him,  and  he  wearied  of  the  inevitable 
demands  upon  his  time.  This  was  not  the  case,  however,  as  to  the 
college  and  his  duties  there  ;  of  these  he  never  tired,  devoting  constant 
thought  and  energy  to  increasing  the  usefulness  and  prosperity  of  the 
institution  ;  indeed,  his  failing  health  brought  with  it  no  keener  pang 
than  that  caused  by  the  necessity  of  resigning  the  chair  he  had  filled 
so  many  years. 

On  first  becoming  Professor  he  wrote  out  a  course  of  lectures,  but 
in  after  years  merely  used  notes  and  spoke  extemporaneously.  As  a 
lecturer  he  was  exceedingly  popular  and  as  a  teacher  very  successful : 
his  great  aim  being  not  only  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  his  pupils 
the  right  course  to  pursue,  but  to  make  them  understand  the  reason 
why  it  was  the  right  course.  No  means  were  neglected  to  fix  the 
attention  of  his  hearers ;  anecdote,  illustration,  argument,  were  all 
pressed  into  the  service,  and  if,  at  times,  his  irresistible  love  of  humour 
betrayed  him  into  a  sally  which  provoked  the  class  to  too  uproarious 
mirth,  a  stinging  sarcasm  was  sure  to  follow  and  restore  order. 

When  the  death  of  Prof.  John  B.  Beck,  in  1851,  left  vacant  the 
chair  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  College,  a  short  course  on  that 
subject  was  added  to  the  other  duties  of  Prof.  Gilman.  For  some 
years  he  had  been  a  favourite  witness  in  cases  where  a  medical  expert 
was  required,  having  a  peculiarly  happy  faculty  of  giving  evidence 
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clearly  and  to  the  point.  In  the  words  of  his  lifelong  friend,  Dr. 
W.  C.  Roberts :  "  In  few  legal  cases  of  interest  to  the  community, 
relating  either  to  insanity  or  the  obstetric  art,  was  he  not  consulted 
by  the  ablest  members  of  the  bar ;  in  many  he  appeared  publicly  as  a 
witness,  and  here  he  greatly  distinguished  himself.  The  qualities  of 
his  mind,  quick  and  logical,  his  clearness  of  perception,  accurate 
knowledge  and  fearlessness  of  temperament,  his  natural  dignity  and 
good  humour,  rendered  him  a  model  witness.  He  had  the  happy 
faculty  of  saying  just  what  he  knew,  just  what  he  meant,  and  neither 
less  nor  more  than  was  required.  He  could  not  be  badgered  or 
intimidated,  saw  through  and  easily  avoided  the  legal  meshes  laid  to 
ensnare  him,  and  parried  and  returned  with  interest  the  thrusts  that 
were  aimed  at  him,  often  disconcerting  his  interrogator.  His  bearing 
on  the  stand  was  dignified  and  ceremoniously  polite,  his  replies  clear, 
precise  and  in  unprofessional  language  no  quibble  entangled  him, 
and  no  subtlety  escaped  his  notice  and  rebuke." 

On  one  occasion  the  opposite  counsel  attempted  to  destroy  the 
effect  of  Dr.  Gilman's  evidence  by  quoting  against  him  certain  medical 
writers,  with  the  question,  "  Are  not  these  standard  works  on  this 
subject?"  "They  are  good  works,  certainly,  Mr.  B.,  but  are  rather 
old."  "  In  our  profession,"  persisted  the  lawyer,  "  the  old  books  are 
the  best  books."  "True,  sir,"  replied  Dr.  Gilman,  "the  law  is  not  a 
progressive  science." 

The  professional  opinion  of  Dr.  Gilman  was  anxiously  sought 
and  highly  valued  in  obscure  or  difficult  cases  of  disease,  his  brethren 
well  knowing  that  it  was  never  given  without  patient  investigation 
and  profound  thought.  Ever  willing  to  confess  that  a  subject  puzzled 
him,  he  was  most  unwilling  to  be  baffled  by  it  and  neglected  no 
means  of  arriving  at  a  just  and  wise  conclusion.  He  performed  many 
important  operations  in  his  special  branch  of  the  profession  with  skill 
and  success;  still  he  was  eminent  rather  than  popular  as  a  practitioner; 
for,  although  sympathising  keenly  with  real  suffering  and  distress,  he 
had  but  little  tolerance  for  fancied  or  exaggerated  ailments.  His 
well-known  carelessness  in  dress  and  manner  were  also  unfavourable 
to  very  general  popularity  ;  indeed,  his  disregard  of  the  conventional 
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usages  of  society  was,  perhaps,  his  greatest  foible,  but  it  is  only  just 
to  say,  in  this  connection,  that  he  was  ever  carefully  courteous  to  those 
who,  from  no  fault  of  their  own,  had  fallen  below  the  worldly  position 
to  which  birth  or  education  entitled  them  —  his  wealthy  patients 
never  saw  the  deferential  manner  he  assumed  toward  the  careworn 
wife  of  the  harassed  clerk  or  half-paid  clergyman.  Conscious  of  this, 
he  one  day  jestingly  said,  "You  should  have  seen  me  take  off  my 
glove  to-day  to  shake  hands  with  poor  Mrs.  B.  I  flatter  myself  I 
never  neglect  those  little  attentions,  I  mean  to  such  people." 

In  1863  the  health  of  Dr.  Gilman,  which  had  for  some  time  been 
impaired  by  disease  of  the  heart  and  kidneys,  seemed  about  to  fail,  a 
distressing  feature  of  his  case  being  attacks  of  difficulty  of  breathing, 
so  severe  at  times  as  to  make  one  feel  that  each  moment  might  be  the 
last.  A  quiet  summer,  passed  amid  the  beautiful  hills  near  Pompton, 
N.J.,  gave  him  strength  for  the  exertions  of  the  winter,  but  the 
improvement  was  only  temporary,  and  although  the  ordinary  duties 
of  his  practice  and  professorship  were  performed  as  heretofore,  it  was 
with  daily  increasing  effort,  until,  when  spring  came,  his  physicians, 
who  were  also  near  and  dear  friends,  advised  a  permanent  removal 
from  New  York  as  the  only  course  remaining. 

In  May,  1864,  Dr.  Gilman  left  the  city,  where  forty  years  of 
professional  life  had  been  passed,  for  a  quiet  home  in  Middletown, 
Connecticut.  The  evening  of  the  26th  of  September,  1865,  was  spent 
by  Dr.  Gilman  in  the  family  circle ;  a  keener  enjoyment  being  added 
by  the  presence  of  his  old  and  valuable  friend  and  colleague,  Prof. 
Willard  Parker  of  New  York. 

The  hour  for  rest  came,  and  the  household  was  almost  hushed, 
when  she,  who  had  watched  and  soothed  him  through  so  many 
sleepless  and  suffering  nights,  was  startled  by  the  cessation  of  his 
breathing,  and  found,  as  the  dim  terror  took  shape  and  turned  to  life- 
long anguish,  that  he  would  awake  no  more. 

He  had  six  daughters  and  five  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest  surviving 
is  Mr.  Daniel  T.  Gilman  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  U.S.A.,  President  of 
the  National  Bank,  &c. 
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The  youngest  son  of  Benjamin  Ives  Gilman  was 

WiNTHROP  Sargent  Gilman,  born  at  Marietta,  March  28,  i  J 
married  at  Carrollton,  Illinois,  December  4,  1834,  Abia  Swift,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Lippincott,  born  July  3,  181 7. 

]\Ir.  Gilman  was  taken  to  Philadelphia  at  the  age  of  five  years, 
and  was  educated  in  the  best  schools  of  that  city.  In  1823  he  removed 
to  New  York  City,  and  began  his  mercantile  career  as  clerk  in  a 
shipping  house.  Active  and  faithful,  he  gained  the  entire  confidence 
of  his  employer,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  was  sent  to  Cincinnati 
and  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  important  trusts.  For  three  years  he 
continued  his  visits  to  the  West  and  New  Orleans,  conducting  business 
on  joint  account  with  others,  and  in  1829  settled  at  Alton,  Illinois.  At 
Alton  he  became  acquainted  with  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Lippincott,  who  had  removed  to  Illinois  from  New  York  a  few  years 
before.  In  1834  ]\Ir.  Gilman  was  married  to  Abia  Swift  Lippincott, 
who  was  a  young  lady  of  fine  intellect.  During  his  residence  in  Alton 
the  excitement  ran  high  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery, 
and  Rev.  Elijah  P.  Lovejoy,  editor  of  a  religious  newspaper  called 
The  Alton  Observer^  was  violently  persecuted  and  his  printing  press 
was  destroyed.  A  new  press  was  procured  by  his  friends,  and,  on  its 
arriv^al,  Mr.  Gilman,  though  not  a  member  of  the  Abolition  Society, 
opened  his  warehouse  and  received  it  on  storage.  An  enraged  and 
armed  mob  determined  to  destroy  the  press.  Under  the  authority  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  city,  a  number  of  citizens  assembled  in  the  building 
to  defend  the  press,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Gilman.  On  the  night  of 
November  7th,  1837,  the  celebrated  Lovejoy  Riot  occurred,  which 
resulted  in  the  killing  of  Mr.  Lovejoy,  the  wounding  of  others,  the 
firing  of  the  building  and  the  destruction  of  the  press.  The  commercial 
interests  of  Alton  were  prostrated  by  these  events,  causing  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Gilman  to  St.  Louis  in  1843,  where  he  was  very  successful  in 
his  business  affairs.  In  1849  he  removed  to  the  City  of  New  York, 
which  place  he  had  left  just  twenty  years  before,  where  he  has  for 
many  years  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  banking.  He  died  in 
1884,  leaving  four  sons,  viz.,  Arthur,  AVinthrop  Sargent,  Theodore 
and  Benjamin  Ives,  also  several  daughters. 
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Arthur  Gilman,  born  at  Alton,  June  21,  1837  ;  married  April 
12,  i860,  at  Lee,  Massachusetts,  Amy  Cooke,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Samuel  Ball  of  that  place.  After  having  pursued  his  studies 
in  New  York  City  and  elsewhere,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Halsted  and  Gilman  and  engaged  successfully  in  the  banking  business 
in  New  York.  The  firm  was  subsequently  dissolved  and  the  present 
firm  of  Gilman,  Son  and  Co.  was  formed. 

In  1862  ]\Ir.  Gilman's  lungs  became  so  seriously  affected  by  his 
business  confinement  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  him  to  seek  the 
repose  of  country  life.  Giving  up  business,  he  removed,  in  1862,  to  Lee, 
bought  his  present  place,  Glynllyn,  and  was  providentially  restored  to 
health.  Besides  taking  an  active  interest  in  agricultural  affairs,  he 
has  worked  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education  in  Berkshire 
and  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  Press.  In  1865  he  visited 
England,  to  see  with  his  own  eyes  the  Gilmans  there  and  the  towns  of 
Hingham,  Caston,  Norwich  and  Wymondham,  which  are  connected 
with  his  family  history.  Subsequently  he  made  a  brief  tour  on  the 
continent,  spending  some  time  in  Paris  and  Rome.  In  1867  Williams' 
College  conferred  on  Mr.  Gilman  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts.  In  1870  his  health  was  sufiiciently  restored  to  permit  him  to 
take  his  famil}^  to  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.S.A.  In  1876  he  devised  a 
plan  for  the  systematic  education  of  women  by  the  Professors  of 
Harvard  University,  which  subsequently  took  the  form  of  "  The 
Society  for  the  Collegiate  Instruction  of  Women,"  familiarly  known 
as  "  The  Harvard  Annex,"  of  which  he  became  the  executive  officer. 
In  1894  this  society  was  incorporated  as  Radcliffe  College,  and 
Mr.  Gilman  was  made  its  Regent.  Mr.  Gilman  has  given  much 
attention  to  the  study  of  education  both  in  the  direction  of  college 
work  and  in  secondary  instruction,  but  his  publications  have  been 
in  the  line  of  English  Literature  and  History.  He  has  written 
much  for  the  periodical  press,  and  in  book  form  has  published  the 
following  works  : — "  The  Gilman  Family  traced  in  the  Line  of 
Hon.  John  Gilman,  of  Exeter,  N.H."  (Albany,  N.Y.,  1869);  "First 
Steps  in  English  Literature"  (Boston,  1870);  "Kings,  Queens, 
and  Barbarians,  or  Talks  about  Seven  Historic  Ages"  (1870); 
"First   Steps  in  General   History:    A  Suggestive  Outline"   (1874); 
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"Shakespeare's  Morals,"  with  brief  Collateral  Readings  and  Scriptural 
References  (New  York,  1879);  "History  of  the  American  People" 
(Boston,  1883);  "Tales  of  the  Pathfinders"  (1884);  "The  Story  of 
Rome"  (New  York  and  London,  1885);  "Short  Stories  from  the 
Dictionary"  (Boston,  1886);  and  "  Story  of  the  Saracens"  (New  York 
and  London,  1886).  He  has  also  edited  and  contributed  to  "Boston, 
Past  and  Present"  (Boston,  1873);  "Library  of  Religious  Poetry" 
(New  York  and  London,  1880);  "The  Kingdom  of  Home:  Homely 
Poems  for  Home  Lovers"  (Boston,  i88i)  ;  "Magna  Charta  Stories" 
(Boston  and  London,  1882)  ;  "The  Story  of  the  Nation  Series;"  and 
an  "  Index  to  the  Complete  Edition  of  the  Works  of  Samuel  Taylor 
Coleridge"  (New  York,  1884).  He  also  edited  "The  Poetical  Works 
of  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  to  which  are  appended  Poems  attributed  to 
Chaucer"  (three  vols.,  Boston  and  London,  1879).  In  this  work  the 
editor  printed  for  the  first  time,  for  the  general  reader,  the  famous 
Ellesmere  text  of  the  Canterbury  tales. 

Arthur  Gilman  was  married  the  second  time  at  Christ  Church, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  July  11,  1876,  by  the  late  Bishop  Phillips  Brooks, 
to  Stella  Scott,  daughter  of  the  late  David  Scott,  Esq.,  of  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. 

Children  of  Arthur  Gilman  : 

Grace,  born  in  Morrisania,  Westchester  County,  N.Y.  (now  New 

York  City),  June  6,  i86r. 
Winthrop    Sargent,  born    in  New  York  City,  May  24,    1862; 

died  at  Lee,  Massachusetts,  March  14,  1863. 
Rose  Rysse,  born   at  Glynllyn,  Lee,  Mass.,  August  21,  1863; 

married  December  6,  1884,  Henry  Oscar  Houghton,  jun., 

of  Cambridge,  Mass.     They  have    one  child,  Rosamond, 

born  August  11,  1894. 
Margaret,  born  at  Glynllyn,  Lee,  ]\Iass.,  May  22,  1866. 
Dorothea  Lippincott,  born   at   Cambridge,   Middlesex  County, 

Mass.,  May  30,  1877. 
Alice,  born  at  Lanesbro',  Berkshire  County,  August  26,  1878; 

died  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  May  10,  1890. 
Arthur  Scott,  born  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  October  25,  1879. 


ARTHUR    OILMAN,    Esq.,   A.M., 

Regent  of  Radeliffe  College,  Cambriage,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
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WiNTHROP  Sargent  Gilman,  born  September  2S,  1839  ;  married 
in  New  York  City,  October  23,  1861,  Anna  Canfield,  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  F.  Park  of  that  city.  After  pursuing  preparatory 
studies  in  New  York  City,  he  entered  Williams'  College  in  the  class  of 
1859.  He  was  a  member  of  the  scientific  expedition  sent  by  the 
College  to  the  West  Indies  in  the  spring  of  1857.  He  became  much 
interested  in  art  matters,  and  studied  the  subject  of  architecture  until 
he  became  very  desirous  to  visit  the  wonders  of  beauty  and  taste  in 
the  old  world.  His  college  duties  were  interrupted  the  second  time 
by  a  trip  to  England  and  the  continent  of  Europe,  which  he  made  in 
1859,  and  during  which  he  examined  with  care  most  of  the  models  of 
architecture  in  the  countries  he  visited.  Upon  his  return  he  entered 
into  business  in  New  York  with  his  father  and  brothers  and  did  not 
resume  his  collegiate  studies.  In  1864  he  was  advised  to  visit  a 
warmer  climate,  on  account  of  a  weakness  of  the  lungs,  and  accord- 
ingly he  sailed  for  Cuba  and  the  Isle  of  Pines,  arriving  at  Havana  in 
March.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eldest  sister.  Returning 
from  the  South,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  hoping  to  find  relief 
in  the  pure  air  of  that  city.  He  was  subsequently  called  to  the  East, 
and  building  his  present  dwelling,  Fcrji  Lodge,  on  the  Palisades,  over- 
looking the  Hudson  River  and  Tappan  Zee,  he  entered  again  into 
his  old  business,  visiting  New  York  every  day.  He  has  been  much 
interested  in  the  study  of  astronomy,  making  observations  with  the 
telescope,  the  results  of  which  have  some  of  them  been  published. 
He  has  contributed  several  articles  on  this  subject  to  the  Riverside 
Magazine.  In  1866  he  revisited  Europe,  accompanied  by  his  sister 
Julia,  and  joining  his  older  brother  and  sisters  Helen  and  Alice,  made 
visits  to  various  parts  of  the  continent.  Mr.  Gilman  is  much  interested 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  place  of  his  residence,  in  educational  and 
religious  matters.  He  is  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Palisades  and  has  become  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
old  school  branch  of  that  denomination  and  continues  to  reside  at 
Palisades,  N.Y.  Was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly 
at  Saratoga,  N.Y.,  1890,  and  by  that  body  made  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  a  Revision  of  the  Westminster  Confession.  Has  written 
much  upon  the  subject,  and  is  greatly  interested  in  the  subject  of 
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church  unity  and  a  wider  spirit  of  toleration  within  his  own  immediate 
denomination. 

The  children  of  Winthrop  Sargent  Gilman  are  as  follows  : 

Bertha  de  la  Vergne,  born  June  8,  1863  ;  married  James  Bleecker, 
Jun.,  of  New  York  City,  Sept.  8,  1892  ;  has  one  child, 
Anthony  Lispenard,  born  Nov.  5,  1893. 

Winthrop 

Charles  Park,  born  July  19,  1865. 

Anna  Park,  born  Feb.  25,  1872  ;  married  Robert  Carmer  Hill, 
of  Philadelphia,  June  2,  1894. 

Theodore  Gilman,  born  January  2nd,  1841,  in  Alton,  Illinois; 
married,  in  New  York  City,  October  22nd,  1863,  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Stephen  H.  Tyng,  Elizabeth  Drinker,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Samuel  C.  Paxson,  of  that  city.  ]\Ir.  Gilman  was  graduated  at 
Williams'  College,  Mass.,  in  the  class  of  1862.  After  graduation  he 
entered  the  banking  house  of  his  father  and  brothers,  Messrs.  Gilman, 
Son  and  Co.,  New  York,  in  which  he  became  a  partner,  and  where  he 
now  continues.  He  resided  in  the  City  of  New  York  until  1879,  when 
he  removed  to  Yonkers,  N.Y.,  his  present  residence.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Union  League  Club  and  of  various  other  literary,  social  and 
benevolent  organizations.  Though  in  active  business  he  is  a  writer 
upon  finance,  scientific  and  social  subjects. 

The  following  are  the  children  of  Theodore  Gilman  : 

Samuel  Paxson,  born  Nov.  21,  1864;  died  March  27,  1876. 

Winthrop  Sargent,  born  March  16,  1867  ;  died  Oct.  28,  1870. 

Frances  Paxson,  born  Dec.  13,  1870. 

Theodore,  born  Feb.  21,  1873. 

Edith  Lippincott,  born  Feb.  21,  1873  ;  died  May  29,  1874. 

Beverly  Hale,  born  Aug.  28,  1874;  died  Aug.  2,  1875. 

Helen  Ives,  born  Feb.  i^.,  1877. 

Harold  Drinker,  born  March  30,  1878;  died  Sept.  12,  1886. 

Robbins,  born  March  30,  1878. 

Elizabeth  Bethune,  born  June  16,  1881. 
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Benjamin  Ives  Gilman,  born  in  New  York  City,  Feb.  19th,  1852; 
married  at  Cooperstown,  New  York,  Sept.  14th,  1892,  Cornelia  Moore, 
daughter  of  the  late  James  M.  Dunbar  of  New  York  City.  After 
preparatory  studies  in  New  York,  he  entered  Williams'  College  in  the 
class  of  1872,  but  soon  left  on  account  of  illness  and  spent  two  years 
in  travel  abroad  and  in  Florida.  After  further  study  in  New  York  he 
entered,  in  1873,  the  banking  business  with  his  father  and  brothers. 
In  1879  he  again  took  up  the  life  of  a  student,  spending  the  following 
ten  years  in  the  pursuit  of  philosophical  subjects  at  Johns  Hopkins 
and  Harvard  Universities,  at  the  University  of  Berlin,  in  Paris  and  in 
Italy.  In  1890  and  1891  he  lectured  on  the  psychology  of  the  art  of 
music  at  Colorado,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Harvard  and  Columbia  Colleges. 
In  1892  he  was  appointed  Instructor  in  Psychology  at  Clark  University, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  and  the  following  year  Curator  at  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass.,  a  position  he  now  (1895)  holds.  Mr.  Gilman 
has  published  several  papers  on  philosophical  topics  in  various  scientific 
periodicals  at  home  and  abroad. 


In  this  Chapter  of  the  Gilmans  of  America  it  seems  fitting  that  a 
short  notice  should  appear  of  Robert  Winthrop  Gillman,  M.D.,  of 
Detroit,  U.S.A.,  whose  family  is  given  in  the  Chapter  on  the  Gillmans 
of  Ireland,  pages  71  to  78,  "The  Gillmans  of  Belrose,  Co.  Cork." 

Robert  Winthrop  Gillman  is  the  only  surviving  son  of  Henry 
Gillman,  Esq.,  now  residing  at  Detroit,  and  formerly  the  United  States 
Consul  at  Jerusalem  for  Palestine  in  the  years  1886  to  1891.  (See 
pages  77  and  78.) 

He  was  born  at  Detroit  on  the  2nd  November,  1865  ;  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  M.D.  from  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine  in  1887. 
He  was  appointed,  in  1 887,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  British  Ophthalmic 
Hospital,  Jerusalem,  under  the  patronage  of  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  Travelled  in  Europe,  Asia  Minor  and  Africa,  twice  ascending 
the  Nile  to  above  the  Second  Cataract,  into  the  Tropics  and  Nubia,  in 
1888.     After   continuing   the  prosecution   of  his  medical  studies  in 
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Vienna,  Berlin,  Paris  and  London,  Dr.  Gillman  returned  to  Detroit, 
where  he  is  at  present  (1895)  Clinical  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  and 
Otology  in  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine ;  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to 
St.  Mary's  Hospital  ;  Ophthalmologist  to  the  Woman's  Hospital  and 
Foundling's  Home,  &c.  He  is  a  Member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  and  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society,  &c.,  &c. ;  and 
has  printed  several  original  papers  on  subjects  connected  with  his 
profession. 


GiLLMANS  OF  SoUTH  CAROLINA. — Henry  Gillman  of  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  emigrated  to  the  Colony  of  South  Carolina  in  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  He  married  into  the  family  of  the  Remberts, 
Huguenots  of  high  character  and  considerable  wealth.  He  had  two 
children,  George  and  Ann  Rebecca,  the  latter  born  in  1773.  Both 
parents  died  whilst  the  children  were  young.  Ann  Rebecca  Gillman 
was  brought  up  by  the  Hon.  James  Rembert  of  Rembert  Hall,  and  at 
his  house  she  married  the  Rev.  Isaac  Smith,  grandson  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Smith,  a  colonial  clergyman,  who  came  from  London  to 
Virginia  in  1726.  Their  son,  George  Gillman  Smith,  married  in  1804, 
Susan  Howard,  and  was  the  father  of,  amongst  others,  the  Rev. 
George  Gillman  Smith,  D.D.,  now  residing  at  Vineville,  Macon,  Geo. 


ROBERT    WINTHROP    GILLMAN,    Esq.,    M.D., 

Clinical  Professor  of  Opthalmology,  Detroit  College  of  Medicine  ;  and  Opthabnic 
Surgeon  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  ^c,  Detroit,  Michigan,  U.S.A. 


Chapter  XIV. 
The  Gilnians  of  Belgium. 

THE    Gilmans   of  Belgium,   of  whom   the  present   head   of  the 
family  is  Alphonse  Marie  Joseph  Frederic  Baron  de  Gilman 
of  Zebenbergen,    trace    their  descent    directly  from   Thomas 
Gilman,  who  resided   at  La  Boverie,  in   the  parish  of  Fettine,  near 
Liege,  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

Thomas  Gilmaii  had  five  children,  of  whom  his  second  son,  Thomas^ 
was  his  heir  and  successor. 

Thomas  Gilman  the  second  became  an  Alderman  of  Liege,  and 
died  in  1520,  his  will  being  dated  the  7th  of  August  in  that  year.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  also  named  Thomas  Gilman,  who  built 
at  Liege  the  house  in  which  he  resided,  called  Bethleem,  in  the  Rue 
du  Pont,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Catherine.  His  successor  was  his 
eldest  son  and  was  again  named  Thomas,  who  was  called  the  'advocaf.' 
He  named  his  eldest  son  and  heir  Thomas. 

This  Thomas  Gilman  was  a  licentiate  in  law  and  a  barrister  in 
Namur,  and  married  Anne  Martha,  but  of  his  children  nothing  is 
known. 

After  this  time  Bethleem  seems  to  have  become  the  property  of  a 
Pirotte  Gilman,  Councillor  of  the  city  of  Liege,  whose  third  son,  Jean, 
succeeded  him. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  are  five  generations  of  Gilmans 
succeeding  one  another  all  named  Thomas,  a  very  English  Christian 
name  and  a  very  uncommon  one  in  Belgium,  as  the  writer  is  informed 
by  the  present  British  Vice-Consul  at  Brussels,  to  whom  he  is  indebted 
for  much  information  concerning  the  Belgium  family  of  Gilmans. 

U 
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The  reader  will  remember  how  common  the  Christian  name  of 
ThoTnas  was  amongst  the  Bristol  Gilmans  of  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  Is  it  possible  that  these  Belgian  Gilmans  came  originally 
from  Bristol  r  We  know  that  connected  with  the  wool  and  weaving 
trade  there  was  much  communication  and  traffic  between  Flanders 
and  Bristol  both  in  the  fifteenth  century  and  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  Liege  was  at  that  time  a  great  centre  of  wool  manufacture. 

It  is  true  that  the  name  of  Gilman  is  apparently  to  be  found  at 
an  earlier  date  than  the  fifteenth  century  in  Liege,  and  hence  Baron 
de  Gilman's  family  have  considered  that  they  are  of  ancient  Flemish 
origin ;  but  it  is  also  singular  that  for  the  first  five  generations  that 
they  are  able  to  trace  the  family  in  a  continuous  line,  the  English 
Christian  name  of  Thomas  is  so  carefully  handed  down  from  father  to 
son. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  John  Gylmyn,  'Gentleman  Harbinger' 
to  Queen  Mary,  married  in  the  year  1539  a  Belgian  lady,  named 
Susan  Hornebolt  of  Ghent,  in  Flanders.  This  would  seem  to  point 
to  some  connection  at  that  time  between  the  Gilmans  of  Flanders  and 
those  of  England  (see  page  32). 

In  support  of  the  Flemish  theory  of  origin  some  searches  evidently 
made  for  the  Baron's  family  have  shown  that  Johans  Gilmans,  market- 
keeper,  is  mentioned  in  an  unpublished  charter  of  1280,  which  forms 
a  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Dominicans  at  Liege.  Jean  Gillieman, 
also  a  market-keeper,  is  mentioned  in  "  Hembricourt,"  page  317,  line 
23,  counting  upwards  (Salbray's  edition). 

Lefort  has  preserved  the  following  epitaphs,  all  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  which  were  formerly  in  the  Church  of  the  Franciscans.  Most 
of  them  were  accompanied  by  coats  of  arms  ;  unfortunately,  contrary 
to  his  custom,  Lefort  neglected  to  give  drawings  of  them  : — 

"Anno  diii  MCCC  septimo  in  crastino  purificationis  be  Virginis 
obiit  Joannes  dcs  Gilemans  civ.  Leod.*  or.  pro  eo." 

"  Anno  dni  M.CCC.  decimo  septimo  feria  tercia  post  Epiphaniam 
Dni  obiit  Nicolaus  dcs  Gillemans  hallarius  Leod.  or.  pro  eo." 

*  Leodium,  the  Latin  name  for  Liege. 
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"  Anno  dni  M.CCC. XXIII  iclibus  junii  obiit  Margareta  quondam 
uxor  Johis  dicti  Gilleman,  aia  ejus  requiescat  in  pace  amen."' 

"  Anno  dni  MCCC.XXVII  in  die  Michaelis  obiit  Egidius  dictus 
Gillemans  civis  Leodiensis  orate  pro  eo  ad  Diim," 

"  Anno  dni  M.CCC.VII  in  crastino  octavar.  Purificationis  b.  virg. 
ob.  ida  filia  quondam  Gerardi  de  novo  vico  (de  Neuvicej  uxor  Egidii, 
dci  Gilleman  orate  pro  ea." 

"  Lan  M.CCC. LX  et  XV.  XXI  jours  de  mois  doctobre  trespassat 
damoiselle  Alaroie  fille  jadis  Gilhes  Gilmans  et  feme. 

"  Chi  gist  Johans  Gilleman  ki  trespassat  lan  M.CCC. LV.  XII 
jour  en  decembre.  Chi  gist  damoiselle  Biatris  sa  feiTie  ki  trespassat 
lan  M.CCC. LVI.  XVI  jour  de  septembre.  Chi  gist  Johan  leur  fils 
ki  trespassat  lan  M.CCC. LXVII." 

'*  Chi  giest  damoiselle  Ide  Gillemande*  beghine  ki  de  ses  biens 
donat  largement  pour  fonder  ceste  capelle  ki  trespassat  Tan  M.CCC  et 
XLVI  le  tier  jour  de  mois  de  septembre  prijs  por  li." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  dates  of  many  of  these  inscriptions  of 
1307  to  1360  are  nearly  contemporaneous  with  the  early  records  of  the 
Bristol  Gylmyns,  given  in  Chapter  VII.,  though  the  earliest  of  the 
Belgian  ones  is  nearly  fifty  years  later  than  the  first  Bristol  record. 
Those  of  John  Gylemyn,  the  King's  IMarshal,  commence  in  1261  and 
extend  to  13 15,  whilst  those  of  William  Gylmyn,  Clcricus,  extend  from 
131 1  to  133 1,  he  being  also  probably  the  same  as  William  Gylmyn, 
the  Member  of  Parliament  for  Canterbury  in  1326-7. 

The  early  settlement  of  Gylmyns  in  Belgium  may  have  arisen  in 
this  way.  In  the  year  1274  Edward  L,  then  travelling  on  his  way 
from  Palestine  to  England,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Henry  III., 
to  claim  the  Crown,  made  a  special  treaty  with  the  Counts  of  Flanders 
in  connection  with  the  wool  manufacturers  and  the  trade  therein 
between  the  two  countries.  King  Edward  and  a  deputation  of  English 
merchants  from  London  met  Count  Guy  of  Flanders  at  Montreuil  and 
arranged  a  settlement  of  the  disputes,  confiscations  and  reprisals  that 

*  The  ancient  Liegeoii5,  like  the  Germans  and  Poles,  who  have  kej)t  this  custom  to  the 
present  time,  often  give  a  feminine  termination  to  proper  names.  Thus  Gerard  Surlet,  in  his  will 
of  the  year  1338  (which  was  unknown  to  Lefort),  gives  to  his  sister  the  name  of  Jeanne  Siirlette, 
and  Hembricourt  speaks  somewhere  of  the  Matheneresses,  who  were  the  daughters  of  ilathon. 
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had  been  going  on  in  the  previous  reign  of  Henry  III.  connected  with 
English  wool  exported  to  Flanders  and  Flemish  manufactured  goods 
in  England.* 

It  is  possible  at  this  time  that  the  Gylmyns  coming  from  Bristol, 
England,  settled  at  Liege  in  Flanders.  It  is,  however,  singular  that 
at  the  early  period  of  the  above  inscriptions  in  Flanders  the  name 
is  found  spelt  with  the  terminating  syllable  man  as  at  the  present 
time  in  England,  and  not  myn  as  originally  and  universally  at  that 
time  in  this  country.  In  no  case  in  England  is  it  to  be  found  spelt 
man  before  the  middle  or  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century.  On 
the  other  hand,  man  might  be  the  correct  phonetic  rendering  in  the 
Flemish  of  that  period  of  myni  in  English. 

The  coat  of  arms  borne  by  the  Belgian  Gilmans  is  not  similar 
to  that  of  any  of  the  English  Gilmans  or  Gillmans,  but  as  they  were 
probably  not  granted  arms  till  some  time  after  they  were  resident  in 
Belgium,  this  is  not  necessarily  any  argument  to  show  that  they  were 
a  distinct  family. 

Arnold  Ferdinand  Gilman,  lord  of  Ranst  and  Alilleghem,  the 
ninth  in  descent  from  the  first  Thomas  Gilman,  was  created  a 
Chevalier  of  the  Holy  Empire  t  on  Feb.  11,  1770,  and  Baron  de  Gilman 
de  Zevenbergen  on  March  2,  1 771,  by  the  Empress  Marie  Therese, 
the  title  having  descended  to  his  grandson,  Frederic  Joseph,  the 
present  Baron  de  Gilman. 

The  arms  borne  by  the  family  are  :  First  and  fourth  quarters, 
gules,  with  a  deer's  head  and  neck,  argent ;  second  and  third  sable, 
with  eight  fleur  de  lis,  argent,  3,  2,  3.  Crest:  Dexter,  a  deer's  head 
and  neck,  argent ;  sinister,  a  fleur  de  lis,  argent. 

The  barons  surmount  their  coat  of  arms  with  a  crown,  surrounded 
by  nine  pearls  and  supported  by  two  savages  armed  with  clubs. 

In  the  Church  of  Lettine,  where  Thomas  Gilman  of  La  Boverie 
was  buried  in  the  year  1602,  is  a  stained  glass  window  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  representing  the  family  arms  with  the  head  and  neck 
of  a  deer  for  the  crest. 

*  Rymer  ii.  24,  32-34.  f  Formerly  the  name  of  the  German  Empire. 
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The  existing  family  of  Baron  de  Gilman  trace  their  descent 
from 

I.     Thomas  Gilman,  who  lived  at  La  Boverie,  in  the  parish  of 
Fettine,  near  Liege.     Lie  had  several  children  : 

1.  Colard  (151 1). 

2.  Thomas,  heir  and  successor. 

3.  Libert.     Will  dated  the  28th  of  April,  1506,  in  favour 

of  his  children  :  Colard,  Jenon,  Maron  and 
Cathon.  His  widow,  whose  name  we  do  not 
know,  married,  secondly,  Gielet  Benoit,  with 
whom  she  was  living  in  151 1. 

4.  Stienne  (151 1,  1533). 

5.  Maroie  (1506), 

11.     Thomas    Gilman    of    La   Boverie  ;    will    dated   the    7th    of 
August,  1520  (Alderman  of  Liege,  principal  registry, 
1520-1524,  fol.  135).     He  left  by  Catherine  del  Vaux, 
his  wife : 
I.  Johan  (1520,  1538).     He  was  the  father  of 

a.  Thomas  Gilman  of  La  Boverie,  born  in  1524  or 
1525  ;  Mayor  of  La  Boverie  in  1576 ;  married  to 
Barbe,  daughter  of  (John)  Jean  Marnette,  by 
whom  he  had  no  issue.  His  will,  dated  the  3  ist 
of  October,  1602,  was  proved  by  the  Aldermen 
of  Liege  on  the  i6th  of  the  following  November. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Church  of  Fettine.  His 
memorial  stone,  placed  now  in  the  wall  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Church,  bears  in  the  middle  the 
arms  of  the  Gilman  family  and  coats  of  arms 
placed  at  the  four  corners.  The  inscription  is 
as  follows :— "  Ici  gist  h.  Thomas  Gilman  de"'' 
Boverie  a  son  temps  mayeur  q.  trepassat  A°  1602, 
Mise  par  Pierre  Gilman  de  Bethleem.  Quartiers : 
Gilman,  Noirphalize  ;  Bomer9om  (sic),  Vrolo." 
This  stone  was  placed  there  by  the  second  cousin 
of  the  deceased,  Pierre  or  Pirotte,  who  will  be 
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found  mentioned  in  the  fourth  generation  (IVa., 
page  269),  and  who  has  added  his  own  quarterings 
thereto.  The  Church  of  Fettine,  though  of  recent 
construction,  has  besides  this  stone  another 
memorial  of  the  Gilman  family ;  it  is  a  window 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  representing  the  arms 
of  the  family  with  a  deer's  head  and  neck  for 
the  crest. 

h.  Jeanne,  married  to  Jean  dc  Bcrnimolin ;  neither 
living  in  1602. 

c.  Catherine,  who  was  living  in  1580  married  to 
Louis  Haniiossct,  and  was  his  widow  in  1602. 

2.  Colard,  who  had  issue  by  Jehenne  N.,  his  wife;  will 

dated  the  21st  of  April,  1574. 

3.  Thomas,  heir  and  successor. 

4.  Jacquemin  (1520,  1538). 

5.  Jeanne,  married  to  Laurent  du  Chdlcau. 

6.  Catherine. 

IlL  Thomas  Gilman  built  at  Liege  the  house  called  Bethleem, 
rue  du  Pont,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Catherine,  and 
settled  there.  He  married  by  contract  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1538,  Marguerite  de  Noirfalizc,  daughter 
of  Pirotte  (Pierre)  and  Marguerite  delle  Ruye. 
Hav'ing  become  a  widow,  she  married,  secondly, 
Jehan  Mollin,  with  whom  she  was  living  in  1574. 
Children  of  Thomas  : 

1.  Thomas  (heir). 

2.  Pirrot  (heir  after  his  brother's  children). 

3.  Jean,  died  unmarried.     Will  dated  the  ist  February, 

1583. 

4.  jMarie,  married,  firstly,  Jean  Gocsivin,  and,  secondly,  by 

contract,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1580,  Jean  de 
la  Vignette^  commissary  of  the  City  of  Liege,  son 
of  Conrard  and  Marguerite  de  Ilodeige. 
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IV.  Thomas  Gilman,  called  the  '  advocat,'  married,  firstly,  by- 
contract,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1574,  Marguerite 
de  Steel,  daughter  of  Peter,  first  registrar  of  the 
Aldermen  of  Liege  and  commissary  of  the  City,  and 
Catherine  Joirion.  The  bridegroom,  who  was  assisted 
in  this  contract  by  Pirot  le  Rousseau,  burgomaster 
of  Liege,  his  guardian,  brought  as  a  marriage  portion 
the  third  of  a  forge,  situated  "  in  the  place  of  the 
basse  Cheveron,  called  Nocent  Mollin,"  as  well  as 
2,600  florins.  He  married,  secondly,  Catherine 
Marottc,  daughter  of  Adrien  and  Fran9oise  de 
Niquet.  On  the  gth  of  October,  1598,  she  made  a 
will,  which  was  proved  at  the  request  of  her  surviving 
husband  on  the  15th  of  July,  1605.  He  had  by  this 
second  wife  eight  children,  of  whom  four  were  minors 
on  the  1 8th  of  May,  161 1,  date  of  the  public  adjudi- 
cation of  a  house  situated  in  the  street  du  Pont, 
adjoining  the  hostelry  of  the  Cloche  d'or,  conse- 
quently not  far  from  the  house  Bethleem. 

1.  IMarguerite,   married   to  Thomas  Rujin,  who  was    a 

widower  with  a  son  at  the  date  of  the  marriage. 

2.  Ursule,  wife  of  Simon  Pottelet,  with  whom  she  was 

living  at  the  same  date. 

3.  Fran9oise,   married  to  John  Mi'nez,   and  living  with 

him  at  the  same  date.  He  was  probably  the 
son  of  Antoine  Minez,  burgomaster  of  Namur, 
ennobled  (raised  to  the  peerage)  in  1605.  Jean 
was  the  father  of  Florent  Minez,  Esquire,  who 
married  Anne  Alexandrine,  daughter  of  Jacques 
d'Argenteau. 

4.  Marie,  married  to  Nicolas  Rufin,  who  was  a  widower 

at  the  time  of  the  marriage. 

5.  Catherine,  married  Paul  Robert;  secondly,   Philippe 

Desmartins. 

6.  Marie,  born  at  Liege  and  baptised  at  Notre-Dame- 

aux-Fonts  on  the  30th  of  May,  1587. 
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7.  Thomas  (heir). 

8.  Pierre,  baptised  in  the  same  church  on  the  3rd  of  July, 

1591 ;  married,  firstly,  at  Notre  Dame,  in  Antwerp, 
the  3rd  of  July,  1613,  Jacquemyne  or  Jacqueline 
Hannecaert  or  Hannekaerf,  of  the  same  parish, 
born  the  15th  November,  1591,  daughter  of  Gilles 
and  Jeanne  Coenen.  Thomas  Gilman  and  Gilles 
Hannekaert  were  witnesses  of  the  marriage. 
Peter  and  his  wife  made  a  will  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  161 7,  which  was  proved  at  his  request 
by  the  Aldermen  of  Liege.  Issue,  a  daughter, 
Catherine.  He  married,  secondly,  Marie  van 
Rode.,  daughter  of  Jean  and  Jeanne  de  Lattre  ; 
issue,  a  son,  Thomas  Gilman,  baptised  at  Notre- 
Dame-aux-Fonts,  in  Liege,  the  17th  of  March, 
1620. 

V.  Thomas  Gilman,  licentiate  in  law,  barrister  in  Namur,  in 
the  feudal  court  of  this  city,  on  the  9th  of  February, 
1636,  regained  possession  of  the  fief  of  la  Montagne 
a  Champion,  taken  from  Antoine  Marotte,*  his  second 
cousin.  He  married  Anne  MartJia.  We  know 
nothing  of  their  children,  but  a  IMerre  Gilman  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1674,  restored  a  fief  to 
Florizoul  lez  Fleurus.  The  fief  of  la  ]\Iontagne  a 
Champion  was  promised  to  Marie  Gilman  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1687.1 

Catherine  Gilman,  undoubtedly,  must  be  con- 
nected with  the  Namur  branch.  On  the  ist  of 
April,  1654,  she  made  a  will  in  conjunction  with  her 
husband,  Christophe  de  Ramloty  Esquire. 

IVa.  Pirotte  Gilman,  councillor  of  the  City  of  Liege,  lived  in 
the  house  Bethleem,  and  contracted  a  marriage 
with    Marie,  daughter   of  Jacques   de  BominersomCy 

*  "  S.  Bormans,  Fiefs  de  Namur,"  p.  88.  t  Ibid. 
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commissary  of  the  City  of  Liege,  and  Catherine 
Vroloz.  Will  dated  December  20,  1592,  proved  the 
17th  of  May,  1600,  at  the  request  of  her  husband, 
who  survived  her;  he  was  living  in  1637.  Of  this 
marriage  : 

1.  Jacques,  licentiate  in  law,  married  to  Lucille  or  Lucie 

Woot  dc  TrixJic  (1602),  widow  of  Thierry  de  la 
Haye,  surnamed  du  Sanier,  and  daughter  ot 
Guillaume  Woot  de  Trixhe  and  Marguerite  de 
Buiren. 

2.  Pirotte  or  Pierre,  living  in  1650.     His  quarterings  are 

on  the  memorial  stone  of  his  relation,  Thomas 
Gilman  of  la  Boverie,  at  Fettine.     (See  p.  266). 

3.  Jean  (heir). 

4.  Renier. 

5.  Marguerite,  wife  of  Master  Leonard  va)i  dcr  Wcycr. 

Jean  Gilman,  who  lived  in  the  house  Bethleem,  married 
Madeleine,  daughter  of  Hubert  Gromscllc  or  Grumsel, 
commissary  of  the  City  of  Liege,  and  Anne  Goba. 
They  were  both  living  on  the  loth  of  December, 
1653  ;  Madeleine  is  mentioned  as  a  widow  in  1654 
and  1657.     Among  their  children  are  : 

1.  Marie,  baptised  at  Notre-Dame-aux-Fonts  the  17th  of 

January,  1628  ;  married  by  contract  on  the  3rd 
of  February,  1650,  Matthieu  Fornea  of  Jemeppe, 
son  of  Gilles  and  Idelette  N.  The  bridegroom 
brought  as  his  portion  "  a  certain  factory 
extant  at  Auwoice,  jurisdiction  of  Aigremont, 
commonly  called  the  works  of  Marteau,  with 
iron  dug  and  not  dug,  etc.  ;  item  the  sixth  part 
of  the  pits  called  the  course  of  work  of  Ladrye. 
.  Item  a  strong  house  called  the  castle  of 
Jemeppe  with  a  part  of  the  garden,  etc." 

2.  Pierre,  heir. 
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3.  Hubert,  barrister,  died  unmarried  the  17th  of  November, 

1707.  He  was  buried  at  Saint  Adalbert  under  a 
stone  bearing  the  following  epitaph,  from  Canon 
Henrotte's  collection  : — "Sepulchrum  clarissimi 
Domini  D.  Huberti  Gilman  J.  V.  L.,  quondam 
curiae  absentium  consiliarii  qui  mortalitate 
deposita  resurrectionis  gloriam  expetit.  Obiit 
3  nov.  1707,  fundatis  pro  anniversario  12  fl.  bb. 
annuis.  Quam  vivus  defunctis  semper  exoptavit 
requiem  mortuo,  pie  lector,  apprecare." 

4.  Anne    Catherine,   died   the   28th    of   February,    17 18, 

widow  of  Sebastian  de  Montfort. 

5.  IMadeleine,  died  the  30th  of  May,   1657,  nun  at  Val. 

Benoit. 

VI.  Pierre  Gilman,  baptised  at  Notre-Dame-aux-Fonts  the  gth 
of  April,  1629  ;  collector  of  the  City  of  Liege  ;  died 
14th  of  April,  1677.  He  married  Elizabeth  Custos, 
baptised  in  the  same  church  on  the  15th  October, 
1 63 1,  daughter  of  Guillaume  and  Catherine  Lamotte. 
She  was  living  in  1697,  having  had  six  children, 
born  at  Liege  and  baptised  at  Saint  Nicholas.  Died 
the  28th  of  November,  1700. 

1.  Jean  Hubert,  heir. 

2.  Catherine,  baptised  on  the  30th  of  November,   1655; 

married  Jean  Cocnen,  by  whom  she  had  Marie 
Elisabeth  Coenen,  baptised  at  Saint  Jean 
Baptiste  the  15th  of  June,  1686,  wife  of  Jean 
Guillaume,  baron  of  Moreau. 

3.  Pierre,  baptised  on  the  i6th  of  September,  1657. 

4.  Madeleine,  baptised  on  the  15th  of  September,  1659. 

5.  Guillaume,  baptised  on  the  i8th  of  February,  1663. 

VH.  Jean  Hubert  Gilman,  baptised  at  Saint  Jean  Baptiste  on 
the  23rd  of  January,  1654;  married  on  the  19th  of 
December,    1696,  Jeanne  Lucion,  daughter  of  Jean 
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and  Jeanne  Deschamps.  He  died  in  the  parish  of 
Sainte  Catherine  on  the  14th  of  June,  1722,  having 
had  by  his  marriage  nine  children,  baptised  at  Notre- 
Dame-aux-Fonts. 

1.  Jean  Pierre,  baptised  on  the  12th  of  November,  1697  ; 

made  Canon  of  Saint  Jean  I'Evangeliste  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1722  ;  died  on  the  ist  of  March, 

1723- 

2.  Jeanne,  baptised  on  the  6th  December,  1698;  died  on 

the  14th  of  January,  1745,  widow  of  Nicolas 
Joseph  d£  Closset ;  baptised  on  the  25th  of 
October ;  jurisconsult  and  barrister,  perpetual 
deputy  of  the  States  of  the  country  of  Liege 
and  the  county  of  Looz,  one  of  the  Recorders 
of  the  Aldermen  of  Liege,  burgomaster  of  the 
city  in  1731  and  1739;  son  of  Antoine  and 
Jean  Ferco. 

3.  Elisabeth  Barbe,  baptised  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1702. 

4.  Antoine  Charles,  heir. 

5.  Marie  Therese,  baptised   on  the    12th   of  December, 

1705  ;  died  at  Liege  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1737  ; 
married  by  contract  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1736, 
to  Andre  Joseph  dc  Moreau,  lord  of  Bioul,  son 
of  Guillaume  Nicholas  and  IMarie  Joseph  de 
Bilquin.  He  married,  secondly,  Marie  Adrienne 
Constance  Misson,  Lady  of  Wayaux  ;  he  died 
the  29th  November,  1757,  and  was  buried  at 
Bioul. 

6.  Jean  Hubert,  baptised  on  the  28th  of  January,  1708  ; 

licensed  at  Orleans  on  the  19th  of  August,  1732  ; 
at  first  Canon  of  Saint  Paul,  he  exchanged  this 
benefice  for  a  prebend  in  the  Cathedral  of  Saint 
Lambert.  Installed  wood  owner  on  the  ist  of 
July,  1744,  he  became  Provost  of  Hemzinnes, 
and  died  on  the  nth  of  June,  1745. 
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7.  Anne   Marie   Lambertine,    baptised    on    the    17th   of 

September,  1709. 

8.  Guillaume  Fran9ois,  baptised   on  the    i6th  of  June, 

1714. 

9.  Arnold  Joseph,  heir  after  his  brother's  children. 

VIII.  Antoine  Charles  de  Gilman,  baptised  at  Saint  Jean  Baptiste 
on  the  27th  of  January,  1704;  Recorder  of  the 
ordinary  Council  and  perpetual  Deputy  of  the  States 
of  Liege;  died  in  1733  ;  married  Gertrude,  daughter 
of  N.  de  N.  Ludovici  de  BctJwnvillc  or  BettojivilUy 
who  died  on  the  4th  of  November,  1758.  An  only 
daughter  was  born  after  his  death,  Marie  Jeanne 
Joseph  Charlotte,  baptised  at  Notre-Dame-aux-Fonts 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1734,  Lady  of  Sainte  Ode, 
Amberloux,  Champion,  Roumont,  Tillet,  Bossiere ; 
married  at  Liege,  by  contract,  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1755,  and  at  the  church  of  the  Pauvres 
Claires  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  to  Jean  Louis 
Francois,  Baron  de  Goer  de  Hcrvc  and  of  the  Holy 
Empire,  Lord  of  Forets,  Captain  of  the  Dragoon 
regiment  of  Olne,  in  the  service  of  the  States- 
General,  member  of  the  noble  State  of  Luxembourg, 
Councillor  of  the  city  of  Liege  and  Deputy  of  the 
States;  born  at  Liege;  baptised  at  Notre-Dame-aux- 
Fonts  on  the  9th  of  March,  1731  ;  died  at  the  Castle 
of  Haltinnes  on  the  7th  of  November,  1776,  son  oj 
Jacques  Denis  Fran9ois,  Baron  de  Goer  de  Herve, 
Lord  of  Forets,  Prayon,  Haltinnes,  &c.,  and  Henriette 
Amelie,  Countess  of  Hoensbroeck  Geul.  The  widow 
of  the  Baron  de  Goer  died  at  Liege  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1791. 

VIIIa.  Arnold  Joseph  de  Gilman,  baptised  at  Notre-Dame-aux- 
Fonts  on  the  1 6th  of  July,  1 7 1 6  ;  Lord  of  Meers- 
senhoven  and   Itteren  ;   married  at  Notre-Dame  at 
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Antwerp  on  the   14th   of  October,   1742,  Catherine 
Caroline    Vccqucmans  de  la    Vcrc,  daughter  of  Jean 
Charles  and  Marie  Catherine  Cheeus,  granddaughter 
of  Jean  Joseph,  Baron  Vecquemans  de  la  Vere  and 
Reine  Marie  van   Horenbeke.      Catherine  Caroline 
was  born  at  Antwerp  ;  baptised  at  Saint  Jacques  on 
the  29th  of  January,  1715  ;  died  at  Liege,  parish  of 
Saint  Christophe,  on  the  30th  of  September,   1747- 
Arnold   Joseph   died   on   the    2nd  of  March,   1750, 
leaving  two  children  : 
I.  Hubertine  Josephine  Caroline,  born  at  Liege  on  the 
3rd    of    May,    and     baptised    with    baptismal 
ceremonials   at    Saint  Adalbert    on  the  6th   of 
June,  1744;  married  at  Saint  Georges  at  Antwerp 
on  the  4th   of  October,   1763,  Charles  Bernard 
Jean  Ghislain  van  de  Werve,  Count  of  Vorsselaer, 
Baron  de  Lichtaert,  member  of  the  noble  State 
of  Brabant,  born  at  Antwerp  on  the  1 7th,  baptised 
at  Saint  Georges  on  the  19th  of  May,  1740,  son 
of  Charles  Philippe  Henri  Jean  Baptiste  van  de 
Werve,  Comte  de  Vorsselaer,  Baron  de  Lichtaert, 
member   of  the   noble    State  of   Brabant,   and 
Marie    Anne    de     Pret,    Lady    of    Vorsselaer, 
Lichtaert  and  Rielen.     She  died  at  Antwerp  on 
the   17th  of  November,   1787,  and  her  husband 
died  in  the  same  town  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1 81 3,  having  married,  secondly,  Reine  Joseph 
Marie  della  Faille.     He  left  one  son  by  his  first 
wife. 
2.  Arnold  Ferdinand,  heir. 

IX.  Arnold  Ferdinand  de  Gilman,  Lord  of  Ranst,  Milleghem, 
&c.,  born  in  Liege;  baptised  at  Notre-Dame-aux- 
Fonts  on  the  29th  December,  1746  ;  was  granted  at 
the  same  time  as  his  sister  by  the  Emperor  Joseph  II. 
letters  patent  of  knighthood  of  the   Holy  Empire, 
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dated  the  nth  of  February,  1770.  Having  signified 
his  intention  of  settling  in  the  Austrian  Pays  Bas 
(Netherlands),  he  was  created  a  baron  in  his  own 
name,  with  the  power  of  applying  this  title  to  any 
estate  he  might  choose,  by  letters  patent  from  the 
Empress  IMarie  Therese,  dated  2nd  of  March,  1771. 
He  married  at  Xotre-Dame  Sud,  at  Antwerp,  on 
the  26th  of  March,  1774,  Isabelle  Marie  Alexandrine 
Joseph  dc  Bnillct;  born  at  Antwerp  ;  baptised  in  his 
father's  house  on  the  20th  of  July,  1 753,  the  baptismal 
ceremonies  taking  place  at  Sainte  Walburge  on  the 
23rd  of  the  same  month  ;  died  at  Antwerp  on  the  5th 
of  May,  1 8 10;  buried  at  Ranst.  Isabelle  M.  A.  J. 
was  daughter  of  Maximilien  Servais  Fran9ois  Xavier 
Antoine  Felix,  Comte  de  Baillet,  and  IMarie  Therese 
Isabelle  Cogels.  Arnold  Ferdinand  died  at  the 
Castle  of  Zevenbergen  sous  Ranst  on  the  15th  of 
October,  1796.     His  children  were: 

1.  Marie  Therese  Josephine  Caroline,  born  at  Antwerp 

and  baptised  at  Notre  Dame  Sud  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1775  ;  married  at  Ranst  on  the  i8th  of 
September,  1797,  Andre  Fran9ois  Ic  Candele, 
created  Baron  by  letters  patent  on  the  13th  of 
April,  1857,  born  at  Antwerp,  baptised  in  his 
father's  house  on  the  13th  of  April,  1769,  the 
baptismal  ceremony  being  performed  the  next 
day  at  Saint  Jacques,  son  of  Pierre  Henri 
Joseph  le  Candele,  Major  of  the  City  of  Antwerp, 
and  Claire  Fran9oise  Georgine  Joseph  Marie 
Goos.  She  died  at  Antwerp  on  the  26th  of  April, 
1849,  and  her  husband  at  Humbeek  (Brabant) 
on  the  3rd  of  October,  1857, 

2.  Charles  Jean  Baptiste,  Baron  de  Gilman,  baptised  at 

Notre-Dame  Nord  the  22  nd  of  June,  1776;  died 
at  Antwerp  the  22  nd  of  December,   1827.     He 
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was  appointed  member  of  the  Ordre  Equestre 
of  the  province  of  Antwerp  by  the  royal  decree 
of  the  13th  of  March,  1816,  No.  62. 

3.  Hyacinthe  Joseph  Jean  Nepomuc^ne,  heir. 

4.  Augustin  Joseph  Jean  Nepomucene,  baptised  at  Notre- 

Dame  Sud  on  the  22nd  of  November,  1781 ;  died 
unmarried  at  Antwerp  on  the  i  ith  of  June,  1832. 

5.  Reine  Marie   Josephine   Monique,   born    at  An  vers  ; 

baptised  at  Saint  Jacques  on  the  loth  of  October, 
1792  ;  died  unmarried  in  the  same  place  on  the 
2 1  St  of  January,  1853. 

X.  Hyacinthe  Joseph  Jean  Nepomucene,  Baron  de  Gilman  de 
Zevenbergen,  born  at  Antwerp  ;  baptised  at  Notre- 
Dame  Sud,  on  the  loth  of  September,  1778; 
obtained  recognition  (or  acknowledgment)  of  the 
title  of  baron  by  diploma  from  King  William  I.  on 
the  19th  of  July,  1830.  The  events  of  the  times 
having  prevented  the  publication  of  a  sixth  official 
list  of  the  nobles,  a  royal  decree  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1856,  ordered  the  publication  of  a  sup- 
plementary list  of  persons  belonging  to  the  kingdom 
whose  titles  had  been  inscribed  on  the  registers  of 
the  supreme  council  of  nobility  from  January  to 
September  20th,  1830.  The  Baron  de  Gilman  was 
inscribed  on  this  list  as  well  as  on  the  general  list 
published  in  1882.  He  married  at  Antwerp  on  the 
6th  of  May,  181 7,  Josephine  Claire  Marie  dclla  Faille 
Leverghem,  baptised  at  Notre-Dame  Nord  on  the 
17th  of  October,  1786,  daughter  of  Joseph  Charles 
Henri  Jean  Nepomucene  della  Faille  de  Leverghem, 
member  of  the  first  chamber  of  the  States-General, 
Chevalier  du  Lion  Belgique,  and  Catherine  Isabelle 
Marie  Josephine  Antoinette  de  Witte.  He  died  at 
Ranst  on  the  27th  July,  1845.     His  widow  died  at 
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Antwerp    on   the    28th    of   February,    1846.      Their 
children  were  : 

1.  Frederic  Joseph,  heir. 

2.  Rosalie  Marie,  born   at   Ranst  on   the  19th  of  June, 

1821  ;  married  at  the  same  place  on  the  20th  of 
July,  1 84 1,  Constantin  Joseph  Geelhand,  born  at 
Antwerp  the  20th  of  October,  1816,  died  there 
without  issue  on  the  2nd  of  June,  1849,  ^O"  of 
Joseph  Pierre  and  Josephine  Catherine  de 
Labistrate.  She  died  at  Antwerp,  20th  May, 
1 89 1. 

3,  Hubertine  Marie,  born  at  Ranst  on  the  23rd  of  May, 

1823  ;  married  at  the  same  place  on  the  loth  of 
April,  1849,  Edmond  Oscar  Augustin  Ghislain, 
Baron  de  T'Serclaes,  born  at  Wommerson  on  the 
29th  of  May,  18 1 8,  son  of  Jean  Fran9ois  Charles 
Ghislain,  Baron  de  T'Serclaes  de  Wommerson, 
and  Marie  Catherine  Ghislaine  van  der  Gote  de 
Metz  Blanc  Bois. 

4,  Emilie  Marie  Hubertine,  born  at  Antwerp  on  the  20th 

of  December,  1828  ;  married  at  the  same  place 
on  the  28th  of  May,  1851,  Edmond  Ernest  Pepin 
Eugene  Marie  Ghislain,  Baron  de  T'SerclaeSy 
born  at  Brussels  on  the  15th  of  July,  182.5,  first 
cousin  of  the  preceding,  son  of  Aime  Louis  de 
Gonzague  Pepin  Ghislain,  Baron  de  T'Serclaes 
and  Florence  Therese  Ghislaine  van  der  Gote 
de  Metz  Blanc  Bois. 

XL  Frederic  Joseph,  Baron  de  Gilman  de  Zevenbergen,  ancient 
member  of  the  provincial  council  of  Antwerp ; 
obtained  by  letters  patent  on  the  6th  of  November, 
1857,  recognition  of  the  title  of  Chevalier  for  all  the 
male  descendants  not  heirs  to  the  title  of  baron. 
Born  at  Antwerp  on  the  26th  of  March,   1820,  he 
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married    at    Edeghem    on    the   9th   of    May,    1849, 

Gabrielle    Marie     Josephine    Antoinette    Henriette 

Hubertine  dtt  Bois  de  Nevele^  born  at  Edeghem  on 

the  14th  of  December,   1829,  died  at  Ranst  on  the 

13th    May,    1876,   daughter   of   Ferdinand    Philippe 

Louis,  Baron  du  Bois  de  Nevele,  senator,  and  Olympe 

Caroline  Gertrude,  Comtesse  d'Oultremont.     He  died 

at  Ranst  on  the  2nd  January,   1894.     His  children 

were  : 

Pauline  Marie  Catherine  Stanislas,  born  at  Edeghem 

on  the  nth  of  March,  1850,  Franciscan  nun  at 

Calais  under  the  name  of  Sister  Marie  Gabrielle, 

professed  in  1880. 

Fran9oise  (Fanny)  Therese  Marie  Louise  de  Gonzague, 

born  in  the  same  place  on  the  8th  of  May,  1851 ; 

married  at  Antwerp  on  the  29th  of  April,  1878, 

to  her  first  cousin,  Adrien  ]\Iarie  Joseph  van  de 

Wcrve,  born  at  Antwerp  on  the  15th  of  December, 

1856,  son  of  Augustin  Marie  Joseph  Fran9ois 

and    Louise  Marie  Anne  Antoinette  Josephine 

Barbe  du  Bois  de  Nevele. 

Chevalier  Alphonse  Marie  Joseph  Frederic,  born  at 
Ranst  on  the  i8th  of  September,  1852. 

Chevalier  Victor  Marie  Joseph  Raphael,  born  in  the 
same  place  on  the  19th  of  April,  1854. 

Chevalier  Eugene  Marie  Joseph  Augustin,  born  at 
Antwerp  on  the  25th  of  November,  1855. 

Caroline  IMarie  Joseph  Antoinette,  born  in  the  same 
place  on  the  14th  of  April,  1857. 

Valentine  Marie  Joseph  Gabrielle  Antoinette,  born  at 
Ranst  on  the  7th  of  November,  1858. 

Chevalier  Edmond  Marie  Theodore  Louis  Gabriel,  born 
at  Antwerp  on  the  i8th  of  March,  i860  ;  died  at 
Ranst  on  the  i6th  of  September,  1862. 
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g.  Charles  Marie  Joseph  Leon,  born  at  Antwerp  on  the 
9th  January,  1862  ;  died  there  on  the  loth  of 
December,  1866. 

10.  Chevalier   Edmond    Marie   Louis    Theodore,  born    at 

Antwerp  on  the  nth  of  April,  1863. 

1 1 .  Marie  Joseph  Octavie  Alphonsine,  born  at  Antwerp 

on  the  23rd  of  April,  1864. 

12.  Chevalier  Gaston  Marie  Joseph  Vincent,  born  at  Ranst 

on  the  26th  of  May,  1865. 

13.  CJievalier  Stanislas  Marie  Joseph  Henri  Pancrace,  born 

at  the  same  place  on  the  8th  of  July,  1867. 

14.  Chevalier  Paul  Marie  Joseph,  born  in  the  same  place  on 

the  nth  of  November,  1875 ;  died  two  days  after. 

XII.  Chevalier  Alphonse  Marie  Joseph  Frederic  Gilman  suc- 
ceeded his  father  on  his  death  on  the  2nd  of  January, 
1894,  as  the  fourth  Baron  de  Gilman  de  Zevenbergen. 


The  particulars  of  the  above  genealogy  are  taken,  by  the  kind 
permission  of  the  Proprietor  and  Editor,  from  the  *'  Annuaire  de  la 
Noblesse  de  Belgique." 


There  are  in  Belgium,  and  principally  in  Liege,  descendants  of 
other  branches  of  the  same  family  of  Gilmans. 
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,    Leofric    Hale    (Kent, 

living  1895) 210 

,  Leonora  {nee  Tipper)     .  205 

,    Lily    M.    W.    (living 

1895) 212 

,  Lionel  Ellis  (Kent, 

living  1895) 210 

,   Marian  Josephine 

(London,  d.  1818)  .  .  .  206 
,    Mary   Amelia   (living 

1895) 211 

,  Mary  Anne  (London,  d. 

1808) 206 

,  Mary  Ann  (m.  Oxley)    .210 

,  Mary  Ann  {nee  Ellis)     .  206 
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Oilman,  Mary  M.  {nee  Seaborn) 

209,  21 1 
,  Mercy  Irene  (living 

1895) 211 

,    Mervyn   a.    p.    (living 

1895) 211 

,  Richard  James  (London 

and  China,  d.  1881)     .     206,  208 
,  Richard  James  (Sydney, 

living  1895)    ....     209,  2X1 

,  Therese  H.  {nee  Thol) 

209,  21 1 
,    Violet,    L.    M.    (living 

1895) 211 

.Walter  S.  (living  1895)  211 

,   William  Anthony 

(London,  d.  1870)  .     .     206,  207 
,  William   Macdonald 

(living  1895) 209,211 

Gulliver,  Rev.  Edward  Hale.  210 

,  Emily  Purcell     .     .     .210 

,  Esther  O.  {nee  Oilman) .  210 

Macartney,  Amy  A.  («/^  Oilman)  210 

,  Rev.  Sydney  Parkyn     .210 

May,  Frank 207 

Oxley,  Col.  Charles  Rawson  .  210 

,  Oertrude  Lena  .     .     .  209 

,  Mary  Ann  («f'(?  Oilman) .  210 

Rusden,  Amelia  Christiana     .  208 

,  Rev.  O.  K 208 

Seaborn,  Mary  Mercy    .     .     .  209 

Tipper,  John 205 

,  Leonora 205 

Young,  Charlotte  Louisa  .     .  207 

,  Peter 207 

,  W.  Stewart    .     .     .     .209 


CORRECTIONS    AND    ADDITIONS 


Page  3,  line  3,  for  "  simulossa  "  read  "  simul  ossa." 
16,  ,,  S,  for  "  Britonicum"  read  "Britonum." 
34,     „     5,  for  "  diches  "  read  "  ditches." 

41,  „   \-j,  for  "Roderlase"  ^-^^z^  "  Roderlane." 

42,  „     7  from  bottom,  yj?;*  "and"  read  "et." 
71,     „     5,  for  "Frances"  read  "Francis." 
74,     „     7  from  bottom, /^r  "Spencer"  read  "Spenser." 
75>     »>     5       »  »        Z^;- "Peninsula"  rm^" Peninsular." 
78,     ,,   13  from  the  top,  affer  the  word  "Ireland,"  read  "  those 

of  the  name  now  in  England." 

Page  92,  line  ^,  for  "Francis"  read  "Frances." 

„     95,     „     8  from  the  bottom,  omit  the  second  word  in  the 
line,  "  old." 

Page  129,  line  ^,  for  "Wittington"  read  "  Withington." 
„      i30»     »    11,  for  „  read  „ 

„     264,     „     4  from  bottom,  y^'r  "Lettine"  read  "  Fettine." 
,,     271,     ,,    i-],  for  "Jean"  read  "Jeanne." 

The  Gilmans  of  America. 

Page  218,  line  3  from  hoitom,  for  "Shapleigh"  read  "Treworgye." 

„     22,:^,  after  the  children  of  Joseph  Taylor  Gilman,  read — 
"Daniel  Gilman  married  Minnie  Crawford,  of  Washington,  D.C., 
April,  1887. 

"  Their  children  are — 

"Crawford  Gilman,  born  at  Exeter,  N.H.,  July  26,  1888. 
"Daniel  Edward  Gilman,  born  Exeter,  N.H.,  Dec.  24,  1889. 
"  Edward  Harrison  Gilman,  married  Jeanie  L.  Crosby,  of  Hanover, 
N.H.,  Dec.  24,  1882. 
"  Their  son, 

"Joseph  Taylor  Gilman,  was  born  in  Exeter,  Oct.  4,  1883." 

E  E 


334  Corrections  and  Additions. 

Page  239,  line  4,  after  the  words  "He  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
the  eldest  son,"  read  "  was  Edward  W.  Gilman,  born  in  Norwich, 
February  11,  1823,  who  graduated  in  1843  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Yale 
College,  where  he  was  afterwards  a  Tutor.  He  studied  theology  in 
New  York  and  in  New  Haven,  and  entered  the  Congregational 
ministry  in  1849.  After  successive  pastorates  in  Lockport,  Cambridge, 
Bangor  and  Stonington,  he  became  in  1871  one  of  the  secretaries  of 
the  American  Bible  Society  of  New  York,  and  has  since  that  time 
conducted  the  important  correspondence  of  that  society  with  its 
agents  and  co-operators  in  distant  lands.  He  has  edited  the  Bible 
Society  Record  and  has  often  written  for  other  periodicals.  He  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Yale  Univ^ersity  in  1874.  He 
married  Julia,  daughter  of  Professor  Benjamin  Silliman,  of  New 
Haven." 

Page  239,  line  5,  after  the  name  "  Daniel  Coit  Gilman,"  read 
"the  second  son  of  William  Charles  Gilman." 

Page  240,  line  19,  add  "  She  died  in  1869,  leaving  two  daughters, 
Alice  and  Elizabeth.  In  1877,  Dr.  Daniel  C.  Gilman  married  Elizabeth 
Dwight,  daughter  of  John  M.  Woolsey,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn." 

Page  254,  line  4  from  the  bottom,  read  "  was  "  for  "  has." 

„        ,,       ,,      2  ,,  ,,  zVw^r/ "Oct.  8"  before  "  1884," 

and  add  to  the  end  of  paragraph,  "  Mr.  Gilman's  last  years  were  spent 
at  his  country  seat,  '  Heyhoe,'  at  Palisades,  on  the  Hudson  River." 

Page  258,  line  7,  for  "Charles  Park"  read  "Charles  Winthrop." 


This  Work  numbers  388  pages  of  letterpress,  exclusive  of  inserted 
Pedigree  and  Illustrations. 
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